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PREFACE. 



The object of the following pages is to testify of 
the Person, Work, Love, Grace, Preciousness, 
Fulness, and Glory of Christ. . I am well aware 
this can never be adequately and fully accom- 
plished. No christian, nay, no saint triumphant, 
can achieve this; and less, far less, can burning 
seraph or lofty archangel. They may be, and ever 
are, telling of Jesus' blessed love; but never, never, 
can it be said that they have told it The Love 
of Jesus is an ocean without shore, or bottom, or 
brim. The Grace of Jesus is infinite. The 
Preciousness of Jesus must be felt, must be ex- 
perienced. The Fulness of Jesus is inexhaustible. 
The Glory of Jesus is seen best from the Cross, 
where all the divine attributes meet together in one 
undazzling focus; but which still, even there, can 
only be surveyed, cannot be comprehended. Why 
then attempt a theme confessedly ineffable ? Say, 
rather, Why not ? It ravishes the saint, it renews 
the sinner, it oft rouses the careless, godless slum- 
berer and sleeper. To think aad ^^<d&s. oS. ^^^>^&i 
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under the Spirit's blessing, enlarges the soul, 
elevates the affections, purifies the heart, and sanc- 
tifies the life. It pleases the eternal Father, it 
accords with the design of the ever-blessed Spirit, 
it glorifies the Saviour. Understand me. I do 
not mean that you bring any accession of any good 
thing to Jesus which he had not before. Far from 
that. Every good thing comes from him (James 
i. 17). Therefore you cannot glorify him thus: to 
attempt to bring anything to him is to dishonour 
him. But he is glorified by being known; and he 
is the more glorified the more he is known. Deeply 
do I feel, indeed, that the following is but a feeble 
attempt in this way. But Jesus does not despise 
feeble attempts; and, therefore, his people will 
not. 

One reason why I have attempted to parallel 
the life of Joseph with the life of Christ, was in 
order that I might give a specimen how the sub- 
stance of each Testament is Jesus. I have sought 
that humble readers of the word of Ood might 
learn throughout it to behold Jesus. Some may 
object to me the fact, that no inspired writer has 
ever claimed Joseph as a type of Christ. My 
answer is, I do not write for cavilers and critics, 
but for hungry souls, who want to learn more of 
Jesus, That there are some allusive and typical 
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characters in the Old Testament we are expressly 
assured of. Thus Adam, Moses, Aaron, David, 
Jonah, and many others, we know from indispu- 
table authority to have been types of Christ. The 
question is, whether there are no more types in the 
Old Testament than those declared to be such in 
the New; and whether, in all other cases, God 
intended nothing further than the bare history. I 
think there are many others. I believe that those 
types, explained to us in the New Testament, are 
designed to encourage us to prosecute the search 
further. The author of the epistle to the Hebrews 
has not explained every rite commanded in the 
book of Leviticus; — were those which he has 
passed over without a meaning ? We can see, we 
admit, that there are many other prophecies con- 
cerning the sufferings of Christ than those which 
the evangelists have quoted: and why not, there- 
fore, other types? Am I, for instence, to believe 
that Abraham's two wives were allegorical as well 
as historical personages, which the Holy Ghost, by 
the mouth of Paul, affirms to be the case (Gal. iv. 
24 — 27); and not believe that that hoary patriarch's 
act of taking his son, his only son, his Isaac, 
whom he loved, and offering him up to God,— 
that this solemn act of his had not the slightest 
possible allusion to God's takmig \i\%^Q\i)V\% ^^^N:?^ 
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SoD^ his Jesus^ whom he loved, and offering him 
up for our sins, simply because the apostle had not 
occasion to say so ? I trow not. 

However, the friendly reader will observe that 
I have not pushed the analogy between the type 
and the Antitype to the extreme, but that I have 
merely taken some broad outlines from the life of 
the one, and then pointed to the corresponding 
circumstances in the life of the other, leaving him 
to judge for himself where the type ends. 

A further reason for my treating the subject so 
as I have done was, that I thought that the con- 
tinued parallelism would be likely to prove interest- 
ing. There are very few who do not admire and 
love to read the beautiful history of Joseph. And 
so I ventured to hope that by throwing New Testa- 
ment light upon that artless and affecting story, 
some might be allured to study the life of Him 
who is indeed greater than Joseph; and whilst thus 
engaged, be brought, by omnipotent grace, within 
the fold of the gospel. Oh, if the Lord would be 
pleased to bless this endeavour to the conversion 
of at least one soul, then truly would the author 
have yet one more reason why he should adore and 
love him! Oh, if he would but own it to the 
edification and establishment of one of his con- 
verted people ! Is anything too hard for the Lord ? 
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We know that he delights to make use of simple 
and unworthy instruments to promote his glory, in 
order that thereby it may be manifest that the 
excellency of the power is of God (2 Cor. iy. 7). 
Oh, if all his people did but know what a gracious 
Lord he is, neyer more would they dread him, ever 
more would they love him with that love which 
casts out fear. May he make use of this little 
work, if it please him, to help on this blessed 
end! 

Reader, I beg of you to abstain from passing 
judgment on this work until you have carefully 
read it through. When this work is in your hand, 
have the Word of God at your elbow. Consult 
the texts as they are quoted, and ask the Lord the 
Holy Spirit to make you understand them. Again, 
be not surprised if you find high doctrine in this 
book. However unconverted man may dislike it, 
it is, after all, in the Bible: and if so, it is my duty 
and my privilege as a minister of Christ to incul- 
cate it. I dare not pick and choose with the word 
of the great God. I must not shun to declare his 
whole counsel (Acts xx. 27). Yea, woe is me if I 
do not preach it all (1 Cor. ix. 16). The Lord 
knows better than man can teach him how to 
glorify himself, how to comfort his people, how to 
convert the sinner. Of this 1 utci ^v3?\^ ^^'^xix^^s.^ 
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that NOT ONE SINGLE SINNER IN ALL THE 
WORLD EVER SOUGHT JeSUS IN VAIN. NoT 
ONE WHO SEEKS THE SaVIOUR SHALL BE SENT 

EMPTY AWAY. But of this I am equally assured^ 
that if He were to wait until we applied to him^ 
heaven would be empty. Christ makes us un- 
willing ones willing in the day of his power; he 
invites all these willing, hungry, heavy-laden sin- 
ners to come to him, he brings them all to him ; 
and then after they have found him he whispers in 
their hearts, '' Ye have not chosen me, but I have 
chosen you (John xv. 16). Once ye were un- 
willing, but my omnipotent grace made you willing. 
And when once I had made you willing, when once 
I had caused sin to feel a burden to you, I paused 
not until I had brought you to my Cross; and I 
will not cease until I have fully accomplished the 
work which I have so graciously begun in your 
soul (Ps. cxxxviii. 8; Phil. i. 6). My grace shall 
do it all ! " Lastly, gentle reader, if you derive a 
blessing from the perusal of the following pages, 
pray that a like blessing may be vouchsafed to all 
God's people that shall read them, and that, as 
long as he lives, may be kept steadfeist in the de- 
fence of the Truth, 

WILLIAM LINCOLN. 
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I. 

THE BELOVED SON. 

^^Now laraeL loved Joseph more thorn aU his chUdreny 
heccmse he was the son of his old age : and he 'made 
him a coat of inam/y coUywrs^ — Gren. xxxvii. 3. 

Although all Scripture, my beloved brethren, is 
given by inspiration of God, and is, as the apostle 
says, profitable, yet I think we must feel that for the 
new convert it would be better if he were for a season 
especially to devote himself to the study of the New 
Testament. Therein Jehovah appears to us in all his 
glory, without a single intervening cloud; therein 
Jesus, the adorable Mediator, is manifested to us in 
the flesh, is seen with our own eyes, is handled with 
our own hands, is heard with our own ears; aud 
therein the magnificent and sublime scheme of 
Bedemption is portrayed, without a single type, or 
shadow, or any such thing. Let but any one, it may 
be a wayfaring man, read Ephesians ii., or E^mans 
iii. — viii., with the Spirit of the living God. isyc \^ 

instructor, and very soon will ke kno^ TJiot^ ol ^o^ 

'^ \ _ 

^ B 
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and of himself than all the sages of the world can 
teach him. Soon will be indelibly engraven on his 
heart things which prophets and kings desired but to 
see, yet did not see, did not comprehend them. But 
both Testaments emanate from Him, and each is 
profitable. And so when such a reader as we have 
imagined advances fix)m the New to the Old Testa- 
ment, and makes use of the light derived from the 
former, as those with obscure sight use glasses, he will 
be amazed to see the extent of the union between 
Gonesis and, say, the Grospel of St. John, between 
Leviticus and the Epistle to the Hebrews. And this 
single thing will be sufficient to convince him that 
each of these books, as well as the others composing 
altogether the Sacred Scriptures, proceed from the 
same author, and that that author is Gk>d. As he 
reads, the truths already impressed upon his mind 
will be strengthened and confirmed. Clearer ideas as 
to the meaning of the writers of the New Testament 
will often force themselves upon his mind. And thus 
each Testament will mutually assist him in the under- 
standing of the other. Does he read of Kuin by the 
first Adam ? then Bedemption achieved by the second 
will certainly occur to him, and each will form a 
get -off to the other. Does he read of an Enoch 
ascending to heaven, that is to say, of a sinner em- 
braced by Infinite Purity itself? he will see in that 
the first illustration afforded that the second Adam's 
redemption has infinitely more than undone the ruin 
in which the first Adam involved us. Does he read 
of Noah and his family saved from the ire of an 
avenging God by being divinely (Gen. vii. 16) shut in 
the ark of gopher wood ? he learns thence the better 
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to understand what is intended by that doctrine so 
repeatedly inculcated in the New Testament — the 
necessity of being in Christ. Does he see that aged 
patriarch, whose piety had been inflamed by the late 
judgments, building (Gen. viii 20) an altar of praise 
to his Crod ? he sees, or thinks he sees, therein a fsdnt 
yet vivid resemblance to that scene yet future, when 
the smoke of the everlasting burnings, and the wild 
shrieks of the lost, shall beget an intenser love, and 
shall cause a louder thrill of adoration, in the breasts 
of the redeemed, towards Him who sitteth on the 
throne. And what shall I more say ? The time would 
fiul me to tell of Abraham offering up his only son 
Isaac, and to point out the similarity and the dis- 
similarity of that with Gkxi offering up his only Son 
Jesus, and to shew how each helps us the better to un- 
derstand the other; of the burning bush not consumed ; 
and of the children of Israel^ and their passage from 
i^ypt to Canaan, that is to say, speaking in New Testa- 
ment language, of the church of Grod, against which the 
gates of hell cannot prevail, but which shall, despite 
of all opposition, presently sit down for ever on the 
throne of the Redeemer, as the bride, the Lamb's wife, 
— oh, the subject is indeed inexhaustible ! Especially 
is this the case when we observe how expressly each 
prophetical and each royal writer of the Old Testa- 
ment accords with each evangelist and apostle of the 
New in one loud and emphatic direction, — a direction 
which John the Baptist (the link between the two 
sets of writers) gathers up and embodies in one short 
sentence : "Behold," says he, pointing with impassioned 
energy, and with both bands, to a Pereoii ^OYva\>& \»q 
the eye of faith to behold, " Behold t\ie luaasc^ ^i 
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God, which taketh away the sin of the world" 
(John i. 29). Yes, my brethren, the Scriptures, Old 
as well as New, testify of Christ (John v. 39). The 
types, whether they be persons, or places, or things, 
point to Jesus. They say, We are but the shadow 
(Heb. X. 1), the substance is Christ : behold him ! 
"To him," also, "give all the prophets witness" (Acts 
X. 43). "The testimony of Jesus is the spirit of 
prophecy" (Rev. xix. 10). This is their voice, listen 
to it; "Behold him!" Isaiah especially, that evan- 
gelical prophet, wrote of him (John xii. 41). What, 
my brethren, for instance, does his fifty-third chapter 
treat of, if it does not say, "Behold him"? And so 
the Evangelists too, they do but enlarge upon that 
blessed chapter, — ^their subject is Jesus Christ. Four 
indeed in number, they do but form a tetrachord, they 
harmoniously join and say, " Behold the Lamb !" The 
writer of the Acts of the Apostles does but present 
him to us enthroned, saying, Behold him ! The 
writers of the Epistles say the same; they say, "Look 
to Jesus"* (Heb. xii. 2). And what is the book of 
Eavelationi Is it not "the Revelation of Jesus 
Christ "1 (Rev. LI.) Does it not present to our view 
Jesus bruising his enemies " with a rod of iron, dash- 
ing them in pieces like a potter's vessel "1 Does it 
not present him to us as before the throne on our 
behalf "clothed with a vesture dipped in blood"? 
In short, does it not say, "Behold him"? 

The word of (Jod, then, my brethren, is throughout 
harmonious. Its sum, its substance, its centre, its 

« A^opu/vTE; cK T>)<7-ot/v. "Looking away to Jesui." Atpay from the 
world,— au^ffy flrom ourselves,— au^ny from our tins,— auray f^om our faith, — 
Moa^from all,— our gale solely on Christ. 
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beginning, and its ending, is Jesus. If anything else 
be introduced, it is introduced only by the way, and 
hence its name. For like as when a portrait is ex- 
hibited to us, other things besides the likeness may be 
represented, yet we know they only form the back- 
ground thereto: and when the exhibitor, pointing to 
the picture, says, " This is the Duke of A, or the King 
of B," he does not mean for a moment that it is the 
Tory living breathing individual, but his representation 
only: Jesus is the real Word of God; but the 
Scriptures being the faithful portraiture of who and 
what he is, as drawn by a Divine hand, they receive 
his name, — ^they, also, are called the word of God. 

Your minds wiU have been somewhat prepared, I 
trust, to receive this position, by my preceding lectures 
on this book of Grenesis. They will, I believe, receive 
much additional evidence and confirmation of it from 
him with whom I now desire to make you better 
acquainted, — I mean the son of Israel's old age, the 
loved child, the rejected brother, the trusty servant, 
the innocent accused, the prisoner, the lowly arbiter, 
the revealer of secrets, the exalted prince, the saviour 
of the people — Joseph. Methinks as we trace him 
through all the wondrous vicissitudes of his eventfiil life, 
and note that the prison was but the stepping-stone 
to the throne, you will be led to exclaim, A greater 
than Joseph is here. And fervently do I pray, that as 
the different personages of the history are brought 
successively before us, we may be led oftentimes to 
smite upon our breasts in secret, when we behold so 
faithfully depictured in his brethren's behaviour to 
him, our own baseness, our own uigra\»\tv3A<e>, csvxt cr«\i. 
cruel unkindness, towards that beat oi tc\BVi!^», — ->(>aaX» 
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"Brother bom for adversity" (Prov. xvii. 17); that 
dear and adorable "Friend that sticketh closer than 
a brother" to us (Prov. xviii. 24), notwithstanding 
all our vile treatment of him; that we may be led to 
love him more, the more we see of his unchanging love 
to us ; that we may be led to serve him more, — ^more 
feithftdly, more decidedly, more openly, more boldly, 
the more we see the world despise him; that we may 
be led to trust in him more fully, to adore him more 
joyfully, the more we understand of his finished work, 
of his great salvation, of his high exaltation, and of 
his mediatorial session ; that we may be led to apply 
to him more constantly, the more we know that all 
things are at his disposal, that he has received gifls for 
men, yea, for us rebellious ones, too; and that we may 
be enabled ever to carry our heads erect, and not 
only to depend upon him, but to ^^glory^^ in him; 
seeing that, unlike the first Joseph, our Joseph is un- 
djdng, "death hath no more dominion over him," 
inasmuch as " he ever liveth to make intercession for 
us" (Heb. vii. 25). Yea, oh. Lord God, Spirit of 
God, be with us in our meditations and bless us ; make 
us to "increase in the knowledge of God" (Col. i. 10), 
to " follow on to know the Lord " (Hosea vi. 3), to 
"grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ" (2 Pet. iii. 18), that we 
may " know, even as also we are known " (1 Cor. xiii. 
12), yea, that we may never rest until we are " able to 
comprehend with all saints, what is the breadth, and 
length, and depth, and height, and to know the love 
of Christ," which after all "passeth knowledge, that 
we may be filled with all the fiilness of God." In the 
name of Jesus^ amen and amenJ 
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Joseph was, as you all know, the elder son of Jacob 
and BacheL Unto Jacob first began to appear the 
earnest of the fiilfilment of that promise made to 
Abraham^ to Isaac, and to himself, that their seed 
should be as the stars of heaven; for before that Joseph 
was bom, he had ten sons and one daughter. God, my 
brethren^ may appear oftentimes to forget his promises, 
but he never does, he only waits till the time he has 
determined on be come. A promise of God frequently 
appears like a tree in winter, naked and bare, without 
any appearance of life in it. Much time may elapse 
before any signs of life are manifest. The tree is, 
however, firmly rooted in a pleasant soil; and the 
promises of Gk)d are in Christ, yea, and in him. Amen 
(2 Cor. i. 20). Presently, however, the promise, like 
the tree, begins to bud, to blossom, and to ripen. 
What though the blossom be tiny at first ! It shall 
expand, — ^it shall imfold. That blossom, though small, 
haf in it the germ of the ftdl matured fruit. Despise 
not, then, the day of small things ! 

Was it, then, through faith in this promise of God 
that his mother, when she had borne him, called his 
name Joseph, saying, "The Lord shaU add to me another 
son "1 Did she think, He will be roindfcil of his promise 
which he has made ? The fulfilment has commenced, 
and shall proceed ? Undoubtedly. Oh, what a wonder- 
ftd thing is faith ! It holds in its hand the promise 
of him that cannot lie, and invests it with a substan- 
tial* reality. Marvellous also is the manner in which 
it has to contend with the native unbelief of our hearts. 
Look at this woman, now so strong in feith; shortly 
before, she had exclaimed in fretful iiaig«.t\aTiRfe \»ci 

* Heb. xi. I: vnoa-raaig, Foimdatioa, tu\AUnc«, cotAidkectsft. 
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Jacob, "Give me children, or else I die.*' Yea, this 
holy woman's hith was at so low an ebb at that time, 
that she gave Bilhah to Jacob, that she might have 
"children by her" (Gen. xxx. 3). See Martha, in 
Christ's time, when she had lost her brother, giving 
evidence of the same internal conflict (John xL 21, 
22). "Lord," said she to Jesus, "if thou hadst been 
here, my brother had not died. But I know that 
even now, whatsoever thou wilt ask of God, God will 
give it thee." " If thou hadst been here," limiting his 
power to his presence. "But even now," says she, as 
if there was still an indistinct faint idea that he would 
and could raise Lazarus again. And this conflict, my 
brethren, the people of God have ever experienced in 
all ages. At one time the christian thinks his moun- 
tain stands strong, at another time he is troubled. 
Now the flesh appears triumphant, and now grace. 
Strong believers are not always strong, and weak 
believers shall not be always weak. Each class has 
yet to learn more profoundly the truth of that saying, 
"Faith is the gift of God" (EpL ii. 8); and of that 
other, " In me, that is, in my flesh, dwelleth no good 
thing" (Rom. vii 18). They must each feel yet more 
fully that they are perfect pensioners on grace. Were 
the strong believers always strong, such is the latent 
wickedness even of their hearts, and their proneness 
to wander, they would make too much of the instru- 
ment, too little of the glorious Object. Faith would 
be put in the place of Jesus. Yea, more, they would 
despise their weaker brethren. They would be saying 
in their hearts, I am rich, and have need of nothing, 
and would forget that they were "wretched, and 
miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked." But God 
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will not suffer his own elect to be detained in such 
errors. And, therefore, he humbles them, and shews 
them what is in their hearts, that they may take their 
filthiness and their emptiness to Jesus their alL It is 
difficult to dare to go to Jesus filthy, but so we must go. 
It is hard to go to Jesus empty, — ^we would rather take 
water to, than fetch water from, the welL But at last, 
through the Spirit's light and influence, we are con- 
strained, after we have tried all other remedies, and 
applied to all the broken cisterns (Jer. iL 13), to look 
to Him alone and say, 

** Nothing in mj bands I bring, 
Simply to thy Cross 1 cling." 

This is the ultimate refdge of every christian. This 
is where the Holy Ghost will bring him (John xvi. 4). 
This is where he is safest and happiest, — ^this is where 
he most glorifles God. Blessed is that man whose 
every fear, doubt, anxiety, struggle. Ml, and victory, 
issues in endearing to him the blood of the Lamb. 

But although Joseph had many brethren, yet was 
he the well-beloved son, not only because she that bare 
him was Bachel, but also because he was the son of 
Jacob's old age. And of that love he appears to have 
been worthy, as indications of a converted heart early 
b^an to appear. He was no flt companion of his 
wicked brethren, save but to serve as a check upon 
their practices. Would they sometimes make him a 
confident of their designs, and seek to obtain him as 
an accomplice? Their efforts were vain; his heaven- 
bom soul recoiled at their proposals. Nor did he feel 
his duty to end there ; he felt it was his part to do his 
utmost to subvert the execution of tlieYs: ^«a.^\ ^sA^ 
with that intent, though at the expenae oi mcvvTros^ 
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much obloquy and ill-will fix)m them, he would make 
his father cognizant of all (Gen. xxxvii. 2). And 
truly gratifying it must have been to godly Jacob's 
heart to find that at least he had one son who was 
anxious at all costs to serve the €k)d of his Others. 
With what tender feelings must he have regarded him ! 
How often would he look up with the eye of fidth to 
heaven, and say, I thank thee, O Jehovah, that thou 
hast given me such a son ! Oh, what joy must not 
pious parents feel when they behold their children 
walking in the ways of the Lord; and oh, what 
infinite painj when they see their children, their own 
offspring, hardening themselves in sin, and ripening 
for hell. How often has not that prayer escaped from 
sorrowing parents' hearts, " O that Ishmael might live 
before thee !" (Gen. xviL 18.) Let such pray on, re- 
membering that the desire wrought into the heart by 
the Holy Ghost availeth much. The blessing shall 
indeed come, though it appear to tarry for a time. 
The writer knows at the present time of a christian 
man who, wayward enough in his youth, was converted 
many years after she who had often interceded for 
him had gone to stand before the throne. 

The complacency with which Jacob regarded Joseph 
was exhibited in an unwise manner. He arrayed him 
in a coat of curious texture and exquisite workmanship, 
and which was composed of stripes of different coloured 
cloths. This gay present, intended doubtless as a 
mark of special approbation, was the means of bring- 
ing much misery to Joseph, as we shall presently see. 

But, after all, that affection towards Joseph must 
have been peculiarly strong and ardent in the breast 
o! the patn&rch, when he, generally the most wary 
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and cautious of men, was blinded thereby, and led to 
the commission of an act so indiscreet as this was. 
But what comparison can be. drawn, my brethren, 
between the love of Jacob towards his son Joseph 
and that of God towards Jesus Christ ! What a depth 
of meaning there is in that expression of the apostle 
(CoL L 13), where, speaking of Christ, he calls him 
Grod's "dear Son," or, rather,* "the Son of his love." 
So again, in Ephesians i. 6, we read that christians 
are accepted "in the Beloved." There appears to me 
something so emphatic in the omitting of the proper 
name, and making the participle stand instead — "the 
beloved One." And this term comes very near that 
which the Father on two different occasions was 
pleased to call Jesus. At his Baptism and at his 
TransjQguration a voice from heaven came, saying, 
" This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased " 
(Matt, iii 17; Matt. xvii. 5). And in that beautiful 
and divine prayer which the Redeemer uttered shortly 
before his crucifixion, he says to his Father, "Thou 
lovedst me before the foundation of the world " (John 
xvii. 24). John the Baptist had borne witness to this 
in few but expressive words : " The Father loveth the 
Son " (John iii. 35). Yea, God had said as much long 
before by the mouth of Isaiah: "Behold," says he, 
speaking of Jesus, " my servant, whom I uphold; mine 
elect, in whom my soul delighteth" (xlii. 1). Yes, 
although after all there is much real love in the 
world among the people of God, very much real love, 
too, among holy angels and saints triumphant, what, 
when all this love is taken together, is it in comparison 
with His, who, whilst feeding continMaWy ^o \assK^ 
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millions of streams, yet continues himself the same 
inexhaustible fountain, — ^with the love of that adorable 
Being who is twice declared to be "Love" itself 
(1 John iv. 8, 16); of him who, whether we behold 
him in creation, or providence, or grace, still appears 
the same God of love. And then, further, when 
we reflect how worthy that Son was of all that 
love, we shall understand yet more how God loves 
Christ. When we think of him as the co-eternal Son, 
who ever dwelt in the bosom of his Father, who was 
ever perfectly happy in his Father's love; when we 
think of him as the brightness of his Father's glory, 
and the express image of his person; we feel God must 
indeed love hinn, since he beholds in that Son another 
Self; that as God loves himself, so he must love his 
Son, for that Son is his very sel^ his express image. 
When we look at Jesus as the Mediator, we equally 
see God may well love Christ. That with respect to 
God, he is God's chosen (Isaiah xlii. 1; 1 Peter ii. 6); 
that Jesus always did that which pleased him (John 
viii 29); that when God would redeem a people for 
the glory of his name, Jesus delighted to undertake 
the task, and to accomplish his will (Psalm xL 8); 
and that then, in his Mediatorial capacity, he sought 
not his own will, nor his own glory, but his Father's, 
delighting to do his service, and esteeming that to be 
his very meat (John v. 30; John iv. 34); and that all 
that stupendous work which his Father had given him 
to do, he finished^ though at the expense of his own 
life (John xviL 4 ; John xix. 30) : or, whether we look 
at him as the Mediator with men, that the apostle is 
so amazed at the greatness of his love, that he declares 
itpasseth knowledge (Eph. iii. 19); that his love was 
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SO great to us, that inspired men, unable to find a Ml 
expressive word adequately to tell out that love, with 
intense emphasis denominate him, ^'him that loved 
us " (BoHL viiL 37 ; Rev. L 5) ; that his whole progress, 
from the manger to the cross, and from the cross to 
the Father's throne, was one untiring exhibition of his 
yet unknown love; jesL, that before he was bom he 
longed to be with us, to be one of us (Prov. viiL 31) ; 
and that when he had become incarnate, he ardently 
longed to be crucified for us (Luke xiL 50); and that 
now he has ascended to heaven on our behalf he is 
longing to be with us again that he may receive us for 
ever to himself (John xiv. 3). Oh, my brethren, when 
we look at all this love of Christ towards his Father 
and towards us, do we not feel that he is, indeed, 
worthy of all his Father's love ? Yes, God loves his 
Son, and well he may. And that Son loves his Father, 
and well, too, he may. Yes, and they needed not us, 
nor any creatures, to make them happier in themselves, 
and in the mutual love of one another. Ko, the 
Father is €k>d, and the Son is €k>d, and the Holy 
Ghost is God, and, therefore, no accession of love or 
happiness can ever come to them. God is infinitely 
happy in himself, and ever must be. And why, then, 
he chose that we should be sharers of that divine love, 
my brethren, I cannot say. Kor could Moses. He 
once tried, but left off where he began. " The Lord," 
says he, "did not set his love upon you, nor choose 
you, because ye were more in number than any people; 
for ye were the fewest of all people" (Deut. vii. 7). 
Here, then, we have one reason why the Lord did not 
love them, and many more might ea&iiy \i^ «MsA» 
But he goes on, "bufc because" — \>Qca\3iBe oi '^V^\>^ 
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" the Lord loved you." He can get no further. And 
so by a most sweet and blessed tautology he teaches 
us that the cause of the Lord's love to us can never be 
discovered external from himself 

It is, indeed, very consoling to the conscience of the 
believer to reflect on the love and complacency with 
which God regards Christ. Were it more frequently 
a theme of meditation, the conscience of the believer 
would not, perhaps, be so often terrified with the 
holiness and justice of God as it is. The Lord the 
Holy Spirit might be pleased to grant to such a con- 
science so glorious and vivid a display of the precious- 
ness, the frilness, and the completeness, of the vicarious 
•<^ork of the Redeemer, as should not only perfectly 
allay every fear, but lead the astonished soul raptur- 
ously to exclaim, '* In the Lord I have righteousness 
and strength" (John xvi. 14; Isa. xlv. 24). If such a 
soul did but understand that the atonement of Christ 
was the Father's own purpose (Acts iv. 27, 28), would 
he any longer fear as to its adequacy to his case? 
Would he not feel, If God in fall view of my sins 
has already beforehand provided a Lamb which coxdd 
take them away, must there not be a suitableness in 
Jesus even for me 1 Inasmuch as God never does any- 
thing by halves, must not the preciousness of his suffer- 
ings infinitely outweigh the vileness and the magnitude 
of my transgressions? Draw nearer, then, oh, my 
soul. Contemplate nearer this Lamb of God's pro- 
viding. My sins are great. But the august Sufferer 
is he who maintains creation. But there is something 
peculiar in my sins, — ^their dye is so deep, so crimson. 
They have been committed against such light, and 
such base ingratitude is apparent in them. But yet 
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did not God know all this ? And yet did he not say, 
"They shall be as white as snow"? (Isa. i. 18.) Has 
not his blood washed out the stains of Magdalene, of 
Saul, and of Manasseh 1 (Rev. vii. 14.) But still my 
sins, — ^yet, hush, look at the Crucified. See how he 
writhes and is in agony. And he is the only begotten 
and well-beloved Son of God. He is that Being whom 
the Father loves with all his heart. Yes, but you can- 
not say that his inflicting such suffering on him is any 
proof of that love 1 Indeed ! Was not the coat of 
many colours a proof to Joseph how much Jacob 
loved him 1 And did not God, in love to Jesus, pre- 
pare for him a bodyl (Heb. x. 5.) And was not that 
body prepared for him in order that thereby he might 
be capable of suffering? (Heb. ii. 9.) But wherein 
was the inflicting such sufferings on his Son a proof of 
his love to him ? How else could Jesus have obtained 
his bride ? How else could he have brought " many 
sons to glory"? Then that sufferer is God's elect in 
whom his soul delighteth? (Isa. xlii. 1.) Even so. 
Oh, how precious, my soul, must those sufferings be ! 
Say, do thy sins exceed in value those sufferings, 
or do not rather those sufferings atone for thy sins ? 
Here is on the one side this sin, that transgression, 
that base return for fevours received; and then on the 
other side, there is the Eternal Son of God, appointed 
by thy Father to imdertake thy rescue and to die in 
thy stead. Here is that Son offering himself willingly 
as the propitiation of thy sins; here is the Father, so 
intense is his satis&iction at the manner in which 
Christ proceeds with his work, at two different times 
declaring he is well-pleased with him, aiid '^\kfe^^i^DL^ 
work is done, himself ramng tlie great "Rftdfteoaftx ^<5isl 
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the cload; his justice itsdf xmhaximg the prison doors of 
the surety, in evidence that it is satisfied with the pay- 
ment of the debt (Rom. iv. 24, 25); and here is the 
divine sufferer exclaiming, "I thirst," — I want to drink 
to the very bottom of the cup of wrath, — ^I will not leave 
one single drop in, — is there any more, oh, my Father, 
yet to suffer? if there be, I thirst, give it to me; and 
then when the cup was empty, when the curse was ex- 
hausted, when the sin was made an end o^ when 
damnation was drained dry, then he cried out in 
exultation and in triumph, " It is finished^" and bowed 
his head and gave up the ghost. Oh, my soul, as God 
is satisfied, as Christ is so triumphant, darest thou to 
rest on that done and finished work? '^Lord^ I 
believe ; help thou mine unbelie£" 

But here we must observe something in Joseph to 
which there is nothing corresponding in Jesus. We 
may often backslide and sin against him, often deal 
unkindly with him, but never shall we, never can we, 
provoke him to be unkind to us. He has to put up 
with far more from us than any earthly ^end or 
brother would do. But never has he a single hard 
word for us, never anything but the tenderest, most 
patient, most forgiving love. Much less will he ever 
accuse us to the Father. Ko, he is our brother, — and 
such a brother ! Do we do wrong ? he takes the guilt 
and the punishment upon himself. Our sins and our 
backslidings he indeed hates far more than Joseph did 
those of his brethren ; but, then, because he loves us, 
that which he hates so greatly, and which he holds in 
such perfect abhorrence, he folds upon himself he 
makes it his clothing, in order that Divine Justice, 
leaving us unscathed, may punish him (2 Cor. v. 7). 



THE BELOVED SON. 17 

Hence, as our substitute, we read of him in one place 
clothed with a purple robe, emblematic of our sins, 
and his blood streaming from his sacred head down on 
that typical robe, covering and waahing away those 
sins (John xix. 5). Is this like our Joseph accusing 
us ? But let us look at some particular instances of 
his treatment of us. Thus, look at him in the garden 
of Eden, after the guilty pair have sinned. There are 
they standing in terror before him, their justly offended 
Judge. And, hark ! Does he begin to pronounce 
the awful sentence of their condemnation? Kot so. 
He does, indeed, condemn, but not them; no, their 
tempter and hvmsdf: " The seed of the woman," says 
he, alluding to himself, ''shall bruise the serpent's 
head;'* shall, that is, more than undo what Satan has 
now done; "and he," continues the Judge, "shall 
bruise my heel;" that is. In rescuing you from the con- 
dign punishment of your transgression, and in effecting 
your salvation, I myself must be bruised, — I your 
deliverer must die. Then when he appeared on earth, 
having become a partaker of flesh and blood that he 
might be like his brethren (Heb. ii 14); and when 
his inveterate foes gathered round him, and betrayed 
their enmity in every way they could, did he grow 
tired of his undertaking, — did he accuse them % listen 
to his words : " Do not think," said he to them, 
"that I will accuse you to the Father; there is one 
that accuseth you, even Moses, in whom ye trust" 
(John V. 45). When at last his enemies accom- 
plished their designs, and nailed him to the cross, 
then appeared still more strikingly how far removed 
he was from accusing them : " Father," he cncvea., ^^ isst- 
give them, for they know. not wlaat tiiey ^o^ 0\^ 

c 
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my bietbien, how thnllmg must have been thai 
spectacle at that aolenm moment to every angdic 
beholder. Thexe was the Dirine Mediator, robed in 
flesh and blood, covered with the sins of his elect, and, 
in consequence thereof shedding his warm heart's 
blood; and it was then that wondroos j^ayer escaped 
from his affectionate bosom, his bowels yearning ov^ 
his beloved mnrderers: ^Father, forgive them, for 
they know not what they do :" whilst his transfixed 
body, his crown of thorns, his pierced side, his mangled 
back, his shed blood, his soul desertion, all accompany, 
and second, and back, that prayer, and cause that 
prayer to re-descend in showers of nntold blessings 
upon his persecators' heads. Yes, Divine Saviour! 
Piacular Victim ! that prayer shall be heard and 
answered. Not one for whom thou didst then pray, 
for whom thou didst then suffer, shall be lost. Th^ 
shall all be forgiven, converted, and saved. How soon 
after didst thou behold the first firuits of the success 
of thy prayer, when ^^a great company of the priests," 
thy veriest enemies formerly, and who doubtless were 
many of them present at thy crucifixion, ^^ were obedient 
to the &ith,** and bowed their knees and hearts to thee 
as their Lord and as their God (Acts vi 7). Thou 
accuse thy brethren ! How altogether foreign to thy 
nature ! Thy blood speaketh better things than that 
of Abel (Heb. xiL 24). AbeFs blood did indeed 
accuse Cain, and cried against him (Gen. iv. 10); but 
thy blood, oh, thou martyred Lamb of God, thy blood 
defends us, thy blood casts our real accuser out of 
heaven (Bev. xiL 10), and makes it just that we should 
be forgiven (1 John L 9). 

Yes, my brethren, this very imperfection in thQ 
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parallelism between Joseph and Jesus is most com- 
forting. Joseph accused, but Jesus acquits by accusing 
himself, and suffering in our stead And so, if you 
behold the other types of Jesus, and mark wherever 
the type does not tally, how entirely it is because the 
glory of Jesus exoelleth. Abraham, for instance, did 
but offer his only son Isaac in a figure; but God offered 
up his only Son, and Jesus offered up himself, in fayct 
and in very deed. The high priest, too, did but con- 
tinually offer up the same soi disant sacrifice which 
could never take away sin; but this man, after that he 
had offered up one sacrifice for sin, for ever sat down 
on the right hand of God (Heb. x. 11, 12). And 
Aaronic high priests were many, because they were 
mortal; but he, because ''death hath no more dominion 
over him" (Rom. vi. 9), hath| the priesthood im- 
changeably (Heb. viL 24). 

Jesus, my brethren, is so divinely glorious, that no 
type can ftdly represent him. Are his mediatorial 
death and resurrection to be portrayed before the 
eyes of the church that was in the wilderness ? Kot 
one but two goats are necessary for this purpose (Lev. 
xvi 7). Is that church to be taught the momentous 
truth, that "without shedding of blood there is no 
remission " of sin ? How many typical persons and 
ceremonies are needed for this, let the whole book of 
Leviticus testify. But Jesus gathers them all up in 
his own individual person; he is at once Altar (Heb. 
xiii. 10), Victim (John i. 29), Priest (Heb. x. 11, 12), 
and High Priest (Heb. ix. 11). Once more, is the 
manner of his life on earth to be written for the study 
of his redeemed people? Not one but fovuc «v«iXi!^<sX^\>^ 
are neceasary. One presents us with one a&^^ec;^ oi ^i\i'^^ 
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life, and another with another. A landscape we know 
presents different appearances to different beholders, — 
and even different appearances to the same beholders, 
when it is seen from another point of view, — and thus 
each evangelist gives one side of onr Lord's life and 
character, and the whole four combined give his frdl 
portraiture. They do not present ns four gospels, but 
one gospel, one Jesus, as seen from four points of 
view. 

In the course of our meditations on the life of 
Joseph we shall probably find other discrepancies 
between the Type and Antitype, as well as that one 
which we have already pointed out. But here for a 
time let us pause, and 1^ us seek that what already 
has been said may be to our profit by leading us to 
know more of Him, "whom to know is life eternal " 
(John xvii. 3.) 



II. 

THE HATED BROTHER 

"And Ms brethren said to him, Shalt thou indeed 
reign over uai or ahodt thou indeed ha/oe dominion over 
v>9 ? And they haled Jma yet the more for hie dreams, 
offidfor his words^ — Gen. xxxvii. 8. 

It is a very wonderfhl and solemn thing, my beloved 
brethren, that the &I1 of man, though such abundant 
and melancholy proofs of it are continiXally occurring 
in the world, should yet be received so hesitatingly 
and guardedly by the worshipers of free will, and so 
unblushingly denied by the idolaters of human reason. 
Witnesses of its truth everywhere abound. That fear- 
ftil catalogue presented by St. Paul, in GraL v. 19 — 21, 
is no dead letter yet. From the in&nt, which exhibits 
the bad passions of its heart as plainly as it can by 
the fretM cry and the clenched fist, to the hoary head, 
prone as it is to coyetousness, obstinacy, and discontent, 
all are living specimens of its truth. From the prac- 
tised and conscience-hardened sinner to the strong 
believer well experienced in that terrible warfere 
described in Romans vii. by one who had worn the 
helmet and wielded the sword for five and twenty 
years, all, all, by the emotions of their hearts and the 
actions of their lives loudly proclaim, " A.d8AXi,mTvsiT^% 
himself ruined ua too/' Come, and aacexi<^ ^wv^ t£^<^ 
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this adjacent hill. Now from this eminence how 
beautiful is the landscape presented to us ! Here evefty- 
thing conspires to charm and ravish us, and to lead 
us to adore the wise, and good, and beneficent Creator. 
The sky, itself so serene and peaceful, is reflecting its 
tinted blue in the sparkling river beneath. And the 
gentle rippling and subdued murmuring of the latter 
as it winds along its course, joined with the merry 
warbling of the feathered race in that noble forest, 
give life and animation to the scene. How sweetly 
the sounds of the bells of yonder village church blend 
and harmonise with the whole. The spire rises but a 
littleabovethetall andmajestictrees. Howpicturesquely 
is the whole village situated ! What an air of peace, 
and quiet, and happiness, appears to reign throughout 
it ! See how the smoke from the chimney of that 
ivy-clad cottage curls about in every &ntastic shape, 
and seems to skip and dance from ti*ee to tree so 
cheerily. The cottage itself how nice and snug it looks* 
Doubtless its occupants are very happy. The whole 
village surely is as one large family. Ah, no ! How 
terribly untrue ! Its inhabitants are fallen^ totally 
/aUenj from their allegiance to their Creator, and in 
consequence are "hateftil and hating one another" 
(Titus iii. 3). Who can tell of all the heart-burnings, 
and secret jealousies, and open enmities, existing among 
the inhabitants of that seemingly so peaceful village ! 
Yea, how many envyings, and strifes, and emulations, 
are ever and anon springing up and agitating the 
breasts of that femily resident in that sylvan cottage I 
Discord and contention oftener find a home there than 
love and unity. And if there be any unity, it seems 
principally apparent in this, an entire forgetfulness of 
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the CtcmI that made them, and in whose hand their 
breath is. And such it will continue, unless the Spirit 
of God renews one of their hearts. And then will 
the latent passions of their hearts against God and 
against the faintest appearance of his image more fully 
manifest themselves than ever before (Matt. x. 36). 
It is not at all improbable that that new-bom soul 
will have xdtimately to leave that roof altogether, so 
keen is the hatred with which he is now regarded. 
And this, my brethren, is a picture not of one village 
only, but of every one; not in one land merely, but in 
erery even professedly christian land. Hatred, in some 
or all of its various forms, is the characteristic of &llen 
man in his unrenewed state (Kom. viii. 7). Hatred of 
others, specially of the living God, with enormous self-* 
love, is his prevailing trait in all cHmes and in all ages. 

And as it is now, so it has ever been. Surely if 
unity and love might have been expected to have 
been resident in any famUy, most of all so in such a 
funily as that of the patriarch Jacob, him who as a 
prince had power with God and had prevailed. Instead 
of which we £nd that old man himself was guilty of 
undue partiality towards the son of his old age, and as 
to his other sons, that Joseph they hated so bitterly 
that they could not speak peaceably to him. As to 
Joseph himself he appears to have borne this unkind 
treatment as best he could, probably comforting himself 
with the assurance that his &ther at all events loved 
him. One night, however, after he had retired to rest, 
it pleased God to comfort him by two dreams; the 
second an expansion and corroboration of the first* 
It was harvest time, and he had been tliixor^nv. \sixiOsv 
into the company of his brethren. TVxeYC G\wcEVv^Da2iR»s&. 
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and aiiperity towards him had caused him, when the 
toils of the day were over, to retire to his rest with an 
aching heart. Still he had hope. The angel that 
had redeemed his fetther from so many evils and per- 
plexities {GesL xlviii. 16) wonld snrely redeem him. 
His sorrow hinders him from sleeping soundly, and he 
dreams. He &ncies he is still in the harvest-field 
with his brethren binding sheaves; when, lo, his sheaf 
stands erect, and the sheaves of his brethren stand 
round about and make obeisance to his shea£ He 
awakes, and finds it is a dream. The stara are shining 
brightly above his head, and seem to whisper to his 
troubled breast, ** Fear not, the Gk)d that made us will 
protect you ! " He dreams again, and, lo, the sun, the 
moon, and the eleven stars, make obeisance to him. If 
he was bewildered by his first dream, he is utterly 
amazed by the second. He knew that God was pleased 
to reveal his will ofbentimes in dreams, and he felt 
that his had an import in them. But you will perhaps 
ask me, my beloved brethren, whether God ever reveab 
his will in dreams now. Far be it from me, indeed, to 
say that he does not. The word of God plainly testifies 
that he does. But, then, be it also &r from me to say 
that every dream of a mere disordered imagination 
has a chVine signification in it. Proba^ ^ 
more usual with God to reveal his will by dreams, 
visions, and ghosts, then, than it is now, for this 
reason : now men have the perfect will of God revealed 
to them in the Scriptures of the Old and New 
Testaments, but in those days they had not. All the 
Bible those holy patriarchs had to guide them was that 
single promise, " The seed of the woman shall bruise 
the serpent's head." This was their pole-star, their 
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chart, their consolation. How continually, we may 
well imagine, would they sit down under the shade of 
some spreading tree and muse upon these words ! 
How oft would they form the subject of conversation ! 
How would they be ever seeking to penetrate 
deeper into those blessed truths contained in such 
mysterious language ! And then, when after the lapse 
of two thousand years another promise was added to 
Abraham, in which, as St. Paid declares, the whole 
gospel is contained (QaL iii. 8), would they not often- 
times compare the two promises together, and with 
the truths involved in those sacrifices which they had 
been divinely taught to offer? and would they not, 
feeling the necessity, seek for ftirther light from Ood, 
and be grateftQ when that light was given them, 
whether it came by the Logos, by an angel, by an 
audible voice, by a prophet, or by a dream ? 

How any one who believes in the simple word of 
truth can deny that Gk)d is pleased to vouchsafe to 
individuals at times dreams and visions which contain 
divine information, I am at a loss to determine. For 
Holy Scripture authoritatively declares that such is 
one of his ways (Job xxxiii. 15, with Job iv. 13 — 21). 
I grant, and most readily too, that most of the &ncies 
men have upon their beds are mere delusions. But 
then, I ask, "Who shall Hmit the holy one of Israel?" 
I am quite sure that if he does convey any instruction 
in a dream or vision it will invariably be found in 
accordance with his holy word, and if they are evidently 
antagonistic, the dream may, yea, rrmst be rejected 
(GaL L 8). But I am equally sure that Scripture 
encourages, and well authenticated iQstaa.cea ^\.^sXi- 
lish, the position^ that Grod is thus p\ea»e^ «*^ \hsBfi^ 
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to reveal his will. Thus it is mentioned as one of the 
errors of the Sadducees that they did not believe in 
ghosts (Acts xxiii. 8). When the Saviour appeared 
to his disciples walkmg on the water, they cried ovt, 
we are told, with fear, supposing he was a ghost (Maik 
vi. 49). And then when he replied, he did not deny 
the existence of ghosts, but merely said, " It is I,** — 
that is, I am no ghost. And upon another occasion^ 
when they experienced the same fear, he replied to 
their fears in this manner, ^ Handle me and see, for a 
spirit (or ghost) hath not flesh and bones, as ye see me 
have" (Luke xxiv. 39). As much as to say, "To 
prove that I am no ghost touch me and see, for a 
ghost although visible is intangible." And with 
respect to dreams the prophet Joel has declared that 
there shall be many when the Spirit of God is poured 
out (Joel ii. 28). And St. Peter says that this pas- 
sage receives under the christian dispensation a first 
fulfllment (Acts ii. 17). Hence we find more visions 
and dreams recorded by the pen of inspiration in the 
Acts of the Apostles, than in all the other books of 
the Bible put together. What Colonel Gardiner saw,* 
and what a highly venerated lady of Krummacher^s 
acquaintance heard, and for the authenticity of whose 
story het undertakes to vouch, are sufficient proofs 
that God does still occasionally make use of these 
means in the manifestation of his wilL 

When Joseph awoke in the morning and thought 
upon his dreams, they seemed to portend more than 
he could almost dare to believe. What, lord of his 
brethren, — but how) He knew not. This he did 

* Doddridge's Life of Colonel Gardiner, page 33. 
f Kruimnacher'i BUiha, pfttt tt.,pa«a M5. 
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know, that such was the will of God. But then his 
father too, to treat him with such respect 1 Wherefore 
should his £sither behave thus towards him ? When 
would these things come to pass? Neither did he 
know this, all he knew was that such was the will of 
Qod, and as for the time and manner of the fulfilment, 
he felt happj in leaving them with God. But then 
these enchanting though bewildering thoughts were 
cruelly invaded and disturbed, by the remembrance 
that he must again encounter and endure that day the 
haughtiness and dictatorial behaviour of his brethren 
in the harvest field. Oh, how this terrified him! 
Suddenly a thought strikes him, and he resolves to 
act upon it. He is no longer a&aid of meeting them. 
He joins them boldly, nor is his heart chilled as it was 
wont to be when their fierce eyes meet his. Summon- 
ing up all his courage, he, with a gentle smile and in 
simple language, innocently makes them partakers of 
his secret. " Hear," says he, " I pray you, this dream 
which I have dreamed : for behold we were binding 
sheaves in the field, and lo, my sheaf arose and also 
stood upright, and behold your sheaves stood round 
about^ and made obeisance to my sheaf" You are 
aware, my brethren, how this ingenuous frankness of 
Joseph is generaUy construed, that it is generally 
attributed to vanity. But methinks here they wrong 
him : for would he, just merely to gratify his vanity, 
have been willing to have rendered himself still more 
odious to his brethren ? I think not. Does not the 
explanation I have given of his behaviour set before 
us in a clearer light his admitted piety and faith in 
God, as well as his ill-requited affectioiiioT\»a\yKJODL- 
ren ? It h aa if he had said, " You \iate Taa tvqt^ , ^> 
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my brethren^ but God hath shewed me that I shall be 
your lord; and then you will not hate me, but seek and 
entreat my fevour. Now you cannot accost me with- 
out bitterness, but then shall you bow your necks and 
hearts. Submission, and love, and gratitude to me^ 
shall then take entire possession of your souls. And 
if this shall certainly be the case then — and it shaU, 
since God himself has told it me — why cannot we be 
friends now ? Oh, then, put away, I entreat you, your 
bitterness and ill-will at once ! Be kind to me, also^ 
even now. Begin now ! '' He speaks, and his eyes are 
meanwhile anxiously scanning their fiices, to see what 
effect his dreams and his words are having upon themu 
When, lo, contrary to his expectations, as he proceeds, 
their countenances &11, a dark and terrible scowl covers 
them. Envy, jealousy, passion, pride, derision, ate aU 
too plainly to be seen there. One time he is inter- 
rupted by derisive pity, at another by a coarse and 
brutal laugh. Scarcely is he allowed to finish the 
story of his dream, though uttered so winningly and 
so ajffectionately, ere they sarcastically and perempto- 
rily reply, " Shalt thou indeed reign over us 1 or shalt 
thou indeed have dominion over us ? " Their passion 
and their pride equally prevent them from saying 
more. With cruel settled purposes of malice they 
turn away from him, leaving the dejected and un- 
happy youth to regret in silence his ill -placed con- 
fidence. 

Yes, my brethren, the Lord's people have ever been 
a hated people. Behold any saint of God in any 
period of the world's history, and you will find that 
the children of the devil have ever been his cordial 
and determined enemies (Gen. iii, \5\ So entirely is 
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this the case that Christ lays it down as a divine 
axiom that, if we are of the world, the world will love 
us; but that if we are his, the world will hate us 
(John XY. 19; Luke vi 26). Abel was but the first 
of a long, long line of martyrs. From his time to that 
of Zachajias, son of Barachias, thousands were slain for 
the sake of the God whom they served (Matt, xxiii. 
3d). And from the time of Stephen \mtil the present 
day, the aamta of God m every age home been a persecuted 
people. Sometimes their enemies have been so reined 
in and bridled by the Lord, that they could not mani- 
fest their hatred at all, but have been forced to assume 
the smile and semblance of friendship, the reality of 
which even then they were fer from feeling. Some- 
times, again, out of the abundance of their hearts their 
mouths have spoken; and, oh, how much is not the 
tongue capable of doing in the way of aspersion, 
calumny, misrepresentation, and exaggeration ! How 
much poignant pain cannot that Little member cause by • 
the mere circulation of unpleasant traths. Oftentimes, 
however, the Lord has seen good to let them persecute 
his people even unto death. And oh, then, with what 
ferocity have they gone about their work ! How 
many abusive epithets have they heaped upon them ! 
This changing of the nickname has been done partly 
in order to hide and dissemble the inveterate character 
of their own hatred, and partly, because that it hap- 
pened in process of time, the opprobrium of the former 
name wore off, through the confession unto blood of 
many witnesses. But, however, though their names 
were changed, they have ever been the same people 
that were persecuted. In these last agea mst^V^, ^n^ijl 
since Christ has come, they have suffered «& Q(9^<^xk&^ 
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as Nazarenes, as Christians, as Athanasians, as Pauli- 
cians; as Waldenses, as Lollards, as Hussites, as 
Lutherans, as Protestants, as Sacramentarians, as 
Calvinists, as Huguenots, as Saints, sometimes too as 
Antinomians, and yet once more shall they suffer as 
Galileans and as Ohnstians. All kinds of charges too, 
from the most ridiculous and absurd to the most tie* 
mendous and awfiil, have been laid against them and 
seriously believed. They have been accused as thuofle 
who turn the world upside down (Acts xvlL 6); a? 
disloyal (Luke xxiii. 2); as mad (Acts xxvL 4); as 
blasphemers against Gk>d (Acts vi. 11). And their 
punishments have been as various as the crimes with 
which they have been accused. "They have been shot, 
stabbed, stoned, drowned, beheaded, hanged, drawn, 
quartered, impaled, burnt or buried alive, roasted on 
spits, baked in ovens, thrown into frimaces, tumbled 
over precipices, cast from the top of towers, sunk in 
mire and pits, starved with himger and cold^ hung on 
tenter hooks, suspended by the hair of the head and by 
the hands or feet, stuffed and blown up with gunpowder, 
ripped with swords and sickles, tied to the tails of 
horses, dragged over streets and sharp flints, brok^ 
on the wheel, beaten on anvils with hammers, blown 
with bellows, bored with hot irons, torn piecemeal by 
red-hot pincers, slashed with knives, hacked with axes, 
hewed with chisels, planed with planes, pricked with 
forks, stuck from head to foot with pins, choked with 
water, lime, rags, filth, or mangled pieces of their own 
bodies crammed down their throats, shut up in caves 
and dungeons, tied to stakes, nailed to trees, tormented 
with lighted matches, scalding oil, burning pitch, 
melted lead, &c. They have been flayed alive, had 
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their flesh scraped and torn from their bones, they 
have been trampled and danced upon till their bowels 
have been forced out, their guts have been tied to trees 
and puUed forth by degrees, their heads twisted with 
cords till the blood or even their eyes started out, 
strings have been drawn through their noses, and they 
have been led about like swine, and butchered like sheep. 
Persons have been compelled to lay violent hands on 
their dearest Mends, to kill or to cast into the fire 
their parents, husbands, wives, and children, or to look 
on whilst they have been most cruelly and shamefully 
abused."* These are a few of the cruelties which have 
been practised upon them, and much severer than any 
of these I could yet enumerate, as death by the pendu- 
Imn. But in all these cases they have still been the 
same people, all along the same hated, persecuted, and 
despised people. Yea, ever since the fall of man has 
this .been the case. All that the children of Gk)d are 
xmdergoing now, or have undergone, or shall undergo 
ere their mighty Redeemer comes again to receive 
them for ever to his bosom, all are but reappearances 
and further developments of that self-same spirit which 
existed in the bosom of Cain towards his righteous 
brother AbeL 

If this be true concerning the children of God gene- 
rally, that they are a hated and persecuted people, 
especially was this the case with respect to the Son of 
God. Yes, startling as it may appear, it is never- 
theless a fact, that all the opposition which has ever 
been made to religion since the world began to the 
present day, has been particularly leveled against the 
only begotten Son of Gk)d. The people o€ Go^ «x«i 

• Bruce*8 Free ThoughU on Popery, p»B^ \%1 . 
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marks the blows of which Jesus had himself ielt. So 
true is that which the poet writes : 

** Cbriat and bis oborob are into one transformed 
ColoMal person, spirit, life, and frame. 
And fellowship and feeling : Let that church 
Suffer a pang — the Saviour feels it too ! 
Touch but a member and jou thrill the Head 
With shock electric on his throne perceived ; 
And, therefore, tyrants I when ye wound a hair 
Of God's anointed, up to heaven your wrong 
Ascendethy and the heart of Jesus strikes." 

So, agaiiif look at all the heresies which the devil has 
brought into the church and into the world. Weigh 
them well, you will find they are all intended to 
detract from the glory and steal rays from the crown 
of the Divine Bedeemfer. Hence it is that the apos- 
tles in their writings term the propagators of these 
heresieB ''^n^ie^nsto/' in one word presenting to us 
the motive of Satan in inventing, and of the heretics 
in propagatiQg, their delusions. Look, for instance, at 
Popery^ — ^what is it but a vast conspiracy against the 
Son of Crod) Observe how the inspired penmen present 
in mariced contrast the mystery of godliness, Grod 
manifested in the flesh, and the mystery of iniquity, 
the son of perdition manifesting himself as Gk)d (1 Tim. 
iiL 16; 2 Thes. ii. 4.) What is the Pope? The 
devil's caricature of the manifested God. Well, then, 
is he called the Antichrist, o avriKetfievo^ (2 Thes. 
ii 4). Or look again at infidelity, — ^what is it but 
a scheme of continued and pertinacious opposition to 
the manifested God? Give up the divinity of the man 
Christ Jesus, and infidels of every class will embrace 
you as fiiends. Even the unhappy atheist hvcoa^VS. 
cares but little hecauae you maintain tlaat >;Itet^ Vv. ^ 

D 
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God, unless you also maintain that he concerns himself 
with the affairs of men. But tell him that God loves 
the world, and that he so loved it that he has giTon 
his only begotten Son, then will his hostility quiddy 
appear. And therefore I maintain, without the 
Hlightest fear of refutation, that all the opposition that 
has ever been made to Christianity, its doctrines and 
])ractices, and to the people of God, has been particu- 
larly leveled at, and directed against, the Lord Jesus 
Christ, the only begotten Son of God. 

When your minds, my beloved brethren, shall have 
been fully enabled to admit and embrace the above 
position, you will have received a due which shall 
guide you safely, by the blessing of the Holy Ghost, 
the glorifier of Christ, through all the wilfully en- 
tangled and labyrinthian controversies of the present 
day, to the full knowledge and enjoyment of the truth 
as it is in Jesus. You will be enabled to look down 
on all the heats of parties and jealousies of contending 
sects unmoved, save but gratefully to exclaim, ''I 
thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that 
thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, 
and hast revealed them unto babes" (Matt. xi. 25). 
Yes, ponder this position well; any doctrine that tends 
to dishonour Christ is a lie, and so you may fearlessly 
reject it; any doctrine that glorifies him is a truth, 
and as such you may cordially receive it. Thus, then, 
with your spiritually enlightened eyes you will not 
long hesitate as to which is the truth of God, free-will 
or " free," that is undeserved, grace; between random 
salvation and effectual caUing with final preservation, 
— ^between High Churchism, as it is commonly* imder- 

• I say. High Churchism, ** as it is common^ onderstood," that Is to laj. 
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stood, which invests a set of sinful men with tremendous 
powers in heaven, and earth, and hell, and Bible 
Christianity, which makes Christ all, and all in all, and 
man nothing but sinful dust and ashes, and so on. 
Can you, my brethren, follow me thus fer 1 Well, then, 
come, and let us ascend one step higher yet. 

Not only has every attempt that has ever been made 
against real religion, whether by the iuvention and 
circulation of heresy, or by persecution of the truth 
and of those that maintain it, by Satan and the wicked 
world, been particularly aimed against the Son of God, 
but Scripture also teaches us, at least inferentially, that 
that prime rebellion made in heaven against its 
Almighty King by those "whose name is legion," was 
especially raised against the second Person of the 
adorable Trinity. For, first, Jude (6) expressly in- 
forms us that they were and are angels, and that they 
had rank and dignity in heaven — rifv eavrtvv apx^jv — 
"Their own princedom." Then we find, secondly, that 
the angels which are in heaven now are "elected" 
(1 Tim. V. 21). Now, wherever there is choice there 
must also be refusal. Hence we gather that there 
were other angels in heaven once besides those that 
are there now. Is it not, then, feir to infer that those 

Apostolical Succession, and such like trash. For my own part, I do not see 
how luch doctrine is *' high " at all, which makes it necessary, for the very ex- 
ittenoe of a church, that one ordained by a bishop shall be present, thus tying 
its very being to poor sinful mortals. Scripture says, that where two or three 
are met together in the name of Jesus, there is the Redeemer himself present, 
ttiore, in other words, is a church, there is a part of that one only church 
which was elected by God the Father, redeemed by God the Son, and is being 
sanctified by God the Holy Ghost, and shall, every member of it, be brought 
home to glory for ever. Him who belongs to this church, and who has been 
led to feel his union and membership with it by the Holy Ghost, and to adoiw 
the doctrine of God his Saviour by a consistent Ufe,Y\\m \ c«X\ \\v« really '>\\^ 
Churchmaii. 
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angolH which are now fiillen were onoe their compeeref 
Then, thirdly, we find that those angels which did fidl, 
foil through sin (2 Peter ii. 4). We have now got thus 
far, that Satan and his band are angels that fell throogh 
sin from being the equals and companions of the Yetj 
highest angels in heaven. Yea, does not the name <k 
Lucifer, which Satan appears to have borne when in 
heaven (Isa. xiv. 12), almost imply that he was 
among the very highest in rank and office among the 
angelic hierarchs) God is light (1 John L 5), and 
Satan then was "Lucifer," that is, "the carrier of 
light," HA if he had been wont to receive the commands 
and instructions of the Most High, and to carry them 
to his inferior associates. If this be true, which I own 
I am not certain of, though I submit it looks very 
probable, does it not prepare us* to surmise what his 
sin consisted in, rebellious arrogance and presumptuous 
ambition ? And does not this remarkably agree with 
the context of the holy prophet (Isa. xiv. 12 — 15), 
wherein Satan's sin and fall is poeticallyused to illustrate 
the sin and destruction of the Babylonian monarch? 
You will permit me, my brethren, to quote the whole 
passage. " How art thou &,llen from heaven, O 
Lucifer, son of the morning ! how art thou cut down 
to the ground, which didst weaken the nations ! '* 
That is, Lucifer thinned the ranks of the holy angels 
by making them accomplices of his sin, and the Idng 
of Babylon, who is here compared to him, weakened 
and destroyed nations of men not a few. The inspired 
seer goes on, "Thou hast said in thine heart, I will 
ascend into heaven," (that is, the very heaven of heavens 
wliorc God dwells, 1 Tim. vi. 16,) "I will exalt my 
throne above the stars of God; I will sit also upon the 
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mount of the congregation, in the sides of the north : 
I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will 
be like the Most High, Yet thou shalt be brought 
down to hell, to the sides of the pit." Here the 
haughtiness of the king of Babylon is ably portrayed, 
and compared to the pride and towering ambition of 
that Satan who was once Lucifer and the prince of the 
thrones of heaven. Well, then, if pride was his sin, as 
I think we may reasonably infer from this passage, 
what was the occcbaion of this sin of his ) K he was 
once the highest creature in heaven, how could he be 
guilty of pride ? We have already seen that Satan in 
all his machinations now aims at the glory of Christ. 
We have seen that it is against Christ he appears to 
bear an unceasing grudge. We know that the Son of 
(rod was manifested for this especial purpose, that he 
might destroy the works of the devil (1 John iii. 8). 
We know, too, that so perfect is the mutual antagonism 
between Christ and Satan that the apostle asks, as if 
agreement between them were the very extreme of im- 
possibilities, '^What concord hath Christ with Belial?" 
(2 Cor. vi 15). Now put all this together and reflect, 
is not all this evidence cumulative to the point 
whither we are tending] Does it not almost inevitably 
lead one to the conclusion that the great angel's re- 
bellion was made against the manifested God — the 
Man-Gk)d — the man that should, in his mediatorial 
capacity as B^deemer of God's elect, be yet nearer to 
the everlasting throne than even Satan was? We 
know that Gk)d sometimes acquaints his angels with 
his intentions and with passing events.* Is it not, 

• Luke XV. 6, 7. The angels rejoice over one ftlnner lYval Te^wVcMNv. >Asyw 
do thej know when thie is the ca«e ? The paraUeUtm oi lYie X^o ^xtX'^^x^- 
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therefore, .lawful to suppose that God would infonn 
them of his design to create another race of creatureS) 
who should be a little lower than themselves, and thaft 
those creatures would fall from their all^ianoe^ and 
that his,.Son to redeem them would take their nature^ 
and that it was his will that all in heaven should bow, 
should adore this man Christ Jesus) (PhiL iL 10.) 
Yea, more, do we not find it expressly written, that 
when Gk>d introduced* the Messiah to creation, he said, 
" Let all the angels of God wOTship him " ? (Heb. i 6; 
Psalm xcvii. 7.) Is it not very reasonable, from all 
the Scriptures we have quoted, to conclude that it was 
then when Satan refused; that he, so great a creature^ 
could not brook that a man should be nearer the 
throne than himself, that he who, as we have seen, fell 
through pride and seeking equality with God, could 
not bring himself to yield adoration to (mother Person, 
the eternal Son of the eternal Father ) I admit that 
all this is not much more than inferential, but yet this 
supposition so harmoniously joins into one compacted 
whole all the passages of Scripture which treat of 
Satan's fall, so entirely concurs with all we have seen 
of his devices against the Son of God now, that I have 
no hesitation in saying that the man who peremptorily 

bles in this chapter shews. The nan having found his lost sheep, and the 
woman having found her lost piece of silver, call their neighbours voA firiends 
together, saying, " I have found,'* Ac. May we not hence conclude that God 
calls the angels together when his Spirit has converted a sinner, when one of 
his poor lost sheep is restored to the fold of the good Shepherd ? 

* ** Heb. 1. 6 has * when he bringeth in,' which, so far as the language is 
concerned, might refer to the birth of the Messiah, but it is evident tttun the 
whole connection that the writer means to refer to something that is said in 
the Old Testament. . . . The meaning of the phrase, ' when he bringeth 
in,' therefore, I take to be, when he itUroduces htmt when be makes him 
known to the world, to wit, by the declaration which the apostle proceeds iaa- 
mediate}y to qaote,**-~Bames in foe. 
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^8 it^ and persists in calling the whole idea merely 
onic, yea, who does not feel that there is strong 
lability from Scripture in its fiivour, that man, I 
has not yet learned to compare Scripture with 
pture, and to bow to its every word with that pro- 
d reverence which is its due. 
ience, then, it appears, that the insane cry, "We 
not have this man to reign over us " (Luke xix. 
is by no means new, but that it was heard in 
en before learned on earth. Shalt thou indeed 
I over us? — shalt thou indeed have dominion over 
-is the language of people, ministers, senators, poli- 
ns, princes, hypocrites, yea, and churches too. 
s is hated and rejected by every individual of that 
d that lieth in the embrace of the wicked one — 
o TTovfffiw (1 John V. 19). Lying in his bosom, it 
drunk largely of his rebellious spirit. With Grod 
le abstract the world would not so much find fiiult, 
) would but confine himself to heaven, and let 
lone. But with Grod manifested in the flesh, 
. a man who brings the whole Godhead down to 
his effectually discovers and arouses their enmity. 
> man hath seen God at any time;" — so far so good, 
the world, we do not want, "the only begotten 
who is in the bosom of the Father, he hath told 
out" — €^7f(^ff<raro (John i. 18). Now the opposi- 
quickly appears. Men love the darkness, — they 
the light. But if they must have a god at hand, 
how much wretched wriggling does the world 
3, so that it may not have the Christ of God 1 
: at the degrading idolatry of heathenism. Why 
so enormously sin^l, as it appears to be &oicl tVi^ 
. of God f Because its wooden and g<e^djbTL ^o^ 
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are gross libels on him who is the only real and &i(iliQl 
"image of the invisible God" (CoL i 15). Idolatry 
is not so much directed against the first Person of the 
Trinity; no, but it is a cruel caricature of Him who is 
the brightness of his Father's glory, and the ^'express 
image of his person" (Heb. L 3). Mahommetanism, too^ 
is simply this — ^the rejection of the holy and divine 
Lamb of Gk)d, and the substitution of a debauchee in 
his stead. And Popery, as we have pointed out, is 
leveled particularly against Christ; and, oh, how many 
ways there are in which it rejects Christ ! Instead of 
Christ the priest, it has its own priests; instead of his 
precious blood which cleanseth £rom all sin, it has 
invented the fires of purgatory; instead of him the 
human God, it prefers a breaden one; instead of him 
the one great Intercessor, it has made whole Foments 
of factitious saints to usurp his place. In its ordinary 
worship, the Virgin Mary occupies that self-same place 
in its devotees* affections that Christ alone should filL 
Instead of King Jesus ever present with his church, 
it has dared to foist "yon infirm old man," the Pope, 
into his place. Again, Tractarianism — ^its essence is 
to enthrone something which it calls "the Church," 
rather than Christ. Then others worship their own 
reason; others their own morality; some one things 
and some another; only, whatever it be, yet all concur 
in one universal shout, " Not this man, not thie man ; 
we will not have this man to reign over us." 

Oh, most pitiable in&tuation ! Oh, monstrous 
ignorance ! Oh, the immensity, the entireness of the 
fell! Alas, for the blinding, stupifying, hardening 
character of sin ! Whom is it they reject 1 Whom 
is it they thus loathe ? It is Thee, O " thou that art 
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&iiter than the children of men'* (Psahn xlv. 2). It 
isThee, thou '^altogether lovely" One (Canticles v. 16). 
It is Thee, O thou precious ImmanueL It is Thee, 
who art loved so infinitely by thy Father, because 
thou art so fully worthy of that love. He knows 
thee, knows thee ^lUy, and therefore loves with aU 
his own divine love. Angels in heaven love thee 
much, because they know thee; they love thee more 
and more, the more they are enabled to see thy 
glory and thy love. Saints in heaven love thee 
more than angels can^ because thy £ree, sovereign love 
has granted to thezn to dive more deeply into the 
riches of thy grace and of thy love. And thou hast 
a people on earth who love thee, because thou hast 
manifested thyself unto them; and they desire to love 
thee with all their heart, and with all their mind, and 
soul, and strength. They want to give thee all, for 
they feel thou art worthy of more than alL Nay, 
none love thee as thou deservest to be loved, save thy 
Father and thy Spirit. All the love of all thy saints 
and of aU thy angels together, is but a drop compared 
with thine — wider, deeper than the universe itself. 
Oh, for much more love to love thee with ! Myriads 
of burning hearts cannot love thee enough; ten thou- 
sand times ten thousand harps cannot adequately shew 
forth thy praise. As for thee, O Lord, "thou art 
worthy to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and 
strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing " (Rev. 
V. 12). But, ah, it grieves those who know thee at 
all, to see thee insulted, thee scorned, thee rejected ! 
Ah, wherefore should they thus hate thee? Is it 
because the darkness hath blinded their eyee»1 (^ Cjcst. 
iv. 4 — d.) Thy preciouaness, thy grado\x'8»^'^s&^ XXjc^ 
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goodness, thine unutterable love, no tongue can tell, 
no heart can conceive (1 Cor. ii 9). Oh, that thou 
wast universallj loved ! Oh, when shall that glorionS) 
that blessed time come, when thou shalt be the adored 
of all creation ? Lord, shortly accomplish the number 
of thine elect, and hasten thy kingdom. Do not be 
long. Lord, dearest Saviour, before thou oomest again 
with the rainbow round about thine head (Bev. iv. 3), 
and all creation intent upon thy look. Oh, what a 
sweet day that will be, when the eyes of all creation 
shall be fixed on thee in terrible anxiety or in speech- 
less adoration. Dear, good Lord, hasten that time 
when *' every creature which is in heaven, and on the 
earth, and under the earth, and such as are in the sea, 
and all that are in them," shall be heard ^saying, 
Blessing, and honour, and glory, and power, be unto 
him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb^ 
for ever and ever" (Rev. v. 13). 



III. 

THE BROTHER'S SEARCH. 

" And his hretho'en went to feed thevrfa^her^a flock in 
Shechem, And Israel acdd wnto Joseph, Do not thy 
hretho'en feed the flock m Shechem ? come, cmd I vyiU 
send thee wnto them. And he said to him, Here anh /. 
And he said to him, Go, I pra/y thee, see whether it he 
weU with thy brethren, and weU toith the flocks ; and 
bring me word a>gain. So he sent hvm ovJt of the vale of 
Hebron, and he ca/me to Shechem. And a certain mxjm 
fofumd him, and, behold, he wa^ wandering in the fidd: 
and the man asked hin, saying. What seekest thou ? 
And he sand, I seek my brethren : tell me, I pray thee, 
where they feed their flocks. And the man said. They 
are departed hence; for I heard them say. Let us go to 
Dotha/n, And Joseph went after his brethren, and 
found them in Dothan,^* — Gen. xxxvii. 12 — 17. 

** Whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer " 
(1 John iii 15). A startling announcement this, my 
brethren. The divine, unlike all human law, reaches, 
you perceive, to the thoughts and intents of the heart. 
He who uttered these words had been wont to recline 
on the bosom of Jesus. Tliere he had drunk deep of 
his spirit. There he had learnt the shallowaeea c>i \Xxfc 
public aophhftera of the day, who, wlulst Wie^ «\>x»mx^ 
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off a f^nat, Mwallowed down a cameL There he had 
iinbiWl truth from the fonntain head, from the great 
lj(ifr}H]&tor hunsel^ who is light and Tmth. That 
Lawgiver had said, ^Whosoever is angiy with his 
brother without a cause shall be in danger of the judg- 
ment " (Matt. v. 22). That Teacher had anew enun- I 
ciated the forgotten truth that ^ ont of the heart pro- 
ceed evil thoughts, murders," &c (Matt. xr. 19.) He 
had revealed the cause of all the sins which we oommife, 
a diseased, a sinful, a sin-loving heart He had stripped 
off the various subterftiges in which we doak our sim^ 
he had traced the evils to their source^ he had turned 
our ''desperately wicked heart" inside out, and exposed 
the monsters that were nestling there to the light cf 
day. Such declarations as these, my brethren, I repeat 
it, quickly dispel all our extenuations, and equivoca- 
tions, and excuses, and bring forth, in all their hideous- 
ness, those sins latent in the very bottom of our hearts, 
and set them in the light of God's countenance. Who 
would have believed, had not Jesus said, that ^ mur^ 
ders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, &lse witness, blas- 
phemies," were all enshrined in each of our hearts) 
(Matt. XV. 19.) That we, until we were converted, 
were " living in malice and envy, hate^ and hating 
one another"? (Titus iii. 3.) Oh, what need is there, 
then, of following Solomon's advice, " Keep thy heart 
with all diligence ; for out of it are the issues of Hfe" 
(Prov. iv. 23). 

The envy of Joseph's brethren had now ripened into 
cruel settled purposes of maUce, they only waited now 
for an opportunity of gratifying it. Meantime, how- 
ever, all was calm on the surfeu^e. So weU did these 
men dissemble their feelings that neither Jacob nor 
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Joseph appears to have suspected anytliiiig more than 
usual was the matter. Yea, we may well imagine that 
now, all being settled, and their minds being fully 
made np, there would be such an air of frankness and 
of seeming kindness in the behaviour of his brethren 
towards the object of their hatred, as he had long been 
a stranger to. Dear Mends, seek that your hea/rts 
may be changed by omnipotent grace, otherwise were 
3rou admitted into heaven, hell itself would appear less 
intolerable to you than it. Whilst unconverted you 
cannot love the holy and adorable God, you cannot 
love his service, you cannot love his people, their con- 
versation, nor their ways. Their blest employments, 
their holy dispositions, would only arouse your bad 
passions in a tenfold degree; whilst the consciousness 
that He who sitteth on the throne, and to whom you 
once and again servilely attempted to bow the knee, 
saw all the estrangement of your heart from him, and 
was aware of all the reluctancy of your compulsory 
service, would lead you to wish yourself as far away 
from that blest abode as possible, yea, even in hell 
itself provided it did but hide you from his burning 
gaze. Your hearts, dear friends, look at the state of 
your hea/rts, — ^for except you are bom again, you ccmnot 
see the kingdom of God (John iii. 3). Except you are 
so radically changed as to hate all that you now love 
— sin, self, and pleasure, and to love all that you now 
hate — Grod, his ways, and people, heaven would be a 
hell of hells to you. Either God must change, or you 
must be changed, or else be damned for ever. Then 
ask and ye shall have, seek and ye shall find, knock 
and it shall be opened unto you. If you ask for tlaa 
Holy Spirit to change your heart, lie wYio nevet \\fc\ 
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that God who, because he is bo little known, is io 
little loved. 

Blithely, then, does Joseph pursne his jonmey, not 
thinking only of his father whom he is leaving behind, 
but also of his brethren to whom he is going. FerhapB, 
too, he is carrying for their use some little domestic 
comforts, as David did to his brethren on a later oooa- 
sion (1 Sam. xvii. 17). As he wends his way onward, 
he thinks to himself, '^ Simeon and Levi have for- 
given me now, for how kind they were before they kA 
for Shechem. And Judah, too, how affectionately he 
embraced me. I thought from their looks they nevoc 
would have loved me again after I had told them my 
dreams. Ah, those dreams, what strange ones th^ 
were ! Perhaps it is my brethren themselves who will 
help me to become so great. O €k)d of my &th0r, 
how kind art thou to me ! " Such thoughts as theae^ 
my brethren, we may well imagine were ijie com- 
panions of our youthfrd friend on his long, long journey. 
Probably he had never traveled fifty miles by him- 
self before. Now he, too, perhaps, had the same kind 
of pillow as his £Bkther had had before him (Gen. xxviiL 
11). He might have regarded that hard pillow as the 
earnest of many more such, and of much bitterer ones 
too, but the friture is, as I remarked before, happily 
hid from him. At length, about the fourth or fifth 
day he arrives at Shechem. It may be about mid-day, 
and as he approaches the place, his eyes roam about in 
every direction to find his brethren. But no traces of 
them can he discover. He wanders about the ac^aoent 
fields, for he is confident they named Shechem. At 
last his earnest, anxious eye attracts notice, an 
inhabitant of the place accosts him, learns whom he is 
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seeking, and informs him that his brethren had gone 
[>n to Dothan The wearied youth again cheerfully 
sets forward, for the consciousness that he shall there 
certainly find his brethren sustains him. On and on 
be toils, each step taking him further from his paternal 
tent. "Surely," he must have thought to himself, 
" what a long way from home they have gone. What 
ever led them to remove their flocks so very fiir!" 
Ah ! he is utterly unaware that his brethren care not 
to return to their father any more, as long as A^ is 
with him. Presently, after another journey of ten long 
miles, he nears Dothan. The thought of seeing them 
once again, and of subduing the last remains of their 
envy by so manifest a proof of his love as this, his 
toiling with his present so far to visit them, — oh, his 
heart leaps for joy. In the distance he descries them. 
There they are, sitting grouped together, engaged in 
earnest conversation, as if they were meditating on the 
advisability of removing further from their father and 
their brother. But no fear, or at the most a very re- 
mote one, agitates his bosom. Fatigued, he is longing 
to be with them, rejoice in their affectionate caresses, 
and partake of all their little kindnesses. Nearer still 
he draws. They recognise him, but they do not come to 
meet him. Their conversation assumes a more earnest 
bone, then it is hushed suddenly into a whisper as he 
approaches. Soon he is upon them. " My brethren, 
how fiire ye?" is the half breathless enquiry of their 
fond brother, as, pale and exhausted, dropping his 
hand into the hand of the nearest one, he essays to 
embrace him. They, for a moment, are speechless; 
bhey are bewildered as they behold his confiding Iq.n^, 
md the great proo& of it which he liaa ^xevx. "SSs* 

£ 
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haggard appearance leads some of them almost to 
relent; it requires jfresh resolution on their parts to 
drive away those emotions of pity which are beguming 
to steal over their breasts. In fa^, the hard heart of 
one, the eldest of them, is melted. That yearning 
affection towards his absent brethren, as well as that 
cheerful acquiescence in his father's will which had 
lent wings to his feet and life to his soul, which had 
enabled him bravely to face, and boldly to overoomfi^ 
all the difficulties in his path, may well lead ns to 
admire the wondrous grace of God, which could thus 
render a poor sinner, such as Joseph was, so illustiiooB 
a type in all these points of our own adorable 
ImmanueL 

Oh ! my brethren, contemplate the love of our 
Father in sending his only begotten Son into this wil- 
derness world, and the love of our own precious Christ 
in leaving the bosom of his Father and the throne of 
his glory, and taking our nature and being made in all 
things like unto us (Heb. ii 17). Why did Christ 
love us 1 This is a question which every saint is per- 
petually putting to his soul, which tunes the harps of 
the redeemed above, and excites the devotion of their 
brethren below. It is a question which, the more the 
believer meditates upon, the more does he adore and 
wonder. He looks everywhere, but can find no answer, 
— if he could, he would not be a christian. If he looks 
into the Sacred "Word he observes Jesus gently detach- 
ing himself from his most affectionate friends with the 
solemn memento, "Ye have not chosen me, but I have 
chosen you;" he hears themselves acknowledging, "We 
love him because he first loved us ;" and such state- 
ment do but give still moie intensity to the question, 
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Why, then, did lie love us? Nor can reason afford any 
answer, for Christ's love to a pardoned sinner appears 
altogether nnreasonahle. Or, shall he look at himself? 
Shall he look within his breast and try to trace the 
cause there? Ah, my brethren, we that know our- 
selves feel that is the most impossible of alL If we 
deal &ithftQly with ourselves, we shall £nd in our 
hearts deadness, coldness, barrenness, ingratitude, a 
proneness to wander, to so great a degree, that were it 
not for the feith which the Lord the Spirit works in 
the hearts of his elect, we should be determined to dis- 
believe that €k)d ever could love us. And then, too, 
when we remember that once we were in open arms 
against him, that it was thus his love and grace found 
us, with hearts, as the apostle says, at enmity with 
him, yea, such pitiable and deplorable objects that 
we were as a new bom infant cast naked into the open 
field, as the prophet declares (Rom. viii. 7 ; Ezek. xvi. 
4, 5) ; so truly, I say, shall we find all this to be the 
case, that instead of gathering hence any reason why 
we should have been loved by God, we shall only 
gather abundance of most cogent arguments why we 
should have been hated. No ! looking into our hearts, 
we shall be able only to say with the afflicted Job, " I 
abhor myself in dust and ashes." We shall be prone 
rather to look upwards and say, "Why dost thou bear 
with me? Why is not even thy patience exhausted 
when thou beholdest all my perversity ? Why am I 
not a vessel of thy wrath ? " And then this amaze- 
ment, my brethren, mAy well be infinitely increased, 
when we reflect that God has not only loved us, but so 
loved us that he has given us his only \)G^ot\)evi ^qw 
(John iii 16); and that Christ has not oxvYy \oNfe^ xva. 



!)2 THE BBOTHEB'S SBABCH. 

but given himself for us (GaL ii. 20 ; Eph. v. 25). 
" Herein is love indeed, not that we loved Gtod, bai 
that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiih 
tion for our sins" (1 John iv. 10). How, my bietfareii) 
shall I point out to you the stupendousnee^ of this 
love 1 What compaiison shall I make ? It is like -^ 
I know not what ; there is nothing in all the worid 
like it. If God had emptied heaven of all its glorioiu 
inhabitants to save us, it had been a blessed proof of 
his love to us ; but that Christ himself should come^ is 
infinitely beyond it. K €k>d had given us anything or 
everything except his Son, it had been little in com- 
parison with what he has done, for he has givBn his 
Son, his only Son, his Jesus, whom he loves. Yea, 
more, God esteems Christ so infinitely more precious 
than all other gifts, that when onoe he has given us 
hiniy he can withhold us nothing, but with Christ gives 
us aU things (Rom. viii. 32). It is as if he saw it were 
of no use to spare anything now, when he had not 
spared hi/m. Many other very great blessings has God 
given to us besides his Son. 

" Ten thousand thousand preeious gifts 
Our daily thanks employ." 

But God appears, in comparison with this one, to dig- 
esteem them all, to think them unworthy of being 
mentioned, and so they are all gathered together, rolled 
into a heap, and expressed by one word (^rai/ro) " all 
things." These are his words : " He that spared not 
his own Son, but gave him up for us all, how shall he 
not with him freely give us all things." Look at this 
love; is it not profound? Is it not deep, which lifts 
TLs from the very bottom of hell? is it not high, which 
shall seat na on the throne of oui Kinig, 8& the bride 
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the LamVs wife? (Rev. iii. 21.) How mighty is the 
grasp of that love, to take us from such a depth, and 
to plant us on such a height ! Then, too, look at this 
love in its length, and in its breadth. My brethren, 
God is unchangeable. If he loves us now, he must 
ever have loved us,^or his love is incapable of increase 
or diminution; otherwise, he would be a greater God 
to-day than he was yesterday. No ! he loved us "with 
an everlasting love'* (Jer. xxxi. 3). And then, too, 
he will love us to everlasting; otherwise, he would be 
a greater Qod to-day than he will be presently. No ! 
if when we were enemies we were so infinitely loved, 
much more, being reconciled through Jesus Christ, 
shall we ever be loved. It cannot diminish, because it 
springs not at all from what we were, or shall be, but 
simply and purely from himself. "By one ofiering 
Christ hath perfected for ever" those that were set 
apart in the eternal counsels of God (Heb. x. 14). 
"Perfect for ever!" Hallelujah! 

Oh, my brethren, is it not almost too much for 
our poor cold hearts to contain, that God ever did, 
ever will, and does at this moment, regard us 
with an affection so tender, and a love so vast, 
that Christ, and all things with him, were given 
in consequence i Oh, to realize this love ! Oh, for 
grace to throw away our doubts, our fears, our 
misgivings, and to receive these truths in our inmost 
souls, that God loves us with an infinite and an eternal 
love as much as he loves Jesus Christ (John xvii. 23), 
and that Christ loves us as much as the Father loves 
him (John xv. 9). The not realising fully these 
precious vital truths is the cause of much, oi tYvaX* ^•eaA.- 
ness and coldnesa which, alas, we too often, ie^. ^ ^ 
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are so prone to begin at the wrong end, and to tijand 
work ourselves np into a religions frame, and then to 
think, God loves ns now^ rather than to remember that 
however we feel, God changes not> that his love does 
not ebb and flow as does ours, but that he ever loves 
us as much as ever he can. That^whether we are on 
the moimt of transfiguration, or down in the vallej of 
himiiliation, whether we are fidling or risings 8(»ely 
pressed with temptation or enjoying communion with 
God, still God is the same, and his love is the same. 
The former method is mere galvanism, the latter is the 
Spirit of God's way of melting and sanctifying the souL 
Dost thou now, poor tempest-tossed soul, desire to love 
thy God) Well, then, come with me into those supreme 
heights of the blessedness of free grace. Thy God and 
Father loves thee with the same love, with the same 
equal love, wherewith he loves his own Son Jesus 
Christ. To spare thee he did not spare him. Are you 
afraid of believing this ? judge now whether it be a 
vital truth by the effect it has upon thy spirit. Art 
thou now so down-hearted? You still fear this exceeds 
the truth ? Well, then, if you want Scripture, look 
at that precious prayer of thine own Jesus in John 
xvii. 23: "Thou lovest them as thou hast loved 
me." How could God love us less, seeing that Christ 
and his church are not twain but one? God does 
not know you apart from Christ, he only knows you 
as a member of the body of his Son. As it is true 
that when we have seen Christ we have seen the 
Father (John xiv. 9), so it is also true that when the 
Father looks at Christ he sees us (1 Cor. xii. 12). 
Further, we appear before him not in our own name 
but in the name of Christ, repreaewting Christ, And, 
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onoe more, we come to our Father, like Jacob did to 
Isaac^ in the ganaentB of our elder Brother, arrayed in 
a righteousness at which angelic purity may well turn 
pale, in the righteousness of God himself, which ''is 
unto all and upon all them that believe" (Phil. iii. 9 ; 
Rom. iii 22). No^ weigh over, poor soul, these six 
several proo& I have adduced of the position I advanced, 
and which you will now allow me to repeat ; namely, 
that thy God and Father loves thee with the same love 
wherewith he loves his own Son Jesus Christ. 

Nor, further, is it to be imagined, that Christ pro- 
cwred or pwrchased to us this love of our God. There 
are those who &ncy that mercy is extorted, wrestled, 
wrung out, from the hard, and cruel, and severe 
breast of our Father. That God would rather be 
angry if we would let him, but that, by dint of our 
prayers and of Christ's sacrifice, he is most reluctantly 
compelled to be mercifuL Even good men have un- 
guardedly countenanced such an idea. Thus Dr. Watts 
sings,— 

"Rich were the drops of Jesus' blood, 
That calmed his frowning face ; 
That sprinkled o'er the burning throne, 
And turned the wrath to grace." 

Oh, how much do they wrong our own dear good 
Father that think thus. The idea is wlwlly unscrip- 
tural, yea, it is opposed to Scripture. Each of the per- 
sons in the blessed Trinity loves us equally. Because the 
Father loved us, therefore he sent his Son into the world; 
because the Son loved us, therefore did he willingly 
undertake our cause; and because the Spirit loved us, 
therefore he agreed to convert and sanctify us. In all 
three, love was the ca/use, not the effect. WViea 3 o'Sfc^'s* 
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brethren had heen absent now some time from bam^ 
he did not undertake to seek them in order to indooe 
his father to love them, but because the patriarchy 
anxious for their welfare, gave him this commisskm: 
" Go, I pray thee, see whether it be well with thy 
brethren, and bring me word again." In like manner 
was it with our Father: "Grod so loved the worid 
THAT he gave his Son." Here was the love first; and 
how much love there is wrapped up in that word, " so," 
no tongue can tell; and then because he "so loved us** 
(John iii. 16; 1 John iv. 11), he gave his Son. Hcoioe 
I take my stand over the Bethlehem cradle stnd by the 
Cross of Calvary, for there God would have me learn 
what feelings he has towards me, and how inteose 
those feelings are. As for God, the love at the bottom 
of his heart I cannot see; but the only begotten Son, 
who is in his bosom, he hath "told him out,"* he bath 
wholly manifested that that heart is all love. So, then, 
if God had not given Christ at all, he had still been 
the same God of love, only we should not have known 
it. Or if Christ, instead of taking our nature and 
suffering for us, had taken the nature of angels and 
suffered for those of them who are fallen, as he might 
liave done had he pleased, God had still been love, 
perfect love. There were two kinds of creatures totally 
and entirely fallen ; he might have saved neither and 
pTinished both; he might have saved the angels and 
damned man (Heb. ii. 16); or he might, as in his free 
love he chose to do, he might have saved man and 
damned the angels. In either case Crod is still the 
scrnie unchanged, unchanging, unchangeable love. 
Perfect holiness, perfect justice, perfect love, unsullied 

« E|nY"»io"*To (John \. IftV 
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pnrity, had still been the same character of God which- 
ever he had chosen to do. And out of all these, 
" Christ loved the chnrch, and " therefore " gave him- 
self for it " (Eph. V. 25). « Glory be to God in the 
highest!" 

That Christ loved his people from everlasting with 
the same love which he exhibited when he expired on 
Calvary, is a subject fitiught with comfort to every 
poor depressed believer. It presents the Redeemer to 
his soul under such a soul-ravishins: aspect, as is 
indeed amply sufficient, when realised, to dispel all 
fears and doubts from his breast. The Son of God, 
happy in his Father's love from everlasting, then, 
thought of you and me and all his people, yea, and 
even then was he our covenant Head. Let imagination 
pierce the remotest recesses of the eternity that has 
fled, when as yet no creatures were made, when 
neither earth, nor heaven, nor stars, nor systems, nor 
angels, nor cherubim, nor seraphim, had any existence, 
when no fiat had gone forth from the mouth of the 
Almighty, when the glory of the eternal Trinity was 
wholly unmanifested, — ^that then, and before then, the 
Father had entered into a covenant with the Son of 
his love for the glorification of a certain number of 
individuals, whom with others he would create, and of 
himself in them (Eph. i. 3—1 1 ; Eph. iii. 1 1 ; 2 Tim. i. 9; 
Matt. XXV. 34; Eev. xiii. 8; Rev. xvii. 8; 2 Thes. ii. 
13, 14; Eom. ix. 23). These he granted to Jesus as his 
bride and church, and that he should purchase them 
for ever to himself by his blood (Rev. xxi. 9 ; Eph. v. 
24—32; John x. 15; 1 Peter ii. 9, 10; John xi. 52; 
Matt. XX. 28; Isaiah Hii. 11). These elect vesa^la, 
these loved souls, were from everlasting Te\vtfe^«vx\jfc^\ii 
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Jesus. As the high priest in olden times was wont to 
bear the names of all the tribes of Israel upon Im 
breast-plate when he appeared before Qod (Ex. zxviii 
29), so our great High Priest bore our names upon his 
hands and upon his heart (Is. xlix. 16; 2 Tim. iL 19; 
John X. 14). Hear this mightj Saviour alluding to 
these things in the eighth chapter of Proverbs: ^The 
Lord possessed me," says Christ, ''in the beginning oC 
his waj, before his works of old. I was set up 
(anointed*) from everlasting, from the beginning, or 

ever the earth was. Then I was bj 

him, as one brought up with him, and I was dailj his 
delight, rejoicing always before him; rejoicing in the 
habitable parts of the earth, and my delights were with 
the sons of men." Here is this illustrious Being toUk 
Jehovah and imth the sons of men. Who can this be 
but the Mediator, the God-Man Christ Jesus ? And 
here Jesus says that he was anointed and consecrated 
to his office from everlasting. So that from this and 
all the Scriptures which I just now quoted, it is plain 
that Jesus did not then first love his church when she 
had &llen with the rest of mankind in Adam, but that 
he had loved her ''with an everlasting love" (Jer. xxzi 
3), and, therefore, he betrothed her unto him for ever 
(Hosea ii 19). In due time he called all the millions 
of worlds into existence, and created the angels in 
their different ranks, "thrones, and dominions, and 
principalities, and powers." Presently after, this lower 
world appeared at his behest, when " the morning stars 
sang together, and all the sons of God shouted for joy" 
(Job xxxviii. 7). What made the angels exult so 
greatly on that occasion? Did they know, had he 

* irdDJ from "10^9 to pour out, anoint. 
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told them, that this earth was to be the platform of 
the contest between himself and his foes ? That from 
this little orb it was his Father's pleasure that aU the 
diyine glory should shine out resplendently? That 
here was to be bom all those elect souls who were each 
dearer to him than the apple of his eye ? (2iech. ii. 8.) 
That this remote comer of his universe was shortly to 
be* for ever the metropolis of his dominions ? Be this 
as it may, scarcely was man created ere he fell, and 
then began the manifestation of the love of God; then 
was first heard the blessed news, '* Deliver him from 
going down to the pit : I have found a ransom/' — ^not 
''I tviU find," no, the ransom has been found long 
before; but now the glorious announcement of a 
Bansomer, of a Kedeemer, first fell on mortal ears. 
Hence Christ is said to have been slain in the purposes 
of God "from the foundation of the world" (Eev. 
xiii. 8). And with all these multiplied testimonies of 
Holy Writ harmoniously chimes in our own seventeenth 
Article : " Predestination to life is the everlasting pur- 
pose of Grod, whereby before the /(ni/ndations of the 
world were laid he hath constomUy decreed by his 
counsel secret to us, to deliver from curse and damna- 
tion those whom he hath chosen m Christ out of 
mankind." Thus you see, then, that our own scriptural 
church teaches the same thing as I have been incul- 
cating, namely, that Christ was viewed as the federal 
Head and Bepresentative of his people from everlasting. 

* Some perions ignorantly think that this world is to be annihilated. Such 
I would ask two questions ;— First, Did you ever yet hear of the devil con- 
quering God? God has once pronounced this world **Tery good"— shall 
Satan bring him to destroy il? And, secondly, on this globe the God of 
beaTen has lived, and walked, and bled, and died. Is U UkeV^ XYiaX '«\v«X. \k»& 
been thus consecratod »baU ever cease to be? 
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And, my brethren, if you will take the pains to com- 
pare together all the several promises of the Messtali 
which are scattered up and down the Old Testament^ 
you will perceive that each successive one is phiiiM^ 
than the one preceding, until at length the doctrine of 
a Saviour suffering for the sins of others appeazB 
written as legibly in the pages of Isaiah as in the 
chapters of John. First, he is described as the seed 
of the woman (Gen. iiL 15) ; then, as the seed of 
Abraham, in whom all nations shall be blessed (Gen. 
xxii. 18); then, as the Shiloh, who shall gather the 
people together (Gren. xlix. 10); then, as the Prophet 
like imto Moses (Deut. xviii. 15); and so on. The 
promise, obscure, I say, at £rst, becomes more and more 
definite as time rolls on, until at length the time is 
mentioned when this ^' seed " shall come (Dan. ix. M), 
that he should be bom as a child (Isaiah ix. 6), and 
bom in a supematural manner (Isaiah viL 14), that 
although his birth-place should be Bethlehem Ephratah 
(Micah V. 2), yet that Galilee should have most of his 
presence (Isaiah ix. 1, 2), that he should descend from 
Abraham (Gren. xxii. 18), from Isaac (Gen. xxvi. 4), 
from Jacob (Gen. xxviii 14), fix)m the tribe of Judah 
(Psalm Ixxviii 67, 68), and from the fiimily of David 
(Isaiah xi. 1; Jer. xxxiiL 5), that he should be a 
Prophet (Deut. xviiL 15), a Priest (Psalm ex 4), and 
a King (Jer. xxiii. 5, 6 ; Zech. ix. 9). That frirther, 
although he should be thus perfectly a man, yet that 
he should be God (Isaiah xl. 3 ; Isaiah ix. 6), Jehovah 
(Mai. iiL 1), the "feUow" of God (Zech. xiiL 7), the 
Son of God (Psalm ii 12; Prov. xxx. 4), "God with 
us," Immanuel (Isaiah vii. 14). It was also declared 
that a messenger should precede him (MaL iiL 1), that 
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he should be anointed for ]^s wonderful work by the 
Holy Ghost (Isaiah Ixi. 1^ 2), that he should be perfectly 
holy (Isaiah xi. 5), and that he should work many 
miracles (Isaiah xxxv. 5, Q), that he should be very 
poor (Isaiah liii. 3)^ and almost universally hated 
(Pisalm Ixix. 4 ; Psalm iL 1 — 3). And, lastly, that he 
should suffer and die, ''not for himself" (Dan. ix. 26), 
but vicariously "for us men, and for our salvation," 
the Psalms, and 2iechariah, and Isaiah (specially in his 
fifty-third chapter), continually inculcate; as well as 
that he should be buried (Isaiah Hii. 9), raised from 
the dead (Psalm xvL 9, 10), and re-ascend into that 
heaven which for our sakes he had left (Psalm IxviiL 
18). AU these and many more things were uttered 
concerning our glorious Christ : like as in the taking of a 
portrait, first one touch of the Divine pencil was given, 
and then another, and then a third, until at l&st the 
picture was completed, and Jesus was drawn to the 
very life. Or, to change the figure, as the time of 
the dawn of day approached, the light waxed clearer 
and clearer, and brighter and brighter, until at length 
the Sun of Bighteousness (Mai. iv. 2) appeared first 
above the horizon at Bethlehem; higher and higher in 
the firmament did it ascend; "as long as" Christ was 
"in the world," he was "the light of the world" (John 
ix. 5); but the light shone in the darkness, and the 
darkness comprehended it not (John i. 5); until at 
length the natural sun became quite obscured when 
our Sim had reached his meridian (Matt, xxvii. 45), 
and there, at the Cross, beamed forth the glory of God 
with surpassing splendour, when righteousness and 
peace, wisdom, love, mercy, and justice, " kiaaed esAk 
other" (Faalm Ixxxv. 10), 
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Rut mom than thu Ib trae. Long, very long before 
t.ho JlcMliH^mor wan conceived of the Holy Ghost and 
>K)ni of the Virgin Mary, the sound of his distant 
fof^fall conlcl 1)0 most distinctly heard. In the time 
of Haiimol, for instance, Jehovah was pleased to leveil 
himself in Hhiloh "by the word of the Lord," that is 
to say, "through the Lord Jesus" (1 SanL iii 21). So^ 
too, it was Jehovah Jesus who was with the IsraelitiBh 
(church in the wilderness. It was not God the Father 
HjKunally, nor God the Holy Spirit, who fed them with 
bniad from heaven, and with water from the rock, who 
boro their perversities, and led them to Canaan, but it 
was JoHUH, as Rtephen and Paul both testify (Acts vii 
.^8 ; 1 Cor. viii. 9, 4). It was Jesus with whom 
Jacob wrosthHl near the brook Jabbok, for in one verse 
ho is called a " man,** and in another verse he is called 
GcmI ; and who is there that is both God and man, save 
J<wiik1 (Gen. xxxii. 24 and 28,) Yea, it was Jesus 
wlio delivenMl Jacob out of all his troubles, as he him- 
m\]f bears witness (Gen. xlviii. 15); for he calls him 
(}od, and yet in the sixteenth verse he calls him an 
angel, that is, messenger of God ; but Jesus is the only 
person who is both these. Again, it was Jehovah 
Jesus that appeared to Abraham on mount Moriah 
(Gen. xxii.), for in the sixteenth verse he is called 
Jehovah, whilst in the fifteenth he is called the angel 
or messenger of Jehovah; which exactly accords with 
Malachi's prophecy of Christ, who in one verse (MaL 
iii. 1) calls him " the Messenger of the Covenant" and 
"the Lord,** that is, Jehovah. Many more passages 
might be adduced in which it could be proved that 
where it is said, "The angel of the Lord appeared,** 
that it is the very Lord of the angela himself, the Lord 
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JesTis Christ. Let the above, however, suffice. What 
we desire to point out to you, my brethren, from them 
all is this : that Jesus was so yearning for the time 
when he should take up his abode with us, " his de- 
light," as he himself says, was so " with the sons of 
men" (Prov. viiL 31), that heaven and the heaven of 
heavens could not contain him, he was £Eiin continually 
to come down in some special sense or other to see how 
his brethren &ired, to comfort this one with the joy of 
his countenance, and to deliver that one from some 
great trouble or other. 

At length, however, that period approached which 
the apostle calls "the fulness of the time" (Gral. iv. 4). 
The time that God from everlasting had determined 
on; that prophets and seers had pointed to; when the 
world had tried every religion save the religion of God, 
and discovered the utter insufficiency and vanity of 
them all; when the church had been long enough im- 
der the tutelage of the law, and had been brought clearly 
to see the need of a Lamb of God's providing ; then 
€k>d sent forth his Son made of a woman. Oh, my 
brethren, that time — ^the link between two eternities; 
the moment which had ever been uppermost in the 
Father's mind ; to which everything else that had ever 
transpired in heaven or earth had, by an infallible de- 
cree, been made subservient ; for which the world 
hitherto had, imconsciously to itself been in a state of 
preparation; which holy men, and kings, and Simeons 
innumerable, had desired anxiously to see; when pro- 
phet after prophet, and herald after herald, had been 
for ages proclaiming the near approach of the illustrious 
stranger, one saying, "Behold thy King eoisi<^\jW 
(Zeck ix. 9), and another, " Behold yovxx ^o^V" ^^»- 
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xl. 9) — ^this time, my brethren, this glorious, this 
Holemii, thLj wonderful time had arrived ! Then He^ 
whOBe home had ever been equally on either side d 
the stars, who created and sustains the whole nniyene^ 
by whose fiat cherubim and seraphim sprang into ex- 
istence, and in whose smile delighted angels bask, aifc 
whose terrific frown Satan appalled dropped down 
into everlasting burnings, who says to a planet. Boll 
here, and to a sun, Give light there; He, who gatben 
the winds in his fists, holds the oceans in the hollow 
of his hand, and taketh up the isles as a very Uttie 
thing (Prov. xxx. 4; Isa. xL 15); He, my breth- 
ren, emptied himself of all his inconceivable glorjt 
divested himself of all his royal robes, put away from 
him the worship of all the inhabitants of heaven who 
are throned, each of them, though adoring; reined in 
the excessive brightness and majesty of his person,* 
contracted divinity to a span, entered the virgin's 
womb, took upon him the form of a servant, and was 
made in the '^ likeness of men." Oh, how great must 
have been his love, which could lead him to undertake 
so immense a journey in search of us ! From such 
glory to such abasement, from his Father's bosom to 
Bethlehem's manger, from the hallelujahs of heaven to 
the rough usage he met with on earth, from that place 
where all is purity, and aU is holiness, and all is love^ 

* One great mistake which some make with respect to the transfiguratioa 
scene it, that they suppose that the insufferable brightness in which Jetui was 
then arrayed, and which the eTangelists so laboar to describe, was owing to a 
light which shone on him Jrom above^ instead of, as is the truth, a light 
which shone Jrom him and out of him. The fact is, he would give those 
favoured disciples some idea of the majesty which was pent up within him, 
and for this purpose, he withdrew, as it were, his hand a little, in order to let 
out a ray of his pristine glory. Ck>mpare the several accounts of Matthew, 
Mark, and Luke, for proof of this. 
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this benighted and apostate world, a wilderness 
rhere few heavenly flowers bloom, to seek and to save 
kk beloved church, who, at least, were as entirely de< 
larted from God and holiness as other men are. 
7here, whence he had come, every heart beat with 
lerfect love to him, emulating hierarchs vied with each 
iher who should first perform his scarcely-expressed 
nshy and whose approving word would unstring their 
laming tongues and make them dumb with excess of 
ove and joy : here, whither he had come, every heart 
vas by nature inveterately steeled against liim, none 
mew him, none cared for him. When he was bom in 
Bethlehem, the city which belonged to him as the Sou 
if David, no home therein had room for him, no, not 
the very inn itself the place designed for the reception 
li strangers. But although his own knew him not, 
ihhough his own received him not, his servants recog- 
nised him even in his humiliation, even those on whom 
be has not bestowed any such love as he has exhibited 
towards us. Their joy seemed to know no bounds. It 
was midnight. Shepherds in the fields adjacent to the 
bown were keeping watch over their flocks. The stars 
ue shining brightly above their heads, when suddenly 
fehey are obscured by one whose countenance is as the 
lightning, descending rapidly from the spangled vault. 
In an instant he is upon them. He seems hardly able 
to contain himself so extreme is his rapturous joy. 
He speaks. " Behold," says he, " I bring you tidings 
of great joy, which shall be to all people; for to you" 
(not for us, but for you) '' is bom this day, in the city 
of David, a Saviour, which is Christ Jehovah." When, 
lo, the heavenly arch is rent in twain, light beyond 
the brightness of the sun streams foTtYi, aiiA. \»^)feTK«v% 

F 



66 THE brother's search. 

myriads of angelic spirits descend and stand in serri 
ranks with their melodious harps around the shephen 
heaven seems once again knit to earth in a &r mc 
wondrous manner than Jacob ever saw, for their Kii 
their Grod has taken flesh. Perhaps these celest 
strangers were returning to their native home fn 
attending him in his passage to this world, and h 
just received his permission to acquaint these shephei 
with the fact. And then their full, their overflowi 
hearts find vent in that fervent song of praise and ( 
ultation, — "Glory, glory, glory; glory be to Grod in i 
highest ! " 

My brethren, if these angelic beings had so mi} 
cause to be happy, and to adore and love our God, h 
much, how very much more have we? Oh, sure 
as they winged their way back again to heaven th 
would think to themselves, "Where will these wond< 
end 1 " Our Grod incarnate for his people's good ! 
love to them, Himself made like them ! How mn 
this church he comes to redeem must be loved ! 

My brethren, I return again to those questions 
have already pressed upon you, and would fain pr 
more and more upon myself Why did he love i 
Why did he love us so vastly? Was ever love h 
this ? Is it not infinitely surpassing all creature \om 
Joseph's love was great, indeed, when he went so : 
from his father's house to seek his brethren; but Jesui 
how much greater ! For, — and here I close to-di 
time forbids my enlarging upon it now, — Joseph cai 
not to his brethren aware that he would be sold, I: 
exi)ectiiig, and rightly expecting, a warm receptio 
but our Joseph, our Jesus, our own adorable Redeem 
came to us, not only expecting the reverse, not or 
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ecting to be sold, but he ccmie in order that he 
ht he sold, in order that he might be ill-treated, re- 
ed, hated, crucified, and that so he might receive us 
ds arms and clasp us to his bosom for ever. Do, I 
f you, meditate upon this single, wide distinction 
^een the love of Joseph and that of Jesus which I 
e pointed out ; and may the Lord, the Holy Spirit, 
8 such meditation to you, that you may love him 
■etum, give your heart to him, and serve him for 
r. Amen. 
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^And the patrian'chs, moved with envy, sold Joseph 
into Egypt : lut God was with hvm,r — Acts. viL 9. 

That unkiiidiiess cuts us the more keenly, the nearer 
allied to us those persons are &om whom we receive it, 
is a &ct, my brethren, too well known to us all to 
require proo£ The reason of it is plain. When those 
persons are united to us by blood, or knit to us by 
friendship^ and that friendship is cemented yet closer 
by time, by accumulated favours, and by our confiding 
disposition, we are naturally led to expect more and 
more from our inmost souls, that our love should be 
reciprocated. But when suddenly, treachery, in- 
gratitude, or Ul-will, starts up at our feet, at first we 
are bewildered, then shocked, and then our feelings are 
violently bent back and introverted, a sense of isolation 
and dismay ensues, all the more terrible to bear, the 
greater the contrast is to that which we had expected. 
The sacred narrative does not indeed inform us what 
the state of Joseph's mind was when first the horrible 
truth was forced upon him, that his brethren's hatred 
had been all along inveterate though dissembled, which 
forced dissimulation had served but to rankle and 
deepen it in their hearts; yet, nevertheless, we may 
well ima^fin^ th&t when the feet was Miy Taa?Mi<eg^ \.o 
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him, in all its nakedness and in all its hideonsness, h 
would be the prey, for a time, to the extremest anguisl 
and to sensations not far removed even fix)m despaii 
There is the exhausted youth at last up with then 
A tear of joy glistens in his eye as the thought thrill 
through him, " Now I'm with them," and then rushin 
forward, he anxiously enquires, " How fare ye, how &i 
ye, my brethren ?" and then his hand drops into ti 
hand of the nearest, and his head he reclines on h: 
bosom. Poor Joseph ! how pale and wan you look 
Yes, the journey has been a long one for you, and the 
you have often been terrified by wild beasts, and pe 
haps, too, by brutal men. But you care not ; you ai 
happy now. Ah, take your head away. That brew 
has no love for thee. Unnatural passions are ri 
there. See, those cruel brethren of his are encirclin 
him. Pity again knocks for admission to their heart 
whilst they look upon their fatigued, lovely, lovii 
brother; but his dreams, his dreams, re-awake the 
envy, and nerve them for the cruel deed they hai 
determined to commit. At first they had thought < 
slaying him at once ; but Reuben, touched with remors 
had kept them from their purpose, in hopes of devisir 
some expedient by which he might restore him safe] 
to his fether. Their plan, therefore, now is, to cast hi 
into some pit, and leave him to perish there wit 
hunger, and thirst, and cold. You know, my brethre: 
what those pits were for. When a place was infestc 
with lions, or other beasts of prey, the inhabitan* 
were wont to dig deep holes near their supposed haunt 
the mouths being covered over with a thin surface < 
boughs or stubble, in order that they, treading thereoi 
unconscioua of danger, mighfc b^ i^T^c\\ivfc«Aied to tl 
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bottom (see 2 Sam. xxiiL 20). Many expressions 
scattered up and down the book of Psalms are in allu- 
sion to this ancient practice, as Psalm vii. 15, ^'He 
made a pit, and digged it, and is fallen into the ditch 
which he made." It was in one of such pits that his 
brethren had determined to leave their unoffending 
victim, gradually to pine away through starvation. 
Scarcely, then, has he arrived, ere they begin to put 
their design into execution. That brother, on whose 
breast he' had so affectionately recHned his head, with 
a surly word and a cruel blow, bids him stand u}). 
Amazed, the poor youth lifts up his eyes, and shudders 
with terror as he discerns his angry look. He is about 
to look around to the others for help and explanation, 
when three or four hands seize hold of his coat, — his 
eoat of many colours, — ^that eye-sore of theirs, and tear 
it roughly from his back. Many bitter taunts and 
biting words now fall upon his ears. Their voices, 
their £su;es, assure him it is really his brethren who are 
thus treating him, otherwise he would fain have per- 
suaded himself it was a dream. Then one, more fero- 
cious than the rest, grasps his arm and leads him 
towards the pit. In vain does he ask them what they 
are about to do, in vain does he call them each by theii* 
names, addressing himself first to one and then to 
another, and implore their forgiveness for whatever he 
has done that has displeased them ; their sneers, their 
cruel hints at his dreams, only let in the truth upon 
his mind that they are about some premeditated, pre- 
concerted plan. He grasps their feet, he cries most 
bitterly, he looks now into the face of one, and then 
at another, to try if he cannot induce any of tivfeiSL \i<i 
relent, when presently they stop sViort. TY^aix. V«o <ii 
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thtiiu each seize a haud, lift him over the pit, and theD, 
althou<rli his feet scarcely tonch the bottom, they lei go 
their liold. Then do those wretched men quietly letiie 
despite all his prayers, and all his importimitieB, and 
all his tears, and sit do^'n complacently to their evoiiiig 
meal, adding thereto, donbtleas, some of the Uitk 
dainties that Joseph had so considerately brou^t for 
their comfort. Now whilst they are eatings his cm 
refresh their souls, when they again call to mind his 
significant dreams, and their foolish Other's manner in 
which he had assured them that God was often pkased 
to reveal his wiU by dreams, yea, that thus he had done 
with Abraham, with Isaac, and with himself. Now, 
think they, we shall soon see what will become of his 
dreams. Envy hail rendered them cruel and bloodr 
thirsty, and it now made them unbelieving. Truly, 
truly, one sin indulged in prejiares us for the commia- 
siou of a thousand more ! 

Meantime, Joseph redoubles his shrieks and cries, 
as the inhuman pur|)oses of his brethren reveal them- 
selves more tuUy to his mind, "What, to be left to 
starve in that pit ! Oh, Simeon, oh, Levi, do forgive 
me ! Oh, my father, my &ther, shall I never see your 
face again ! Alas, how cruel was your kindness which 
so unwittingly set my brethren against me !" At 
length, what with his journey, with hunger, and with 
weeping, he sinks down exliausted at the bottom of 
the pit, crying, " O God, God of my &ther, help me ! ** 
Met h inks a voice would then whisper in his heart, 
" Courage, Joseph, there is a * Brother bom for ad- 
versity*" (Prov. xvii. 17). Then would he begin to 
leani that lesson which all the chosen of Gk>d must 
learn, that God in the training \i\v of bi& cbildcen for 
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the eternal weight of glory which is in store for them, 
makes constant use of affliction. He intends not that 
we should reach heaven in an easy chair, but in a 
chariot oi fire. There had been hitherto doubtless too 
much sur&c&-work in Joseph's religion; it was now to 
be deepened. The words of truth had distilled so 
gently from his Other's lips, that grace had penetrated 
into his heart ere he was IfoUy aware of it. That pa- 
rent's love, his pleasant home, and his innocent amuse- 
ments^ still, however, occupied an undue place there. 
But God treats his children as the eagle does her young 
(Deut. xxxiL 11). "He stirreth up" our "nest." He 
is jealous of our love. He has determined that we 
shall be acquainted with him, and blessed be his name 
for this his determination. He will force himself into 
every comer of our heart. He has loved us at a costly 
rate, and, therefore, he will have nothing less than our 
inmost souls. " Christ is all and in all" (Col. iii. 11) 
is a truth not merely inscribed in the pages of his 
word, but to be written in letters of Calvary's blood 
by the Spirit of the living God upon the fleshly tablets 
of our hearts. Oh, my brethren, when sanctified trou- 
ble comes, how full, how suitable, how precious, Jesus 
appears then ! We make use of him so much more, we 
get nearer to him so much ofbener, he appears so much 
more lovely, as may well make us welcome affliction, 
prefer aflliction, — such affliction, I mean, as has such 
blessed results, — as may indeed constrain us to imite 
with the Psalmist, "It is good for me that I have been 
afflicted," 

But "as thy days, so shall thy strength be" (Deut. 
xxxiii. 25), — ^thus runs a clause in the laeaN^vvVj 
chartar. The Lord always proportions tYifc \jto\3\Jvfc 
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which ho Hees good to lay upon his children to the 
Htrongth and grace which he has given them. Look, 
my brethren, at yonder forest. Observe that the trow 
oil the outHkirts are mnch stronger than those in the 
interior. How shall we account for this ) Those trees 
have been more exposed to the wind, which his 
Htrougthonod them and made them strike their rooto 
deei)er into the soil. I^ however, they had encoimteied 
a tempestuous hurricane when they were yet tender 
saplings, soon would they have been prostrated ; hot 
then they were sheltered by others in front, which in 
process of time have been removed. Now let the storm 
b(5 ever so boisterous, they only part with a few stray 
leaves. Hence learn, my brethren, the method of 
God's procedure with his people. That trouble which 
you dread so much whilst yet in the distance shall 
not, no, it shall not crush thee, it shall but drive thee 
nearer to Christ. Nor shall it come at random, the 
hand that was pierced for you shall mete it out so as 
you shall be able to bear it. There will be greater 
trials for you after this, when he has given you greater 
grace through that trial now impending. Look at the 
ten great trials of Abraham; mark how each increased 
in severity, until the last was, "Take thy son, thy Isaac, 
and offer him up for a burnt-offering." Why, if such 
a command had been given to him when first a chris- 
tian, it had been too much for him. And so with 
Joseph too ; this unkind treatment was almost the 
first bitter drop he had had to drink; many more such, 
yea, many bitterer ones yet awaited him. But, how- 
ever, in them all, as we shall see, " God was with him, 
and delivered him out of all h^ affictions" (Acts 
vii, 9, 10). 
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Still, mark, as the mode, so the time of deliverauce 
is generally very different from that which we might 
be led to expect. Seldom does God deliver us before we 
have been brought to the verge of despair. The reason 
is plain. Look at your own mode and you will find 
something or other carnal in it ; look at your own time 
and you wiU invariably find it to be the present. But 
yon must learn that as i/n Gh/rist you are princes to 
prevail with (xod, so in yourselves you are abject beg- 
gars. How many saintly souls are thirsting for the 
blessing of assurance of salvation. They would give 
anything to get it, yet they have it not ; because the 
language of their hearts must more intensely be, " The 
dogs wnder the table eat of the children's crumbs." 
Art thou such an one % One word of counsel I have 
for thee. Thou must be down in the dust, with your 
eyes intently fixed alone on Calvary's Cross; there and 
then you shall find assurance, not before. It is very 
kind of the Lord that he defers his deliverance until 
we have been brought to our wit's end. Ah, infinitely 
valuable are the lessons which we learn thereby. We 
learn more of the desperate wickedness of our own de- 
ceitful hearts which rendered it so difficult to live by 
fidth in an unseen God, and much more of the supera- 
bounding grace of our God, in that, notwithstanding 
all our unbelief he would still be gracious to us. 
Delivered, then we see that he has been watching over 
us for good all the time, we are ashamed and himibled 
at the despair which was beginning to steal across our 
bosoms, and we imwillingly discover that much of our 
previous confidence was but natural and earthly, 
merely arising from ways of escape which w© coxxld "sss^. 
with our eyes, and that the momeiit t\ie \aa\> ^ocs>\ ol 
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hope seemed shut^ that moment our hearts miflgave nfi. 
Delivered, we are then overwhehned at the sense of all 
the Lord's goodness to ns, and of all his free^ and fall, 
and unmerited love, and by blessed experience we enter 
further into the meaning of our Lord's words, "She 
loved much because she had much forgiven." Teflj 
beloved, then we are constrained to hide our heads m 
the dust, whilst as for the Lord, we wish we had ten 
thousand hearts, that each might be devoted to his 
praise. The rocks of Pihahiroth, the presence chamber 
of King Ahasuerus, and many other places^ as well as 
the pit of Joseph, are each and all witnesses to the 
truth of these remarks. 

And as for thee, oh, wicked man, to whom is pe^ 
mitted the horrid privilege of persecuting the righteous 
beware I For yofwt own sake, let them alone. They 
have a Friend on high who is mighty, who will avenge 
their cause. The Lord of Hosts is his name. Touch 
them, and you touch the apple of his eye (Zech. iL 8). 
Know this, that all you are doing against them shall 
but injure yourself and shall all be overruled for their 
welfare. This Haman foimd, and so shall you. Would 
you like a more recent specimen ) Then here is one 
taken from Foxe's Acts and Monuments. It is the 
case of a poor woman, whose name is forgotten herb, 
who was burnt to death in Chipping, Sudbury, in the 
reign of King Henry the Seventh. Her criine in the 
eyes of her enemies was Lollardism, that is. Protest- 
antism, and her judge was a Doctor Whittington, the 
chancellor of the bishop in whose diocese she lived. 
The historian himself shall tell the rest of the story. 
" After this godly woman and manly martyr of Christ 
was condemned by the wretched chanQellor above- 
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named, Dr. Whittington, for the ^Eiithful profession of 
the truth, which the Papists then called heresy, and 
the time being now come when she should be brought 
to the place and pains of her martyrdom, a great con- 
course of all the multitude both in the town and 
country about was gathered to behold her end; among 
whom was also the aforesaid Dr. Whittington, the 
chancellor, there present to see the execution done. 
Thus this fidthM woman and true servant of God, 
constantly persisting in the testimony of the truth, 
committing her cause to the Lord, gave over her life 
to the fire, refusing no pains nor torments to keep her 
conscience clear and unreprovable in the day of the 
Lord. The sacrifice being ended, the people began to 
return homeward, coming from the burning of this 
blessed martyr. It came to pass in the meantime, that 
as the Catholic executioners were busy in slaying this 
silly lamb at the town's end, a certain butcher was as 
busy within the town, slaying a bull ; which bull he 
held fast bound in ropes, ready to knock him on the 
head. But the butcher (beliking not so skilful in his 
art of killing beasts as the Papists be in murdering 
christians) as he was lifting his axe to strike the bull, 
&iled in his stroke and smote a little too low, or else 
how he smote, I know not ; this is certain, that the 
bull, although somewhat grieved at the stroke, but yet 
not stricken down, put his strength to the ropes, and 
brake loose from the butcher into the street, the very 
same time that the people were coming in great press 
from the burning, who seeing the bull coming towards 
them, and supposing him to be wild (as it was no other 
like), gave way for the beast, every man. ahiftm^ fet 
himself a3 well aa he might. Thus t\i© poo^^fe ^Nr«i% 
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back, and making a lane for the bull, he passed through 
the throng of them, touching neither man nor child 
till he came where the chancellor was, against whom 
the bull, as pricked with sudden vehemency, ran fall 
butt with his horns, and taking him upon the haunch, 
gored him through and through, and so killed him im- 
mediately, carrying his entrails, and trailing them with 
his horns, all the street over, to the great admiration 
and wonder of all them that saw it." Persecuting the 
IHJople of God is no light thing then. None ever found 
it to bo so. Whether God afterwards in his soyereign 
love gave the persecutor repentance unto life, and made 
the stones that fell on Stephen's head to break Paul's 
heart;* whether he let the wretch live afterwards 
many years with a hardened and impenitent heart, as 
an Ahab; or whether he immediately avenged his own 
elect, as he did in the time of Haman, Pharaoh, and of 
the i)oor wretch Whittington mentioned above; still 

* Saul was an unconverted man until Christ stopped him in his headloog 
career, ** breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the 
Lord.'* That such a man should be thus turned from a lion, or rather wild 
boar, into a lamb, it as eminent an example as can be found in all the Bible 
that it is not by the force of free-will, but by the power of free and inTinciUe 
grace, that a sinner is brought from darkness to light, and from the domioioo 
of Satan to that of God. Yet I think there are traces to be found in proof 
that the prayer and murder of Stephen, in which Saul not only assisted, bat 
had the chief hand (as Augustine says, " keeping the clothes of all, that he 
might have a hand in the stone-throw of all "), that these pricked his oon- 
science and rendered him an unhappy man. Thus when Luke says that the 
face of Stephen at the council resembled that of ** an angel " (Acts vi. 15), it 
is very probable that he got the information from Paul his fellow-traveler, 
who was present on the occasion. And if this be the case, then we have the 
effect of Stephen's appearance and speech upon the mind of Paul. Further 
than this, there are expressions in St. Paul's writings bearing a marked rda- 
tion to words used in the speech of Stephen, as if they had been imprinted on 
his memory (thus, compare Acts vii. 48, with Acts xvii. 24 ; compare Acts vii. 
53, with Gal. iii. 19). Each refers to the same passage (compare Acts vii. 44, 
with Heb. viii. ft). Each breathes the same prayer (compare Acts vii. 60, with 
2 Tim, if. 16). 
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all I believe have been made to feel, that although God 
for their good is pleased oftentimes to afflict his own 
people, he will let none others do it with impimity. 
This the brethren of Joseph discovered ; their un- 
natural cruelty preyed upon their conscience long after- 
wards, leading them, not once, doubtless, but frequently, 
to ejaculate, " Did we not see the anguish of his soul, 
when he besought us and we would not hear ? there- 
fore is this distress come upon us" (Gen. xlii. 21); 
this, I say, they discovered, and so shall you. 

Joseph's tears are hushed ; deliverance appears. 
That infidel chuckle of his brethren, "We shall see what 
will become of his dreams," gives place to love of 
money. A caravan of Ishmaelitish merchants, bearing 
the productions of Gilead to barter in Egypt are seen 
approaching. What led those men to that spot at 
that peculiar and critical juncture, and what induced 
these cruel brethren so instantaneously to change their 
purpose, can never be truthftdly answered by any one 
who disbelieves in the eternal predestination of God, 
"whereby," to use the words of Archbishop Usher, 
"he governs even the transgressor against his holy 
will." However, their purpose is changed, and again 
God did wisely what they did wickedly. The thought 
occurs to Judah, "What profit is there, if we slay our 
brother and conceal his blood ? Come," says he, " and 
let us sell him to the Ishmaelites, and let not our hand 
be upon him; for he is our brother and our flesh." 
Thus does this sleek monster disguise under oily words 
his wretched love of money. "And his brethren were 
content," pithily says the narrative. Oh, hypocrisy, 
who enablest thy proteges to commit any and. e^er^ 
Bin, and art ever ready with, subterfages and ma^a toe 
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them; by whose magic, hellish wand detestable vices 
are made to appear to others, and to their owners, too, 
as if they were golden virtues; ofi&pring of Satan! 
parent of Judas ! how dismal shall be thy look when 
the divine brightness of the judgment-mom pierces in 
and through thee, strips thee naked, and exposes all thy 
wretched sophistry ! My brethren, many have ever been 
the votaries of hypocrisy. When the Eedeemer trod 
the earth, the Pharisees, those sanctified scoundrels, could 
not endure his searching gaze, who whilst he had gentle 
words for every contrite sinner that approached him, 
ever and anon to them broke forth in words of thunder, 
"Woe unto you, Scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites" 
(Matt, xxiii. 13 — 29). And I am persuaded that when 
he comes again the world shall be full of professors of 
religion, like it is now, of those who, to use the 
language of St. Paul, shall be "without natural affec- 
tion, despisers of those that are good, traitors, lovers 
of pleasure," and who yet cover all v/p wnder the ^^/orm 
of gocUmess " (2 Tim. iii. 1 — 5). 

The bargain is soon concluded, and Joseph is now a 
slave. It was their own brother whom these men sold, 
the son of Israel's old age, their only parent's darling; it 
was to perfect strangers that they sold him, to persons 
who cared not, except for their own selfish ends, whether 
he died or lived. They sold him under the full expec- 
tation of never seeing him again, with the prospect 
clearly in view, that chains, and servitude, and mental 
and bodily torture, awaited him, and that nothing bat 
death would terminate his woes. The price they received 
was twenty pieces of silver, that is to say, two pieces 
for each individual. For that sum of money these men 
could steel their hearts to tantalise their brother with 
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a hope of deliverance, to lift him from the pit, to sneer 
at his transient joy^ to consign him into the hands of 
the merchants. Unmoved, they can behold his haggard 
expression and grief-worn countenance, complacently 
can see the innocent youth bound and led away by 
dealers in human living flesh and blood, can calmly see 
joy succeeded by astonishment, astonishment by terror, 
and terror by anguish, in their brother's face. Yes, I 
say, they can look on this scene icily, triumphantly, 
derisively; they can see the caravan move on, they 
can hear his moans waxing fainter and £sdnter as it 
proceeds. Now it appears as a dark speck in the dis- 
tance, and now it has disappeared altogether. Now 
they have leisure to finish their evening meal, to 
deliberate what they shall do with their money, and 
how they shall deceive their father. You are aware of 
the device which they determine to practise on their 
aged parent. The many-coloured coat dipped in goat's 
blood is exhibited to him; he recognises it as his son's 
coat, concludes he has been torn in pieces by wild 
beasts, and so abandons himself to poignant grief As 
for Joseph, he is taken to Egypt, and is there purchased 
by Potiphar, a grandee of that coimtry. Surely, my 
brethren, surely Adam's fall must have been total, and 
must have involved us all, like begetting like, unclean 
proceeding from the unclean (Job. xiv. 4, and xxv. 4), 
ere such consummate wickedness could have been 
perpetrated by his descendants. Nor blame them 
only, my christian friends, as though their crimes 
had placed them beyond the pale of humanity. 
Such heinous guilt is far from uncommon, and you 
yourselves have committed a sin infinitely more 
aggiavated^ and of a far deeper dye, e\eii ^XiiaAi \Xi^\» 

a 
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of theirs. You start ! You shake your head incre- 
dulously ! Listen ! 

Is not Jesus infinitely worthier of our love than 
Joseph ever was or could he of his brethren's! 
Worthier, as I have in the preceding discourseB shewn 
to you, both on account of the inoonceiyable dignity 
of his Person, as the only begotten Son of Qod^ and of 
the freeness and fulness of his love to us, a love thai 
led him to unite himself to us in the indissoluble bon& 
of an everlasting covenant as our Husband and 
Brother, that brought him from the highest throne of 
glory to take our nature, guilt, shame, woes, and so^ 
ferings, that we might be with him for ever; — ^worthier 
indeed he is. Yet, what treatment did he experience 
from us ? I speak not of the harlot world, — ^their be- 
haviour towards him will be considered in the succeed- 
ing lecture; but I ask, how did we demean ourselves 
towards him, we whom he so loved, we whom he 
came to save? The apostle gives us the answer in few, 
but pregnant words ; " He came xmto his own, and his 
own received him not" (John i. 11). We hated him, 
we rejected him, we crucified him. And our opposition 
would have continued until this day, yea, and for ever, 
unless the Spirit of God had touched our hearts, 
affected them with a sense of his exceeding love, and 
made us cry out, '^Alas, alas, 7 have crucified my 
Saviour. / have imbrued my hands in innocent blood, 
in the sacred blood of him that loved me. I crowned 
him with thorns. 7 drove the nails into those dear 
hands and feet. 7 pierced his side. 7 slew himu" Do 
you hesitate to say this, my brethren ? Then, if so, 
your hearts are still at enmity with him, you are yet 
in the bond of iniquity. For you have yet to learn 
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those lessons which the Spirit of Grod aloue can teach 
you : first, that neither Caiaphas, nor Pilate, nor 
Herod, coold have had any power against him, unless 
we had been sinners, — that it was our sins laid npon 
him that made him suffer: and, secondly, that if you 
had been alive when Jesus was upon the earth, and 
had had the opportimity, you yourselves, unless the 
Spirit of Grod had preserved you, you yourselves would 
have rejected him, denied him, crucified him. Those 
that did reject him acted as your representatives, were 
animated with the same spirit that, until the Spirit of 
Gkxl converted your hearts, animated you; so that if 
you and they could have mutually changed the re- 
spective times of your living in this world, you living 
in their times and they in yours, you would have 
turned your backs upon Jesus so as they did; and then 
those we must equally have laboured to convince that 
they were as vile as you, as now we have to labour to 
convince you that you are as vile as they. It was the 
realisation of this truth, my dear brethren, that caused 
the evangelical prophet to give utterance to those 
moumfol expressions concerning the treatment which 
his Saviour should experience — expressions, in which 
he blames not the Jews of Christ's time merely, excul- 
pating himself but he speaks in the first person, 
accusing himself as well as them. These are his words: 
"He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, 
and acquainted with grief; and loe hid as it were our 
&ces from him; he was despised; he was despised, and 
WE esteemed him not " (Isaiah liii. 3). 

Oh^ it is indeed affecting and deeply humiliating as 
respects ourselves, and truly heart-rending aa T«&\e«fes^ 
oar adorable Redeemer, to read tbe accovmt^ %k& ^u!ev^'^ 
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are delivorcd in the gospels of the leoeption which he 
met with from his brethren, those whom he came to 
Hiivii ; and then, at each sncoessive incident in the luu^ 
rativos, to place onrselves amongst them, and whisper to 
finr Houls, ^'Thns, and thus, and thus, did jaa behave^ 
( ) iny soul." Now by the term, '^brethren of Clhiist," yoa 
an) not to understand only or chiefly the eleven apos- 
tU*H and the soTonty disciples, but also ^all those tint 
wore to believe on him through their woid,** for all 
theH(3 were his brethren, truly though not manifestly 
Ui the world, by virtue of that "everlasting cofveaoBsA 
. ordered in all things and sure." All these wexe truly 
liiH brethren; all these he had come to sav^ and did 
Have too, as well as those who acknowledged him whikt 
he was on earth. His eye was on them all, be loved 
them all, he knew them all, though they knew not him. 
He thought of you and me, my brethren ; our names 
were "engraven upon the palms of his hands," yea, 
upon the bottom of his heart. Sometimes he would 
talk about us more particularly, as when he said those 
swoot words, " I lay down my life for the sheep. And 
other Hheep I have, not of this (Jewish) fold: them also 
I muHt bring, and they shall hear my voice; and there 
shall be one fold, and one shepherd" (John x. 15, 16). 
Hence wo find him after his ascension encouraging 
Paul when he came to wicked Corinth with these 
words, " Bo not afraid, but speak, .... for I 
have much people in this city" (Acts xviii. 9, 10). He 
loved as all then, and thought of us all, as well the 
last elect soul that shall be bom ere he comes again as 
Peter himself, for he is such a God is our God as that 
he " calleth things that be not as though they were" 
(lium. iv. 17). But oh, how infatuated, my bi-ethreu, 



THB bsethben's tbeatment. 85 

were we, and those of our brethren who lived in the 
time of Christ, as that we could so cruelly turn our 
backs upon him who loved us so freely, and that we 
could hate him without a cause. In our last discourse 
we reminded you that as soon as he was bom, he was 
houseless, the critical situation of his mother not 
moving any one in pity to make room for her.* Not 
a single human being could find room for Christ, and 
so a cattle-shed witnessed the birth of the King of 
Glory. O Saviour, why should I repine at aught thy 
love appoints me here, when thou thyself didst volun- 
tarily assume such abject poverty? Yes, thou dost 
design it to thy saints as a special &.vour, when thou 
dost determine their lot to be to follow thee through 
ignominy, suffering, and want ! What scorn thou 
didst pour on all that the world calls great ! The 
world's conceptions of grandeur are purple robes, and 
golden chains, and servile outward homage. Their 
tinseled glory vanishes the moment such things are 
withdrawn. Such trifles cannot add to thy glory, 
nothing can; thou art glorified the more thou art 
known. But from Bethlehem's manger T see more of 
thy real greatness, majesty, grace, and love, than even 
I can from thy heavenly throne. The glory shining 
from that manger, though more subdued, infinitely 
transcends any that angelic eye ever saw, for there can 
be seen more of Thee. O wonder of wonders, Mary 

* May not this be adduced as one of the proofs of the authenticity of cho 
sacred narrative, that ** there was no room for them in the inn"? What 
forger would have thought of mentioning this unless it had really occurred ? 
And yet how probable that such a circumstance would occur. Mary had to 
travel f^om Nazareth to Bethlehem. In her state, such a journey must 
be performed by easy stages. Hence most of those who had to go to 
Bethlehem would arrive before Joseph and her, and cot\%e*vuPt\\\^ \.\\^. \\\w 
would be fuii. 
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holds her God and Savioxir upon her breast ! 
giving food to him^ and he is giving life to her 
is there folded in her arms, and he is there lying 
bosom of his eternal Father! (John i. 18, and i 
He is there asleep in her lap, and he is th 
the same time sustaining myriads of syste: 
worlds, and giving life, and breath, and all i 
to all creation ! 

Of the life of Christ previous to his solemn 
guration to his mediatorial work and office 
baptism. Scripture is almost entirely silent, fc 
thereby a remarkable contrast between the in 
and the apocryphal gospek We may, however, , 
that Joseph died long before his reputed Son, 
after the baptism of Christ he is not once meni 
When, upon one occasion, his mother and his br 
stood without, desiring to speak with him (M» 
47), no mention is made of Joseph. And, 
crucifixion, when his mother, and his aunt, and 
the beloved disciple, were present, still there 
allusion to the presence of Joseph. If he had 
alive, would Jesus have committed his mother 
care of John; thereby, even in those solemn moi 
giving proof of his obedience to the fifth com 
mentl 

These observations, my brethren, will partly p 
our minds for the startling Scriptural assertioi 
Jesus, from the first moment of his ministerial < 
was a houseless wanderer. This was not the case 
sionally but ordinarily. Hence, when he repell< 
who would have followed him from imworthy m' 
he gave vent to that affecting exclamation, "The 
have holes, and the birds of the air have nests, b 
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Son of Man hath not where to lay his head " (Matt, 
viii. 20). As if he had said, " Think not that follow- 
ing me is the path to honour and to plenty, quite the 
reverse; so poor am I, so imcared for by all men, that 
whilst all others have a home, not excepting even the 
very beasts of the field, and the fowls of the air, he 
under whom you would enlist has none." In accor- 
dance with these words we read that, upon another 
occasion, he spent the night {ep rtf irpoffevxv tov Oeov) 
^in the prayer-house of God" (Luke vL 12). Prayer- 
houses were built all over Palestine, for the use of 
pious Jews to retire to when they pleased, for the pur- 
poses of meditation and prayer. They merely consisted 
of four bare walls, with no other roof than the canopy 
of heaven. In such places as these it appears Jesus 
was wont to pass his nights. But the most affecting 
incident of this sort of which we read, is that one re- 
corded in John vii. 53, with viii. 1, 2. It is a great 
pity the chapter there has been divided so badly, as the 
very pith of the story is thereby half concealed. Jesus 
had been teaching in the temple. The people, charmed, 
had exclaimed, many of them, " This is the prophet ;" 
others, yet more bold, "This is the Christ." The 
officers of the Pharisees sent to apprehend him, awed 
by his looks, and riveted by his words, forgot the 
object of their mission, and returned without him. 
The Sanhedrim and others, more enraged thereat than 
ever, and scandalised at the £skct of Jesus having been 
brought up in Gralilee, pertinaciously maintained him 
to be a deceiver. Meanwhile evening approaches, and 
for a time ends the quarrel. Those who admire his 
teaching, and those who hate it, each and all go to 
their "own house," But whither goea \\ie 'l^»«3<[i^x 
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himself] A» he has no home to shelter him, and all 
are acquainte^l with his poverty, how many invitations 
does ho receive ] Not ona The story prooeeds, s 
" Jesus went to the mount of Olives " (John viiL 1), 
probably to some prayer-house or other built near ite 
summit. And there this inde&tigable Saviour, ever 
bent on doing good, ''early in the morning," and 
hungry, as we may well imagine, returns again to the 
temple, and there do his restless enemies recommoioe 
their plans to ensnare him. So that we may now 
gather how each party had been employed during the 
silent hours of night. They, in concocting fi^sh 
schemes for his ruin; he, in pleading for them, ''not 
for the world, but for those given to him" (John xvii 
9,) at the throne of his Father. Adorable Redeemer, 
how abounding is thy love ! 

Oftentimes were the people ravished with the words 
of Christ. At one time, it is said, " many believed on 
him" (John viii. 31). On another occasion, they 
would fain have made him king (John vi. lo), at least 
for a few days, imtil they had altered their minds. 
At another time, he was preaching in the synagogae 
of Nazareth, " and," says the evangelist, " all bare him 
witness, and wondered at the gracious words that 
proceeded out of his mouth" (Luke iv. 22). Bnt 
their hearts were, meanwhile, unaffected and un- 
renewed. Hence their fickle souls were soon offended, 
when they heard of truths which were unpalatable. 
Look to the issue of that same discourse of his, the 
beginning of which had so pleased the Nazarenes. He 
had been saying that he was " sent to preach the gospel 
to the poor, to heal the broken-hearted, and to proclaim 
the acce])table year of the Lord." Thus far they are 
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pleased. Then he reminds them that his mercy is 
electing, sovereign, and free. And then we read that 
"when they heard these things they were filled with 
wrath, and rose up and thrust him out of the city, and 
led him to the brow of the hill whereon their city was 
built, that they might cast him down headlong" 
(Luke iv. 16 — 29). And much in the same way 
terminated those other cases of the Jews' admiration 
of Jesus which we have cited above. 

It is a solemn proo^ dear Mends, of the wretched- 
ness and helplessness of our condition by nature, that 
as it ^ necessary that Christ himself should suffer, 
ere we could be pardoned, of so dark a hue were 
our sins; so it is necessary that the Lord, the Holy 
Spirit himself should take us in hand, ere we can think 
one good thought, or advance one step towards the 
Saviour of our souls. It is as difficidt for the arrow 
of the divine word to reach the hearts of the careless, 
as those of its avowed opponents. Love of sin is 
naturally in every heart, and is the real cause of the 
volatility and frivolity of the one, as of the determined 
rage of the other. I firmly believe, however, that in 
many cases the latter are nearer the kingdom of God 
than the former. Who knows but that in the secret 
breast of that man that appears so decided a foe to 
the truth of God, there may be truth rankling and 
rousing up the natural godlessness of his nature, which 
before was more like a snake in winter ? Whilst, on 
the other hand, with those who hear and approve of 
many things we say, yet would not mind if we had 
said exactly the reverse, oh, their hearts ai*e callous, 
stoical, infidel ! Attachment to the world and to sin^ 
seals almost impenetrahly their beaxta. TVv^ \v^^nn 
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laden clouds of our sermons may thunder and lighten 
over the heads of our people without any efiect, until 
the Spirit direct them. This the prophet Esekid 
found, as the Lord testifies : " They come unto thee ai 
the people cometh, and they sit before thee as mf 
people, and they hear thy words, but they will not do 
them : for with their mouth they shew much love, hot 
their heart goeth after their covetousness. And, h, 
thou art unto them as a very lovely song of one thtt 
hath a pleasant voice, and can play well on an instru- 
ment : for they hear thy words, but they do them not * 
(Ezek. xxxiii. 31, 32). When once, however, the word 
begins to take effect, and to touch men's consdenoeiS 
its first appearance is oftentimes in the way of opposi- 
tion. As for the people in our Saviour's time, iAn&f 
were willing to be healed, and to be fed with manna; 
but then he struck home to their hearts when he 
testified, " Ye seek me, not because ye saw the miradfls 
(and felt convinced thereby that I am the Son of God), 
but because ye did eat of the loaves, and were filled" 
(John vi. 26). And then he dealt them some plain 
and homely truths, which effected that, from wishing 
to crown him (verse 15), they "murmured at him, and 
said. Is not this Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose &ther 
and mother we know?" (verses 41 and 42); and "many 
of his disciples went back, and walked no more with 
him" (verse 66). See, my brethren, the consequence of 
declaring the whole counsel of God. It shook off their 
easy carelessness, and led them to be more decided; 
hostile truly, but still one step was gained, the sur&ce 
was broken, truth did not so quickly glide off after- 
wards as before. And who can tell what befell these 
men, many" of them, after the day of Pentecost ? 
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Bnt what was the doctrine that had so offended 
them? We have seen in the former case (Luke iv. 
25 — 27) it was that of election. And if we well weigh 
over Christ's expressions in this chapter (John vi.), we 
shall find that it was, in this case, the subHme truth, 
that the eternal and only begotten Son of God had 
imited himself to us, and that there was a necessity 
that we should be united to him. This might wiell 
alarm their consciences, that they were so near hell 
and irretrievable ruin, and their condition so hopeless, 
that the only Son of the only Crod alone could save 
them. What ! that he who stood before them had 
been in heaven from everlasting and had left it for 
their salvation ! Why, then, he was entitled to their 
whole hearts, to their supreme affections. Why, then, 
they would have to follow him foUly, imreservedly, — 
Him so meek, so humble, so lowly, so self-denying, so 
holy, so heavenly, so pure, as their very inmost souls 
bore witness to : — ^impossible ! The light shone in the 
darkness, and the darkness comprehended it not (John 
L 5). Truly light had come into the world, but "men 
loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds 
were eviL For every one that doeth evil, hateth the 
light" (John iiL 19, 20). He the Son of God ! Then 
the love of the world must be renounced, and they 
must be brought to glory, not in the hope of one who 
would deliver them from the Boman yoke and make 
them first among the nations, but in the Cross of 
Christ, — a Cross to be erected on accoimt of thei/r own 
obliquity, to which they were even now in bondage, 
and frx)m which only could they be delivered by that 
Cross pardoning, and that Cross subduing, their sins. 
They, they were the children of Abraham., a& o\»tLet«» oi 
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kindred spirit remarked to him upon another occasion, 
and were never in bondage to any man (John viiL 33). 
Hear Christ's reply : '' Whosoever committeth sin is 

the servant of sin Jf the Son shall make 

you free, ye shall be free indeed " (John viii 34 — 36). 
Were not such words as these calculated to cut them 
to the quick? Might they not well ask, as thej 
presently did, "Whom makest thou thyself?" (John 
viii. 53.) And when he then gave them some hint as 
to his greatness (John viii. 58), and spoke plainly oat 
a few days subsequently (John x. 30), might not we, 
who know something of the human heart's love of sin, 
might not we, I say, expect that their alarmed and 
terrified consciences would i^bel against such dedaift* 
tions, and lead them to treat him in some such way as 
in either instance they endeavoured to do? (John viii 
59, and x. 31—39.) 

If Jesus be the Son of God, my brethren, and our 
Saviour, it is perfectly clear that he is entitled to, and 
must reign over our hearts, our souls, our consciences, 
our affections, our thoughts, and words, and ways; 
our submission to him must be ultimately perfect and 
entire. Of course, in our natural state, this we must 
reject, like as the Jews of Christ's time, who are our 
brethren, did. It was likely, therefore, that Jesus, the 
more he propounded his heavenly doctrine, and the 
more the Jews understood of the submission which 
he claimed to be his due, would the more be hated. 
This we find was the case. Enemies of his abounded 
on all sides. Pharisees, Sadducees, and Herodians, 
however bitterly they might hate each other, yet all 
concurred in this, to lay snares for his ruin (Matt, 
xxii. 15— 23). The whole of Judea became too hot 
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o hold him (John vii 1). Presently he had to quit 
Palestine altogether, and cross the Jordan (John x. 40). 
lis very brethren after the flesh, the children of Mary 
tis mother, ridiculed his pretensions (John vii. 5). 
ITea, among his own familiar friends, there was a con- 
sealed foe. Ultimately it came to be an understood 
hmg among them all, that he must be put to death, 
Q order that thereby all his claims, and all his asser- 
ions, and all his words, might be proved empty and 
inmeaning. Thought they to themselves, <<Let us kill 
lim, and then we shall soon see what will become of 
lis words." They agreed, however, that his apprehen- 
ion should be deferred until after the Passover, which 
waa then approaching, was past, lest the fickle, careless 
nultitude should make a disturbance in his favour. 
3ut such was not the will of God. It was his will 
.hat the Paschal Lamb of his providing should be 
Jain on the fourteenth of Nisan, "in the evening," or, 
18 it is in the original, " between the two evenings," * 
ihat is to say, between twelve o'clock and twilight 
Exod. xii 6). This accordingly came to pass. 
>)ntrary to their most sanguine expectations, a traitor 
jresented himself to the chief priests and agreed to 
leliver him into their hands for a certain price. 
With avidity they close with his proposal. The 
jum agreed upon was £A, 10s., the ordinary price of 
m inferior slave. That is the sum at which they 
ralue their King, their Brother, and their God. I say, 

* D^S'^yn T*3' The Jews divided the day into morring and evening ; till 
;he sun passed the meridian all was morning, after that, all was evening. 
rh^r first evening began juct alter twelve o'clock, and lasted till sunset; 
heir second evening began at sunset and continued till night, that is during 
ill the time of twilight. Christ was slain on the very \deuV\ca\ dLV},9t,vA \.V«. 
rery identical hour, tbut God bad ordered the Lainb fthould Vse\ V4wvdAxVoN.\ 
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'< their God/' because many of them were his elect, w 
we shall afterwards see, though at present unconverted. 
The whole love of Deity has been concentrated on 
these brethren of Christy and the value which they pat 
upon it is £4. 10s. That price was paid, so that hft 
might be slain; and as they themselves had not the 
authority to put any one to death, it was paid so thai 
he might be delivered into the hands of the Gentiks. 
They paid that price in the hope that the most baiv 
barous indignities, and cruel tortures, and ignominiouB 
death, might be his lot. And thus they were much 
more ferocious than Joseph's brethr^i had ever been. 
And who was it that they, and you, and I, my breth-. 
ren, valued at so contemptible a price ? It was Jesm. 
It was Jesus, It was your Brother, your Friend, jronr 
Saviour, your Husband, your God. You put him <m 
a level with a slave. Although infinite, eternal, 
incarnate, pure love, yet you could see no form nor 
comeliness in him. Muse, my brethren, on what the 
Scriptures say of Jesus, and then think how you have 
esteemed, or rather despised him. You have preferred 
the world to Jesus. You have preferred the service of 
your lusts to Jesus. That lust, now, of which your 
conscience accuses you, alas, you have loved it better 
than Jesus! How keenly must Jesus feel all this 
treatment, both of those priests, and of you, and me, 
sinners — the infinitely keener, the infinitely holier he 
is than you. Hearken to his piercing, soul-cutting 
exclamation : ** A goodly price that I was prised at of 
them" (Zech. xi. 13). 

In accordance with the arrangement, Jesus is de- 
livered into the hands of an armed band belonging to 
the priests and Pharisees, at dead of night. His timid 
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riends indeed make a momentary shew of trifling 
esistanoe to his capture, but it is indeed trifling. He 
limself bids them desist, and adds, that if he chose, 
n a moment he could be surrounded, not by a few 
rembling, terrifled men, but by as many armies of 
nighty angels. But he does not choose. His suflerings, 
rtterly unlike Joseph's, were all voluntary; he sub- 
oitted to all in love to his foes, his captors, his blood- 
hirsty opponents, and, as bad as any, yea, surely worse 
han all, you and me. For they never sinned against 
uch light as you and I have, my brethren. Yet, 
adeed, he gave them one solemn warning of what they 
vere about to do. His flrst word to them, and calm 
ook, and sublime deportment, so awed them, that they 
irent backward and fell to the ground. Lanterns, 
orches, and weapons; officers, men, and Judas, were 
11 rolling in the dust before the mighty "I Am." 
lad he chosen, the earth would have opened and 
wallowed them up, and they had gone down alive 
ato the pit, — it was as easy for him to do the one 
8 the other; but then, as he said himself, '^How 
hen would the Scriptures be fulfilled, that thus it 
aust be?" (Matt. xxvi. 54.) Therefore he delivers 
dmself into their hands. And they bind him ; those 
lear hands and arms, which had never been uplifted 
»ut to do good, are bound with chains. Then is he 
ed away — led like a lamb to the slaughter-house. 
Vs for his disciples, they all forsake him and flee, 
rhere are those who suppose that Jesus, on his way 
►ver the brook Kedron, was pushed into it by the 
oldiers. The passage they quote in proof is Psalm 
X. 7. It is true no evangelist makes mention of 
uch a thing; but; then they themaelvea ^y ^i!t^\> X)^^^ 
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only narrate a few things as spedmens of the b 
Now, it is certain ho was conducted, sometime u 
interval between the different eyaminationa, to p 
for the prophet emphatically says so (Isaiah )i 
Yet no evangelist recordis this. The word tiani 
'^ brook" (Sna) may, indeed, denote his a£9i 
generally j but still the Hteral idea is by no i 
incompatible with the rest of his humiliatioiL 
that, however, as it may, Jesus is conducted, a 
preliminary examination before Annas, to the 
Sanhedrim, the supreme council of the Jewish n 
This council was instituted in the time of the 1( 
bees.^ Its constitution was as follows. The 
priest for the time being was president. All 
who had held that office, together with the ha 
the twenty-four courses of priests, and the 
eminent of the scribes, had seats therein. The ni 
of its members altogether was seventy-two. I 
before this grand tribunal that Jesus was now 
brought. • Here his claims were to be officially ] 
nised or officially rejected. 

At length the day b^ins to dawn, and ^ the • 
of the people and the chief priests come toge 
Long had they desired to have him in their hac 
at last they have him. The news spread like 
fire throTigh the whole city, that their arch-enen 
been captured, and thrown into chains during 
night. They are not long ere they assemble; ei 
anxious to feast his eyes with a sight of him who 



* The Jews lay that this council was instituted by Moses when he 
the seventy elders of Israel (Num. xi. 17); but its Grecian name, (rv 
poiuts to a much later date. Others say that Ezra was its originate 
fnrefer the time we have given above. 
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)w shall be their victim. They meet in the high 
iest's honsa And now he is led from the prison to 
e judgment. The wolves and the lamb meet 
flpether. They have resolved on a quiet judicial 
uder. And so they seek ''&lse witness against him 
put him to death." His death — ^that is what they 
mty nor are they anxious to keep their wishes secret. 
>w. bitter, how inunical they are to Jesus. Surely 
other occasions they would not thus have acted — 
ibesy high priests, and Pharisees, seeking fiJse 
kness ; but now their passions reign supreme. Blinded 
seal, his death they want, his death they will have, 
what method they care not. ''Let us do evil," say 
ay, ''that good may come." Does their heart appear 
ick 1 My brother, my sister, such was thine ouce. 
The fidse witnesses are sought, but not found. How 
ts this) Jezebel could easily find them when she 
dited to destroy Naboth ! Pure, unmingled £Eilsehood 
raid not have served their turn; what they wanted 
the perversion and inversion of some truth. Any 
arge required two witnesses (Deut. xviL 6), and the 
Idence of these two must match, dovetail "^ together. 
Ltimately, however, two such witnesses present them- 
ves. These charge him with having said, " I will 
stroy this temple that is made with hands, and 
thin three days I will build another made without 
nds." Now, how were these /cUae witnesses ? Had 
<t Jesus said these words? (John ii. 9.) No; there 
an important variation between Christ's words and 
e evidence of these men. Christ had said, " If you 
stroy, / will rebuild." They asserted that he said, 
r will destroy." "t He had presented himself t>bka 

• dtra/ (Biark xtr. 56). f lyco xaTaXuoMJ (^IAuVl.xVi.^^. 

H 
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restorer, — they represented him as the desi 
Still, however, these men, bad as they were, d 
dare to convict him. Is he to be allowed to 
now, now that he is in their hands? Now < 
after so many months of anxious desire for his ' 
No, by no means. Still, what are they to do 
length a thought strikes the high priest, and he 
with acts upon it. He will make the accused coi 
himself. They know that he claims to be the 
God. He will get him to own that if he can, s 
he may be convicted of blasphemy. Now look 
providence of God in this. No evidence coi 
adduced against the divine Saviour. Not a dog 
move his tongue. Holy, harmless, undefiled, se 
from sinners, and irreproadiable, his veriest ei 
can find nothing against him. He shall be cond 
for declaring himself to be, what he most truly 
Son of God. If Joseph had not had his dree 
future greatness, he had never been sold; if Jes 
not been clothed with Divine attributes, he had 
been crucified. He is to be condemned sim] 
being the Kedeemer, and a divine one. Th* 
stands, — ^meek, patient, resigned. They say 
things against him, — ^they cruelly pervert his wc 
they lay to his charge things that he knows n 
o^ — but still he answers not. He knows th 
thirsting for his blood, and that they will i 
satisfied until they have it. And, therefore, he a 
not. When now the high priest, the ecclesi 
head of the Jewish nation, puts to him a p 
question, at once shewing the real cause of the n 
hatred, and accounting for his mysterious and di 
behaviour. ''Art then," says tli<& ^ham high pr 
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the real one, ''Art thou, or art thou not, the Son of 
that eternal Being whom we all adore and bless?" 
Here is the crisis. All eyes are now fixed on him. 
It is a solemn moment. If he renounce his claim, 
they are his friends, and the matter is ended. But, 
look, he starts ! A moment before, and he appeared a 
pitiable object. Haggard and enfeebled, with watch- 
ing; and sorrow, and agony, his appearance seemed to 
say, Is it against me, a worm and no man, yea, the 
very outcast of men, that you are thus leagued 
together) Find some object more worthy of your 
hatred ! But, he starts ! the question reminds him of 
all that honour and glory which he had from ever- 
lasting been wont to receive, but of which, for their 
and our sakes, he had emptied himself. His poor 
frame seems hardly able to contain the Godhead that 
is within- Divinity shines in every lineament of his 
countenance. His fauce is lighted up with that majestic 
and godlike look that enchains and paralyses his 
enemies into the most perfect silence. He speaks: 

"You ask me whether I am the Son of Grod 

I AM. . . . Yea, more, the time approaches when, 
no longer standing at your bar shall I be a butt on 
which to heap your withering looks of scorn and 
hatred, but when the eyes of ye and all creation shall 
be fixed upon me, the then acknowledged divine and 
human Saviour; and ye shall coimt it your supremest 
glory and delight if I bestow a gracious look upon 
you, and acknowledge your names before my Father 
and my angels." 'Twas but for a moment. He is 
silent. His animation seems wholly to have left him. 
His foes, however, almost choking with rage, instantly 
condemn hhn to be guilty of deatla.. TViey >aaj^ 
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thought, perhaps, he would have admitted it, but is 
a far more timid and qualified mamier. Not ao \a 
When they have silenced their consciences, aad n\ 
covered from their consternation, the high priaA) 
bracing up his courage, improves the moment, audi 
rending his clothes, with consummate hypocrisy ami 
skilful tact, looks round upon them all and sajfi! 
"What need we any further witnesses? Ye ha^ 
heard the blasphemy: what think ye?" And theg 
all condemned him to be guilty of death. There wh 
the voice of Israel, — ^the type of the elect of God 
There was the solemn, deliberate rejection of tb 
Messiah who had come to save them. He had oomi 
as a Brother to his own, and " his own received hiB 
not." 

The moment the terrible verdict is pronounced, tin 
vile underlings seize him; they know they shall neva 
please their masters better than by now insulting him 
one buffets him, another spits in his £ace, another lidi 
cules his claims as a prophet. And, that naught shal 
be omitted which can add to the acuteness of his sol 
ferings, even whilst his trial is proceeding before thow 
white-washed sepulchres, something still more poignani 
is being enacted among the soldiers without. Thare 
his most intimate friend, throwing curses and oaths ii 
his face, thrice denies that he knows him at ail 
Everything is to conspire, by the eternal predestinft 
tion of God, to render the cup which Jesus has t< 
drink and to drain, as bitter as possible. Nothing i 
wanting, O Saviour, that shall tend to cut thee to ihi 
quick ! Ah, what a look thou gavest Peter, — a lool 
not of reproach, far from that, — a look of the tenderes 
pity smd o£ the sincerest lo\e*, a loot tW» well might 
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id quickly did, break poor Peter's heart (Luke xxii. 
). Tet blame not him, beloved Mends, blame your- 
T68. Oftentimes have you behaved as cruelly to 
ma as ever Peter did. Oftentimes has your cheek 
iflhed at the mention of his name; oftentimes have 
I neglected to defend his cause when conscience told 
I it was yoxa duty to do so. 

I^either throw a stone at those sacerdotal savages, 
)m you now behold issuing £rom the high priest's 
I, and with Jesus their prisoner proceeding to the 
Burator^s palace. There are those holy butchers 
ling a lamb to the slaughter. See how they treat 
I on his way. Mark the chuckling, the satisfied, 
derisive glances they cast at Jesus. Listen to their 
)1 words. Common humanity would treat them to 
Etve kindly to a &Ilen foe, — and have they lost it ? 
; — ^but it is JesTM who is their prisoner. Harmless 
srer! how do they behave to thee. No mental 
gDity is awanting. Curses, reproaches, taunts, 
ilts, and mockery, are liberally heaped upon thee. 
' thou art as a Lamb ! Thou answerest not. Thou 
ikly bearest alL Thy holy soul is not once moved, 
) with pity and affection to many in the crowd ill- 
ting thee. There are those ui£a,tuated, maddened 
I, now goaded to the extremest pitch of fury by 
; sublime confession of thine, O my Saviour, still 
;ing in their hearts. Yes, there they are, actually 
■endering up their real and rightftil King into the 
ds of the Eomans, their true Redeemer into the 
ds of the Gentiles ! Wonder, O heavens, and be 
ized, O earth ! Worms of the dust are rejecting 
delivering up their Creator and their Lord, who 
become as one of them to save them, an^ ^^e^ «2cvi 
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thirsting for his blood. Oh, horrible ! But, alas 
and I have been as bad; you and I, my brethren, 
been enemies of the Saviour; therefore, let us be t 
penitential, heart-broken. Let us learn to w! 
pitch of wickedness our hearts would go, unle 
strained by divine grace; let us learn more of 
exceeding love of Jesus, which passeth knowledge 
learning, to adore. 



V. 

THE WORLD'S TREATMENT. 

"And she spake wnio hvm according to these words, 
sa/ying, The Hebrew serva/nt, which thou hast brought 
wUo us, ca/me in wnJto me to m/och me ; amd it ca/me to 
pass, as I lifted up my voice a/nd cried, thai he left his 
gamnefnJb vnth me, a/nd fled out. And it cams to pass, 
when his master heard the words of his wife, which she 
spake vmJto hvm, sayi/ng. After this mm^ner did thy 
serva/nt to tm; thai his vjrath was kindled. And 
JosepKs mMster took him, amd put hvm into the prison, 
a place where the king's prisoners were bownd : amd he 
was there vn the prison.^* — Gen. xxxix. 17 — 20. 

living, my brethren, as we do, in a fallen world, 
beholding sin every day and everywhere around us, 
feeling it also continually in our own hearts, we are 
too apt to forget its terribleness, and to look upon it 
with less horror than the Word of Grod does. Oh, my 
brethren, I feel there is an intensity in sin which nei- 
ther you, nor I, nor any creature, can fiilly understand. 
We do but see something of its awful consequences, 
but to behold it as it is, and as it appears in the light 
of the countenance of a holy God, I believe to be im- 
possible to us. The only thing that God hates in all 
the universe, that which he is determined to punish 
upon wbomsoerer he may find it, be it oil m^Ti) ox ^tl^^ 
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or by imputation on his own Son, — oh, it must Iwa 
terrible thing ! They must indeed be fools who eta 
mock at sin (Prov. xIt. 9). But since we camiot see 
it as it is, let us look at some of its consequenceB. 
When Adam had to turn his back upon a fiur and 
lovely paradise, he would surely begin to realise thflfc 
it was an evil and a bitter thing to sin against the 
Lord. But when he stood over the corpse of his piouB 
Abel, and remembered that he himself had, by bringiiig 
sin into the world, been indirectly the cause of hii 
child's death, would it not strike him that there was a 
proi^dity in the heinousness of sin, which he had 
never previously imagined^ And as his descendii^ 
gradually multiplied, and he marked that in each child 
there was bom in him a proneness to, and love of siiit 
would not his self-accusations become intenser and jet 
intenser? BLad he been shut in the ark of Noah, and 
witnessed the terrific judgments that then descended 
upon a guilty world, or had he stood in the plains of 
Mamre with Abraham, and beheld the smoke of Sodom 
ascending as the smoke of a Aimace, he would have 
learnt something more of the horribleness of that sin 
which he had committed in Paradise. Had he stood 
by the Cross of Calvary, and witnessed the Son of 
God himself racked with agony, and dying an accursed 
death, that the sins of His people might be washed out 
and forgiven, there (done could he have clearly dis- 
covered what he had done when he disbelieved and 
disobeyed GU>d. And if you, dear friends, are not led 
by the Spirit of God to stand by that Cross, you shall 
learn somewhat of the enormity of sin when the fierce 
wrath of God shall burst upon your head, set fire to 
your soul, and condemn you to everls&ting torm^its in 
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^e lake of helL There and then shall you be ever 
Wning, yet neyer able fully, adequately, to come to 
tike knowledge of the terrible truth. Yet look around 
the world now, and see what sin is even now doing ! 
It blinds; leading the sinner to think less and less of 
an, until, at length, it appears almost, if not altogether, 
iiannlBss. . It hardens; searing the conscience so that 
it ultimately can hear the most awfol threatenings, 
and the most gentle and winning inyitatipns, with 
aoaioely any emotion. It maddens; enveloping the 
imner in such a spell, that he can mock God, despise 
hm frown, esteem the groans of a Kedeemer as trifles, 
and laugh himself into heU. It is prolific ; no one can 
ever stop short at one sin, — one sin will produce many, 
many others, and those others each much blacker and 
more detestable than its parent. David's lustful look 
produoed adultery, and that adultery led on to murder 
in its worst form. Gehasd's covetous desire led him to 
break in act almost every one of the ten command- 
ments. Those feelings of jealousy generated and 
nursed in the hearts of Joseph's brethren, led them on, 
at length, to the commission of crimes from which 
nature herself revolts. That jealousy induced them to 
resolve on murder, — on the murder of their brother, — 
of their young brother, — ^to murder him gradually By 
starvation; by seeming accident they change their 
plan, and resign him into the hands of strangers ; not 
only resign, but positively sell him : it induced them 
to be the voluntary and conscious instruments of 
devoting hiTn, as they supposed, to a Hfe of servitude, 
suffering, and ignominy; — iajc more intolerable for 
him, prepared to die, than their former intended mode 
of revenge^ to let him he taken to a iorei^\a5A^V«tvjk 
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they neither then wished nor expected to ae 
again^ to cut him off from all hope of ever agaii 
dening his eyes with a sight of his fond ^thoTj 
what in them lay to break their aged parent's he 
all this, I say, was through one spark of ew^ 
jealousy, ultimately bursting into a flame whicli 
only be quenched in their brother's blood, or 
tears of banishment and bondage. 

Poor Joseph ! How oft didst thou weep wh 
thy journey 1 What were thy emotions whea 
brought down to Egypt ; when there was no fac( 
to welcome thee, no voice of kindness to cheei 
when thou wast wholly among foreigners, whose 
ners, whose language, and whose religion, was so i 
different from thine own ! What were thy £ 
when placed in the slave-market, among coan 
vulgar companions who cannot enter into thy so 
and who sympathise with thee not at all ! How d 
heart flutter when first one handled thee, and a 
surveyed thee, and a third, some unfeeling wretc 
on the point of paying down the sum required foi 
And when, at last, thou didst become the prop 
the captain of the royal guard, and wast conduc 
his house, with what timidity didst thou enter : 
take thy place among thy lord's vassals ! How 
times, when thou laidest down to sleep that 
didst thou think of home, of Goshen, and of thy i 
How didst thou not picture thy father anxious 
pecting thy return, and when thou camest not, ] 
ing himself to poignant grief ! How often that 
didst thou contrast thy present hard and Strang 
with that couch of thine own home ! No fiat 
come and tend thee now, Joseph ! Thy rest i 
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limited and unoertain! Soon hast thou to begin the toils 
of the day, in a place where all are selfish, strange, un- 
feeling ! Dost thou not feel it hard to forgive thy breth- 
ren) Do not any bad and angry passions create a storm 
within thy breast ? Poor youth ! thou hast the same 
evil disposition by nature as we have ; and, therefore, 
rise Joseph, pray, pray to the God of thy &,thers for 
grace and strength to foi^ve them, and to be quiet 
and resigned in soul imder thy heavenly Father's dark 
dispensation. There, now he is refreshed. GU)d, his 
God, will not forsake him ; his dreams were from God, 
therefoie, they must come true; every trouble has its 
end as well as its beginning. '^ May God," thinks he, 
''be with me, and enable me to serve him in this 
benighted knd, and to glorify his great name ! » 

A Joseph in Egypt ! A Lot in Sodom ! An 
Obadiah in the court of Ahab ! A Naaman in Syria ! 
One soUtary flower where all else is wilderness ! Who 
can tell where God has not some jewels'? Who can 
point to that spot and surely say, "There Christ is 
unknown, thence prayer is never breathed"? The 
Lord's people are oftentimes hidden to others, though 
well known to him. In the darkest times of Israel's 
history, seven thoTisand bent not the kuee to Baal. 
In bygone ages, when Bomanism seemed to have 
covered the christian world, the Lord had still his 
church, and the gates of hell could not prevail against 
it. I remember an aflecting anecdote in proof of this, 
narrated in D'Aubigne's well known history. A poor 
Chartreux monk wrote a confession of his, placed it in 
a wooden box, and shut up the box in a hole which he 
had made in the wall of his cell, which remained un- 
known for hundreds of years. Thia waa \w£> ccyQfe«s\.vi\\, 
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*' O moBt charitable Qod ! I know that I caimot be 
saved but by the merits, the most innocent pasGoon, 
and the death, of thy well-beloved Son. . . . Pkw 
Jesus, my whole salvation is in thy hands. Thoo 
canst not turn away from me the hands of thy lovc^ 
for they created, they formed, and they redeemed ma 
With a pen of iron, with much mercy, and in a mamur 
not to be effiu^d, thou hast inscribed my name en 
thy side, on thy hands, and on thy feet," <kc And 
then the historian adds : ''Never would Friar Martm'i 
piety have been known, had not his box been fomid 
on the 21st of December, 1776, at the taking down of 
some old walls once forming part of a Ohartreox 
monastery at BasiL How many monasteries may IwvQ 
concealed such treasures ! " And, my brethren, if the 
providence of GU)d leads us to any heathen spot, let ns 
not fear; our bread shall still never be wanting^ the 
waters of life shall still be sure (Isaiah xxxiiL 16). 
He puts us there to glorify him ; let that, then, be oar 
only care. Are you in a fSsimily that fear not GrodI — 
care only for this, that you may be like salt to leaven 
them and to preserve them from entire corruption; 
that you may be a light amid the surrounding dark- 
ness, holding forth the word of Hfe. Do they hate 
you? — care not for it, they hated your Master. 
Would they expel you from their company? — ^poor 
fools, it &red hard with Sodom when Lot went out of 
it. Did they but treat you kindly, God might, to 
some degree at least, bless the whole family for your 
sake. This Potiphar soon discovered, and promptly 
and wisely acted upon that discovery. 

Cheerfril and resigned Joseph rises early in the 
morning. Soon he seeks the overseer to learn the part 
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which he is to perform. He, pleased with his meekness 
and promptitude, gives him an easy task, and marks 
him with his eje. Sometimes, indeed, — could he help 
it) — Joseph wipes awaj a silent tear that tinll steal 
down his &ce : yet industriously does he proceed with 
his allotted toil, so that when evening arrives he gets 
a smile and a word of encouragement from the man, 
that went to the very heart of our poor Joseph. 

On the next day he renews his service, and the 
next, and at length so wins over the kind old man 
that he is led to speak &.vourably of him to Potiphar 
hiingfllf Years roll on, and Joseph becomes gradually 
more reconciled to his situation. Not that he has 
forgotten home; often in his dreams he is stiQ in the 
vale of Goshen, sitting quietly in his old favourite 
spot by the brook, and oftentimes, too, enjoying the 
caresses of his parent. No; but he feels an assurance 
that God will not forsake him; Grod, he knows, 
brought hiTTi into the trouble, and Grod will bring him 
out. It is astonishing how much he has learnt of 
divine things, and how much experience he has gained 
of the ways of the Lord, since his captivity. Grod was 
his God before, but now that God appears more precious 
than ever. Oflener now in prayer can he get access 
and wrestle with him; often, too, does he feel he is 
heard; and those, my brethren, are precious times. 
Know ye, my brethren, what sanctified affliction is 1 
If not, I do indeed pity you. Count and see how 
many of the Psalms were written when David was in 
trouble. Notice the pointedness, the struggling with 
the Lord, the short and emphatic expressions, the lan- 
guage of appropriation, "My God," with which those 
Psalms abound Certainly were David aAive nsyw ,\ ^axx 
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sure he would own to you that the power of lumg om 
of those expressions, ^'My €k>d," &r more than Ofot- 
weighed all his afflictions. In process of time, Joseph 
is advanced from one post to another in the honseholl 
of Potiphar, who has ohserved his piety, and who ■ 
struck with the happy issue which attends all the 
affairs entrusted to him. Everything difficult is pal 
into his hands, and invariably with a &vourable resuh. 
Be quiet, Joseph, God has not forsaken thee. Hold 
thee still on GU)d, wait patiently on him. If hn 
deliverance appears tardy, remember that God ■ 
thereby exercising thy £uth, and bidding thee to tfwt 
where thou canst not trace. You have already leunt 
something of the goodness of God in bringing you tnto 
trouble, you shall yet learn the fiuthfulness of God h 
delivering you <nU of your troubles, and now you •» 
experiencing the sweetness of the presence of God 
which is with you in your troubles. It is as neoessBiy 
you should know the last as either of the other twa 
Nor does God try thy patience too much; for what 
means this gradual alleviation of thy servitude, but to 
evidence to thee that there is a sun behind the clouds^ 
which is ever and anon breaking through them and 
shall soon scatter them? God is with thee, Joseph, 
and thou wouldst infinitely rather have him with thee 
in the trouble, than lack his presence out of the trouble. 
" The Lord was with him," says Moses (Gen. xxxix. 3), 
"God was with him," echoes Stephen (Acts vii 9). 
You observe, my brethren, that the saints in all ages 
have prized those assistances and deliverances which 
€k>d has vouchsafed to those that trusted in him (see 
Rom. XV. 4). And wherefore ? Because they feel that 
as he was, so he is; that he is still the same kind, good 
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ender^ Presenrer, and Oomforier of his people as 
: he was. That he is as much concerned for ns as 
¥as for onr brethren in former days, that he loves 
18 much as them, and wiU bless us equally with 
n, if not in the same manner, jet in the same 
ree. Bemember, my brethren, we have all his heart, 
Son, his Spirit, himself; that we are his people, 
the sheep of his pasture; and that he is our faithful, 
hangings imchangeable Friend. 
Lfter nine years of Joseph's servitude have rolled 
, the kind old steward dies. None appearing to 
iphar so well fitted to succeed him as Joseph, he is 
axlingly promoted to his place. True, it might 
9ar hazardous to entrust a youth of six-and-twenty 
1 so important a post; but then the courtier is a 
udous and worldly wise man, and hence he perceives 
; Joseph is a man of integrity, a man of piety, and 
b the blessing of the God whom he serves attends 
I, It is well, my brethren, when any of us, living 
^ £unily, it may be, that know not the Lord, shall 
cmsciously attract their attention, and silently com- 
id their respect, by our unobtrusive and holy life. 
' be assured of this, that if you make a decided 
fession of religion, many eyes are upon you, watch- 
for your halting. They narrowly observe you, in 
er that they may have wherewith to soothe their 
sciences. And if your practice is inconsistent with 
t profession, you are injuring the cause you flEtin 
lid serve. Now, surely, Joseph would experience 
le rest from his woes, some mitigation of his hard 
For " it came to pass from the time that " Potiphar 
id made him overseer in his house, and over all 
t he had^ that the Lord blessed tl[ie ^Eii^'^Xhasi^ 
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house for Joseph's sake" (how kind of the good Lord); 
" and the blessing of the Lord was upon all that he 
had in the house and in the field. And be left dl 
that he had in Joseph's hand; and he knew not an^ 
he had, save the bread which he did eat" (Gen. xzzil 
5, 6). Surely now Joseph would begin to oompaie hii 
dreams with his present dignity^ and to anppoee thil 
he had obtained one moiety of the folfilment. Not n 
hst, Joseph, your present rest €k>d only intends for a 
little breathing time, ere he plunges yon yet deeper in 
affliction. It is sent in mercy by that God who irill 
not too severely send trouble upon trouble, lest yot 
should be swallowed up with overmuch sorrow. Yot 
are not yet out of the bleak and terrible wilderaeHi^— 
what you are now enjoying is merely a little green 
oa,sis in its midst. 

This elevated position of our Joseph neoessanly 
brings him into communication with the whole honee- 
hold of Potiphar, as well with his &mily as with bii 
slaves. Now, he might suppose that he would luiTi 
a little rest from the assaults of Satan. Oflien when 
at his daily toil, had he been tempted to murmur and 
repine at the hard lot which Providence had seemed 
to destine for him. Sometimes, too, — ^who can doubt 
it? he was but a man, — sometimes, I say, hard thought 
of Grod would steal across his breast, and cause so 
terrible a battle there, as none but a believer can 
understand. But now perhaps he would think, " Satan 
must desist ; for I do see clearly God has not forsaken 
me." No state of life, O Joseph, is exempt from its 
peculiar snares. Thy path to glory is thickly beeet 
with enemies. Never can you lay down your armour 
until you lay down youx Ufe. Satan^ your great 
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adversary, is a fidlen archangel, and knows how to 
temper his temptations according to the circumstances, 
habits, and inclinations of every individual. The ex- 
perience of two thousand five hundred years has made 
him intimately acquainted with the human heart, and 
therefore is he enabled very skilfully to change, modify, 
colour, and hide his attacks as the case may require. 
SometimeB he may appear as the angel of darkness; 
bat often, oftener does he appear as the angel of light; 
and, more frequently still, he does not appear at all, 
bat makes use of some acquaintance, some friend of 
oars or other, whereby we may better bo thrown off 
COT guard. Or, again, has he been tempting thee to 
mormur, to curse God and die? and hast thou, through 
flovereign grace, been preserved as a monument of 
divine love 9 Has he left thee for a season ? He will 
letom again, O Joseph. He will try to come unex- 
pectedly; he will certainly come in another garb. 
Thoa art young, well he knows it, and, therefore, it 
18 not unlikely that he should enter into some member 
of that &mily, and so present the golden cup of pleasure 
to thy thirsty lips. Mark ye well that woman's glances, 
— she meaneth not well to thee, O Joseph. She is 
but the poor tool of Satan, who desires to have thee, 
that he may sift thee as wheat. Trust not thine eyes, 
Joseph, — ^flee her presence, — ^be instant in prayer for 
grace to keep every avenue of thine heart; for, oh, 
lemember, that in the eye of the holy God, in whose 
sight our sinM hearts are transparent, one look of 
lust is adultery (Matt. v. 28). Abstain from all ap- 
pearance of evil. Guard against the first inclinations 
to sin. 

Yes, my brethren, hh wheat in a sieve, fto ^^a^s. «x^ 
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we. What need then have we to pray, " Hold u 
goingH in thy ^mths, that my footsteps slip 
Pardon me, my brethren, if I own to you a convi 
that has been long on my mind, that these £ 
incitements are more dangerous weapons of I 
than are commonly supposed. Breaches of the se 
commandment are, I fear, too much considero 
sins which only tyros in divine things are tempi 
commit. I fear it, because wherev^ there is < 
security, there it is likely Satan will attack you. 
how many high professors have been cast dowi 
the mire through this sin ! Yea, how manj 
children of God have here let Satan get an adva 
over them. The cases of Lot, Judah, Samson, I 
Solomon, and many others, all loudly proclaim, 
sons of men, ye are weak as water." That one 
the greatest danger who thinks he can stand; let 
an one especially take heed lest he &11 (1 Cor. s 
Well, this new temptation of Joseph becomes 
more violent. He is obliged to be about the h 
his duties compel him. There, that woman, th( 
of Potiphar, the servant of Satan, is the subject 
base passion : Joseph is the object of her love, 
glances, slie proceeds to hints; waxing more 
thence to solicitations and strong imiwrtuuities. 
the rest be told in the words of Holy Writ: 
master's wife cast her eyes upon Joseph ; and she 
Lie with me. But he refused, and said unt 
master's wife. Behold, my master wotteth not w 
with me in the house, and he hath committed al 
he hath to my hand; there is none greater ii 
house than I; neither hath he kept back any 
from me but thee, because thou art his wife: 
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can I do this great wickedness, and sin against 
? And it came to pass, as she spake to Joseph 
by day, that he hearkened not nnto her, to lie by 
or to he with her. And it came to pass about 
time, that Joseph went into the house to do his 
less; and there was none of the men of the house 
» within. And she caught him by his garment, 
Lg^ lie with me: and he left his garment in her 
^ B,n(dijled, and got him out." Now what is it, 
>rethren, I see most to marvel at in this story? 
. at the bold efl5-ontery of this wicked woman ? 
at the skilful tact of Satan ? Is it at his unwise 
fiiiious precipitation when crossed in his schemes ? 
} it at the chastity and holiness of Joseph ? Is it 
le knowledge of his own heart, which he evinced 
1 he dared not to trust himself in that woman's 
)any more than his duties obliged him? It is 
t of thesa What I see most to marvel at and 
ire, is the loving-kindness of that Crod that con- 
snded thus to preserve a poor worm of the dust, 
a sinM one too, from so terrible a sin; and the 
ghtiness and the efficacy of that grace which thus 
fined Joseph in its arms, and placed in his hands 
ield, whereby he was enabled to quench all the 

darts of the wicked one. Here, my brethren. 
Id the glory of God ! That God should conquer 
n is no marvel; but that God could thus take 
of a bruised reed, letting the strong man's arm 
. against it, yet not break it, — of smoking flax, 
(ring floods of. temptation to go over it, yet not 
ich it; that God, I say, should so take care of 
I as we, who are too often crushed before a moth, 
rhom of onraelvea no assault is too tiVvAsX \.o \ife 
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despised, whom Satan hath worsted these hum 
thousands of times, whose hearts are as tinder, 
as the spark; that we should be enabled to res 
and resist him snccessMly, does indeed greatly] 
to the glory of God, whilst it covers Satan wi 
minions confusion. Well may he flee away i 
from ns when we resist him, for he recognii 
grace is fighting for ns — the grace of that 
who hnrled him down from heaven. Let this 
example lead ns to pray, ^'Oh, my CU)d, sane 
wholly, body, sonl, and spirit. Give wie a ten< 
science, make me as afraid of committing sin, 
thereby grieving thee. Oh, make me entire! 
for Christ's sake." 

Kow is this woman's love transformed int< 
hate, her boldness into satanic cnnning. B 
is formed, and quickly is it acted upon. SI 
possession of Joseph's upper garment, which 
caught hold of when she solicited him, and w 
in his anxiety to get away frx)m her alluremei 
left in her hands. That garment, the memorii 
own unfaithfulness, she produces to her hus' 
evidence of his servant's ingratitude. "The 
servant," says this hypocritical harlot to P 
" which thou hast brought unto us, came in i 
to mock me: and it came to pass, as I lifted 
voice and cried, that he left his garment with 
fled out." Had a mine exploded at the 
Potiphar, he could not have been more amaz 
he was when he heard these words. What ! . 
be that he who had hitherto appeared so d 
worshiper of his God, and who had certainlj 
him 80 faithfully and so la\ioria\3aVy,i\ia.t. ha W8 
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sach an attempt? Yes, the evidence was over- 
Lelming^ there was his own wife's testimony, and 
ne was the garment ; yes, it was ondoubtedly 
aeph's. Instantly he summons him into his presence; 
an the charge is repeated before him; the poor youth, 
inldered at its baseness and cruelty, and unwilling 
criminate his mistress, especially as he perceives 
m. his angry countenance that his master has already 
3lded against him, commits his cause to Him that 
Igeth righteously, hangs down his head, and is silent. 
eU now is it for Joseph that no sword is in the hands 
the indignant Potiphar, who, scarcely knowing what 
saya^ summoning his attendants, bids them conduct 
3 youth to the royal prison. Sorrowfully they exe- 
be their commission, for Joseph is beloved by them 
. "His feet they hurt with fetters; he is laid* in 
(TL* (Psalm cv. 18), The noise of the ponderous bolt 
on without rings upon his ears, and sinks into his 
art. Thus suddenly are his brightening prospects 
erdouded; the fond expectation of the near fulfil- 
mt of his dreams is dashed to the ground; the 
rourable opinion of his master has gone; he is fully 
lieved to be a culprit, and a culprit too of no 
linary character; and, after ten years of &ithfiil 
"vitude, he finds himself further from his home, and 
»m his &ther*s embrace, than he was at their begin- 
ng. He looks around at the cold dank walls, and 
wards to his little grated window, and his heart, — 
1 he puts his hand ui)on it to quiet its throbbings. 
ad then the thought returns to him, ^'Thou art 
)wed as an adulterer, as a wretched ingrate towards 

Literally *'his soul came into iron ;" denoting the poVgtiuA «xkf[.\i\<k\v QilW\ 
id at b^g viewed Mad treated aB a culprit. 



118 THE WOBLD's TREATIOBNT. 

a beneficent master, and here thou art to be immured 
for life." " For life," thinks he, «oh, no ; God will yet 
keep to his promise to me." He lifts his eye upwards, 
pours out his soul to the God of the troubled, and jb 
refreshed. " My master," he afterwards ejacxdates, ** I 
have served you £aithAilly, and I did not expect this s( 
your hands; but I forgive you, I forgive you." 

My brethren, does this move you? Does the tetf 
stand in your eye at the recital of this tale of woe; al 
the remembrance that if Joseph had been guilty he 
had not been there, but that, because innocent, there- 
fore he was there ? Reserve those tears whilst I tell 
you the story of the "Man of Sorrows." And, as 
you listen, picture to your minds himself standing 
before you, and thus addressing you, "Is it nothing 
to you, all ye that pass by 1 behold, and see if thew 
be any sorrow like unto my sorrow " (Lam. i. xii). 

Excepting Eden's transient picture, the world has bnt 
once beheld the fair and lovely spectacle of a perfectly 
holy man. But that One we are assured from Divine 
authority was so entirely holy, that if we would learn 
what unsullied purity really is, we have but to con- 
template his life. All other men have been or are 
dead in trespasses and sins, that is, alive to nothing 
else, steeped in sin. Even the faint virtues of the 
saints of God have had very much of imperfection 
and sin in them. " All our righteousness," says the 
evangelical prophet, " are as filthy rags " (Isaiah Ixiv. 
6). Oh, what a contrast there must have been pre- 
sented to the eyes of those heavenly beings capable of 
considering it, when the only Son of God trod this 
lower world ! Light, bright as the throne of God 
itself, in the midst oi datkueaa daxv^^^ iax than that 
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which onoe covered Egypt. Incarnate holiness amid 
a race of sinners. As God, he was holiness itself; and 
as man, he " did no sin, neither was guile found in his 
month" (1 Peter ii 22). He was "holy, harmless, 
ondefiled, separate from sinners'^ (Heb. vii 26). It 
was absolutely necessary that he who should atone for 
our sins, should have none of his own, otherwise his 
sufferings had been but the due reward of those sins. 
But he was verily and indeed a "Lamb without 
blemish and without spot" (1 Peter i 19; Exodus 
xiL 5). Sin could not touch him. Temptation could 
no more injure him than a spark set on fire the ocean. 
HJe was necessarily and divinely holy. And then the 
manner of his conception was supernatural, in order 
that he might not inherit any taint of original sin, on 
which account he was spoken of by the angel before 
his birth as to w^iov, " the holy thing " (Liike i. 35). 
Hence the apostle speaks of God as sending his Son, 
not ^^in sinful flesh," but '^in the likeness of sin^l 
flesh" (Bom. viii. 3). And, indeed, if you read 
through the gospels with the simple object in view of 
noticing how powerless temptation was with him, that 
there was no part in him which was vulnerable, you 
will find it a very interesting study. When I look at 
him when twelve years of age, accompanying his 
mother, in accordance with her wish, back to Nazareth, 
and being " subject " unto her, I feel it hard to realise 
that he was at the same time her God and Saviour 
(Luke i 47), and I involuntarily exclaim. Truly, truly, 
he "learned obedience" (Heb. v. 8). But especially 
do I love to behold him coping with Satan in the 
wilderness. Then was he in all points tempted, yet 
without sin (Heb. iv. 15). The ftcry ^'wc\;& oi ^^ 
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wicked one were discharged against a rock of ] 
Then did that arch-rebel discover that tb 
Adam was very different from the first.* 
menoed like as he had done in £d^ by atten 
inject a doubt. Then when he discovered 
Saviour's confidence in his father's care : 
unshaken, could not be weakened, and that i 
fidence was grounded on the written word 
then did h^ attempt by that very word itsel 
him onward but one narrow step frirther, i 
wavering assurance into bold presumption. ] 
to follow him, like the hawk its prey, into 
nest — ^the nest of the sacred Scriptures, with 
he found the Holy One had entrenched himseL 
first temptation he had tried to get him dow 
second to trip him up. In the first, Satan st 
were before Christ endeavouring to puU him c 



* A few annotations on the scene id the wilderness may not bei: 
St. Luke relates the several temptations in a different order tc 
Matthew ; but it is believed that the latter Evangelist places the 
Really, as he uses the words, *'then" and ** again," in his ac< 
St. Luke does. not. The scene is in the wikieraess, and among th 
(Mark. i. 13), as If to teach us that the second Adam took up the 
the first threw it down. The first temptation was to the gratifii 
flethf^the very one presented to our forefiither, and which prov 
for him. The second temptation, to presumption, was peculi 
The third was to love of the UforU, All temptations can 
hended under one or another of these heads : the world, the ii 
devil; and therefore we may truly say, that on this occasion 
Redeemer was in all points tempted like as we are ( Heb. iv. 15). S 
explains the words, ** for a season/' in Luke iv. 13, by saying, 
returned to the attack in the garden of Gethsemane ; and that Chi 
three times, then denoted that Satan three times tempted him ; 
wUdemeM he tempted Christ, **perjanuam voluptaHt,'* through 
pleasure ; and in the garden, **perjanuam timoris" through the 
Were thii true, we should have to infer that Satan never tempted 
all through his ministry ; and secondly, that in the wilderness ( 
our way back again into Paradise, and in Gethsemane from the ) 
through to glory I 
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the second, he stood as it were behind Christ to push 
him down. In each attempt he miserably failed, and 
Christ glarionslj triumphed. Doubtless this second 
defeat would ten times more discourage and Mghten 
Satan than the fmst. Often had he met with saints 
who had been enabled in some degree to reject his first 
temptation, but who yet had succumbed to the second; 
who, when preserved from some sin of the flesh, had 
giYen way to self-complacency and self-esteem; but 
here now was a man before him perfectly immoveable. 
The fetid air of hell that Satan breathed could 
not tiamish one so bright, so pure as he was. 
How dismayed, how bewildered, he must have been. 
Hitherto he must have fimcied himself almost a god. 
Never before had mortal man been proof against his 
wiles. Monarchs and peasants, hoary heads and 
wniling youths, sage philosophers and untutored 
savages, all had been an easy prey for him. Nineveh, 
Babylon^ Maoedon, and Rome, had gladly submitted 
to his sway and kissed their chains. Truly, a few 
individuals had been rescued from his grasp by Om- 
nipotent Grace, but even those had ''scarcely" (1 Peter 
vr, 18) escaped, so many were the wounds and so deep 
the gashes he had given them. But tliis man had 
never owned, had never felt his power. Like a rock 
amid the foaming billows, so was the Immaculate Ke- 
deemer amid temptation. The spray might dash 
against its perpendicular sides, only to fell back again 
into tlie waves below ! Another vain and ineffectual 
attempt does Satan now make to allure the Savioui* 
from the path of duty. He knows how many high 
professors have been captivated and slain by the blan- 
dishments of an ensnaring world. 'H.ek'SiO'wa,ixv\^iJptfst^ 
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how hard it is to flesh and blood to take up the Otobb, 
aud how many in the day of trial have shmmed it. 
These two temptations Satan combines, and determinfiB 
to present them together to the mind of the SaTioor. 
He is allowed to carry him through the air, for Ghmt 
seeks not to avoid the conflict, and to place him on 
the summit of the great eastern porch* of the tempk^ 
which was three hundred and eighty-five feet hi^; 
and then it is given to him to pass in panoramic visioii 
all the kingdoms of the world before the eye of the 
Holy One, after which he says, '^ All these things will 
I give thee, if thou wilt &11 down and worship 111&" 
Here is universal empire for thee, only first do fisaltj 
to me as thy liege lord and master. The potency of 
this charm, my brethren, I feel few are at all aware o( 
because the spell is on themselves. Myriads upon 
m3rriads of immortal souls are incessantly panting for 
though it be but the smallest part of this magnificent 
pro8i)ect to be presented to them; and if they do not 
attain their desires they die, choked with feverish 
thirst (1 Tim. vi. 9). Others who do at all succeed, 
are still unsatisfied, the ultimate object of their wishes 
removes further onwards. And if some few do at 
length secure the painted butterfly, miserable souls, 

they wax proud, grow dizzy, and die! Whilst 

most fitll into the chasm of hell from the base of the 
mountain, through their eyes being fixed too intently 
upon that part above their heads, and not a few are 
continually tumbling headlong therein as they are 
scrambling up its sides, tJi>ey have reached the top, but 
there their heads get mazy, they fell, and great indeed 
and terrible is their fall. Brethren, not in vain was 

• See MJddleton 00 the Greek ArUcVe on l\i« ^otdft c^rt TO vTfpL7iov. 
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tie seventy-third Psalm written. The names of many 
could I mention who once seemed pious and promised 
&ir, but whom a little worldly success intoxicated, 
hardened, and ruined. Let your motto and mine be 
that of Asaph, with which he closes his solemn medi- 
tstion referred to, ^ It is good for me to draw near 
God" (Ptolm bmiL 28). 

But this was not all of the temptation that was 
presented to Jesus; for in a certain sense, yea, in a 
truer sense than ever Satan could be, Jesus is the king 
of the world. You remember, soon after he burst the 
bands of the tomb, his language to his disciples was, 
"All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth 1" 
(Matt, xxviii. 18.) Hence, then, whether Satan sur- 
rendered this power to Jesus willingly or unwillingly, 
was immaterial, since he was destined by the wiU of 
Qod to have it. Where, then, lay the point of the 
temptation? Here: €k)d had indeed determined to 
give the divine Mediator all the kingdoms of the 
world for his possession; but then he had placed the 
Cross with all its concomitant agonies and terrors to be 
endured first : he had said, ^* First the Cross, and then 
the Crown." But Satan said, " Give up the Cross, it 
wiU be very, very painfiU, here is a much easier way, 
do obeisance to me and all is thine." God's plan was, 
Subdue the hearts and tlien the necks of thy sinfal 
foes; Satan's was, Be a second Augustus, a second 
Alexander, only on a larger scale, — be, in feet, what 
the Jews, thy subjects, are seeking for, — a merely 
temporal king. Then readily will they join thy 
standard, and soon shall all thine enemies be subdued 
imto thee. The cross will be very bitter, forego it; 
snatch the crown now. And which oi \]is, tdl^ ^3tvf\^\hsNcv 
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friends, is a stranger to a similar assault of the wicked 
one ? How often has he not attempted to scare us 
from duty, and to allure us into the paths of pleasuiel 
Oftentimes when our way has laid through mv^ 
tribulation, has he not suggested a UUle temporising, 
a little worldly prudence, which would, he said, oondoct 
us to the same place as the king*s high road, and hj 
which all the trouble would be avoided I The holy 
dreamer* has not omitted to make mention of this 
temptation in his Pilgrim, nor forgotten its "potesacfj 
when he describes that such men as Christian and 
Faithful were seduced by it. Judge, then, my brethren, 
of the craft of Satan, when he conjoined these two 
temptations, and brought them to bear at the same 
instant upon the mind of the Saviour. 

How perilous that moment, might any unbeliever 
in the Deity of Christ well think, might any one who 
doubts the Redeemer's impeccability. If he acoedes^ 
he is indeed king, — ^but we are ruined for ever; our 
sins we must suffer for ourselves, as well as we can, in 
everlasting torment. But sing, O heavens, and exult, 
O earth, the holy Lamb of Grod calmly replies — and 
our hearts may well throb as we listen to his simple, 
innocent, placid, decided, joy-inspiring words — "Get 
thee hence, Satan; for it is written. Thou shalt wor- 
ship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou 
serve." Unlike the literal Joseph, our Joseph need 
not be afraid to encounter Satan and the snares of the 
world; and, therefore, he does not flee, — ^not he, — ^he 
bids them flee from him. "Then the devil leaveth 
him," says the sacred narrative, — ^leaving us to imagine 
his consternation. And, holy Saviour, whilst angeU 

* Banyati. 
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dmw near and minister to thy wants, help thy saints 
and me to sing the psean of praise to thee, thou 
almighty Conqueror! Worthy is the Lamb ! 

My brethren^ your hearts feel the truth of what 
Scripture repeatedly declares, that, ere you can stand 
without dismay in the presence of the holy God, you 
need a righteousness perfect and complete in every 
part.* There are three ways in which men have 
sought to obtain this. Some, yea, very many, have 
attempted to clothe themselves in their own righteous- 
ness, which the Scripture emphatically declares to be 
^filthy rags" (Isaiah bdv. 6). Since everything we 
do is stained with sin, to think of being justified by 
our own righteousness, is to think of being justified 
by our sins. Others, feeling the vanity of such an 
attempt, have sotight, without the least warrant &om 
Scripture, to join their own righteousness and that of 
Christ together, — ^to join a filthy rag to a wedding 
garment. The Jewish lawgiver taught the ancient 
Israelites better: '^Thou shalt not/' says he, ''wear a 
garment of divers sorts, as of woollen and Hnen 
together" (Deut. xxii. 11 j Lev. xix. 19). How dif- 
feorent, too, are they from the holy Paul, who esteemed 
all things else as a real ''loss," yea, as "dung," so that he 
might "win Christ, and be foimd in him, not having" 



* Mtcab*t comdence bore witness to the truth of this. He seems to cast 
his eyes wistfiilly around him, in order to discover something, relying on 
which be may come boldly into the presence of Him who is of purer eyes 
than to behold iniquity. In his distress the Lord tells him what he esteems 
"good;** and then the prqphet exultlngly continues, *' God hath shewed thee, 
O man, what is good." What that ** good " was the Lord also had shewed 
to Abel, who had brought the blood of a pure and spotless lamb, shewing that, 
doing so, be did indeed that which was ** good.** Hence, in the Lord's sub- 
sequent expostulation with Cain, he uses the same word as Blicah does— >0 
(Gen. iv. 7, with MJcab vi. 8). 
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his " own righteousness, which is of the la' 
which is through the faith of Christ, the ri 
which is of God by faith " (PhH. iii. 8, 9). 
observe, is the third way; the renouncing 
trusting alone in the blood and righteous 
Son of God (see Zech. iiL 3 — 5). I aeec 
now to prove to you that this last is God's 
you have offcen heard me do. The Scriptu 
numerous and plain upon this point, es 
Epistles to the Komans and Galatians. 
righteousness of Christ is twofold, compre 
his divine and all his human righteousness, 
had a specimen of how spotless was this 
righteousness. When you behold Satan r 
ingloriously from before the victorious Sa 
if you are wise, you will feel the ground fin 
your feet. You will begin to dare to sun? 
law of God in all its length and breadth, 
yourself have so often broken, for you will 
my righteousness, has kept it, kept it fu 
And then when you remember that even th 
but that the very righteousness which belon 
as God is yours too, you may well lift your 
This latter idea — that of the righteousn 
being ours — Paul particularly delights t< 
as, for instance, in the passage already qi 
iii. 9 ; Rom. iii. 22). Oh, brethren, when 
this sublime truth, that, trusting in Christ 
the very righteousness of God himself, I i 
bold. Death loses its sting, and the judgn 
terrors, when this is realised and apprc 
may well pass fearless through all the rai 
an^ls, when I reflect that I have a righteou 



I 
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ihe splendonr of which they must be dazzled, at the 
purity of which they may well turn pale. Confidently 
and coujfidingly can I look up into my Father's eyes ; 
for why 1 I have on the righteousness of his only 
begotten Son; m Christ, I am as holy as God himself. 
Not only washed in the blood, but also clothed in the 
righteousness of Christ, I exidt, I glory, according as it 
JB written, " Let him that glorieth, glory in the Lord '' 
(laaiah xlv. 24, 25; 1 Cor, L 30, 31). 

One other (ime, at least, did Satan attack Christ, 
and what is very remarkable, with the identical tempta- 
tion in which he had last so miserably Mled in the 
wilderness. Perhaps he thought that then, through 
being foiled twice immediately before, he had been 
thrown oif his guard, and spoken out his desires too 
phunly. Be this as it may, it is certain he came in a 
manner cunning enough this time. Then he had said, 
"If thou wilt tvarship me/* enough, he thought, to 
revolt the soul of the holy Son of God. But all that 
blindness he avoids now. The case I allude to is 
this :* Jesus had been making many precious promises 
to Peter as the representative of his church. As 
delicate food to a dainty stomach, so were these blessed 
words to Peter's soul. They were too loaded, too 
heavily freighted, with the riches of heaven for his poor 
souL Hence, when Christ went on to say that he must 
suffer many things, the elated Peter "took him," that 
is, laid hold of him by the shoulder, and began to re- 
buke him, saying, "Be it far from thee. Lord; this 
shall not be unto thee." As much as to say, God for- 
bid that you should endure the cross; no. Lord, take 
the crown without. I have already warned you, 

* Matthew xyi. 13—23. 
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beloved friends, that Satan ofttimeB comes in the gain 
of a Mend, a &.ther, a mother, a sister, a wils, or ( 
child. Then you are ikr less prone to suspect hi 
presence, and so yon are imaware of the charm in wlud 
you are encircled. Not so Christ. He saw throng 
the whole thing in an instant, — he perceiYed the aid 
fiend larking as it were behind Peter, — that thi 
apostle had unconsciously, yet truly, lent himself to ti] 
purposes of the wicked one. Then he gave uttenn 
to those words of thunder, checking Peter, indeed, Ix 
more particularly the tempter, ^ Get thee behind m 
Satan; for thou art an offence unto me: for the 
savourest not the things that be of God, but those th 
be of men." As if he had said, ^'1 see thee, O Sata 
and I know thy devices, depart; and inasmuch as tho 
O Peter, hast taught me to regard my own ease raih 
than God's glory, know thou wast inspired by Sail 
himself thus to tempt me." How Peter must have be 
astonished when he heard that he had been made t! 
tool of the tempter ! But as for man's arch-foe hii 
sel^ he retreats discomfited, finding that he h 
another and more potent adversary to cope with thi 
that one he had met in Eden. 

Then, if from these more set temptations of Satfl 
and more striking and more glorious victories of Jesi 
you descend to watch the ordinary life of the Savioi 
as he moves among a race of sinners, the same cony 
tion of his perfect and unsullied purity will continual 
force itself upon your minds. Like them in all otli 
things, from the slightest taint of sin he was entire 
free (Heb. u. 17, and iv. 15). Freely did he mix wi 
sinners, finely did he receive them to his arms, b 
22eyer did they, could they ^HxjA© \\aw\^ invariably d 
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enefit and bless them. lake the meridian suiiy 
whose heat nothing is hid, whose rays penetrate 
the stagnant morass, and exhale the mephitic va^ 
9 of the moat that swarms with life, yet remains 
9ar and bright as the day it first began to shine, 
tt the spotless Lamb of God. Intensely jealous 
9 lather's honour, not seeking his own (John viii 
—with a will wholly absorbed in the will of Grod, 
I always those things that pleased him (John viii. 
—inflexibly bent on accomplishing, and pausing 
ill he had finished, the work which God had given 
to do (Luke iiL 49; John xvii 4), and whilst 
leding with it esteeming it his meat and drink 
1 iv. 34); — unwearied in doing good, traveling 
city to city and from village to village seeking 
30t sheep, healing the diseased, rescuing the pos- 
1, pardoning the contrite, warning the sinner, 
tening boldly the hypocrite, difiusing life, and 
b, and peace, and joy around him; — ^his days 
in preaching in the temple, his nights in praying 
e mountain (Luke xxL 37) ; — ^meek under provo- 
18, and passive under injuries (1 Peter ii. 23); — 
icing food and rest, and every comfort, yea, and 
ately his very life, to his Father's glory and to 
dvation of the souls he came to save; — ^in all and 
nything, in thought, and word, and deed, he was 
harmless, undefiled, and separate from sinners. 
bitterest enemies even when challenged were 
e to point to a single flaw in his unblemished 
cter (John viii. 46). Satan, that wily foe, who 
he tempts us says that such a thing is no sin, 
v'hen we have yielded, accuses us to God and to 
wn conaciences, bidding us despaar oi i^^x^qxi^^n^w. 
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he was unable to hstea upon anything at all fliiiM in 
Jesus (Jolm xiv. 30). Yea» more, since he was the 8qb 
of God, he could bear witness of himself (John viiL \fy 
and his witness would be true; and of himself he gm 
this testimony, '' I do always those things that {dein" 
the Father (John viiL 29). To that Father he pro- 
tested thus in his last and memorable prayer: ''I hM 
glorified thee on earth " (John xviL 4). And to crovB 
all, the Father himself declared the perfect comphusenqf 
with which he beheld his holy Son Jesus, when hfi^tbs 
omniscient Judge himself uttered these words firan 
heaven, '^ This is my beloved Son, in whom I am mO 
pleased" (Matt. iii. 17). 

Then do you say, my brethren, wherefore did tks 
world reject him 9 Wherefore did they condemn hhi 
as a male£Bu;tor, crucify him between two thievei^ M 
that he might be ^^ numbered with transgresBon** 
(Isaiah liiL 12), since he was so perfectly, so divinely, 
holy? Do you ask this, my brethr^i 1 If so^ yon do^ 
Indeed, shew your ignorance of the wickedness of the 
world, and of the inveterate hostility with which sin- 
ners regard any, even the least, approximation to the 
character of (rod. Go ye and learn what thit 
meaneth: ^^The carnal mind is enmity against God" 
(Rom. viii. 7). The faintest resemblance in us to the 
holiness of €k)d is sure to entail upo/a us ke»i and un- 
tiring hatred and opposition ; that is, if the Word ct 
God be true (Matt. x. 34, 35). Do you ask, then, 
why are we not more hated? The answer is vecy 
easy, — ^because we are not holier and more decided for 
God. Since Jesus was of consummate purity, there- 
fore did the harlot world pursue him with unrelentiiig 
anjinosity, to be satiated only in his heart's blood 
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fiow could those ungodly sinners, amongst whom he 
Kved, be expected to brook his searching words, his 
terrible denunciations, his open exposures, of their 
iham, and hollow, and tinseled piety? How could 
iitey be expected to endure his piercing glance, before 
irliich they quailed, and which shewed them that he 
knew them through and through 9 Had Jesus been a 
nnner like themselves, they would have loved him as 
nrach as sinners can do, and as they did love his 
inethren after the flesh. But as he himself testified 
to them, ^The world cannot hate you; but me it 
hateth, because I testify of it, that the works thereof 
ore evil" (John vii. 7). Here, then, my brethren, is 
the answer to your question. The world, says Christ, 
hated him, because he testified of it that its works 
were evil. (See, also, John i. d, and compare it with 
John iii. 19.) Here, then, is the key, my brethren, 
which reveals the secret cause of all the opposition he 
encountered, and of all the treatment he received. 
CSan you wonder any longer at those infuriated men 
liging against him, and ceasing not until they have 
embmed their hands in his blood 1 Can you wonder 
at that savage crew of priests and people dragging him 
along to the haU of the Procurator, and yet, forsooth, 
80 very sanctimonious that they themselves will not 
cross his threshold, but send Jesus in alone, fearing 
lest they should be defiled by contact with a heathen, 
each as Pilate was, and thereby be incapacitated £rom 
eating the passover. Ah, how common is it to strain 
off a gnat, whilst we swallow down a camel. Then 
when Pilate sends him to Herod, and Herod with his 
men of war mock him, and set him at nought, and 
array him in scarlet robes, deriding la\8 ^axi^'^ ^"s^lXcl^, 
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ah, we no longer wonder ; the cause is, they feel ihey 
have a holy soul in their power, and therefore will 
they wreak their vengeance on him. And then, whni 
he is led to Pilate again, and Pilate^ having examined 
him, judicially pronounces him innooent, finonkly avofir- 
ing that he finds no &.ult in Jesus (Luke zziiL 14), ne 
might b^in to breathe and take courage^ and icmiStf 
hope that Jesus will be released, did we not remember 
that this was his very crime — a crime unpardonable ia 
the eyes of ferocious wretches — the crime of bdi^ 
innocent. Hence when a real villain is proposed to 
them as a fit object of their rage, their kindred soldi 
feel a sympathy for him, and the cry bursts out fron 
every individual of the assembled crowds '^Not tbk 
man, but Barabbas." The wolves and the sheep who 
are yet unregenerate each bleat for the Shepherd's 
blood. " Crucify him, crucify him," the whole multi- 
tude exclaim. The church differs in nothing from the 
world in herself; she is hewn out of the rock, she k 
dug out of the pit (Isaiah li. 1). All of us had a voice 
in that in&tuated shriek. You and I, my brethren, 
are as guilty as any one else in the crowd. However 
we may be changed now, this is certain, once we were 
like them. We saw no beauty in Jesus that we should 
desire him (Isaiah liiL 2). We were by nature the 
children of wrath, even as others (Eph. it 3). How 
many of those who on the day of Pentecost cried oat, 
"Men and brethren, what shall we do?" (Acts it 37) — 
how many of those priests who so soon afterwards, by 
the grace of that Spirit of Crod, who melts whom he will 
(Rom. ix. 18), were obedient to the &dth of Jesus 
(Acta vi. 7) — how many, I say, of such as these, being 
then imcoinci'ted, helped to hnvoU the harmony of that 
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ety, " Release Barabbas, cracify Jesus,"* the great day 
alcHie can determine. Who made that difference, that 
great and eternal difference, between some and others, 
we shall have time to review in the next chapter. 
But now, to nse the comparison which the Saviour 
liimself then made, thej sxe all as a set of ravening 
lioDS or of hungry dogs (Psalm xxiL 11 — 16). One 
more ineffectual attempt does the vacillating Pilate 
make to lid this innocent Lamb out of their hands. 
He gives orders for him to be scourged. The soldiers, 
glad to have in their hands the reputed King of the 
Jews, the nation they so much hate, the people which 
biB given them so much trouble, determine now to 
spstify their long pent-up malice on the head of this 
moffending victim, and proceed to execute their com- 
siiflsion. "This is their king," whisper they one to 
mother, as they strip him unceremoniously from his 
dothing. Then are his hands tied together to the 
Mttom of a short post, so as to make his sacred body 
brm a curve, which, while it presented a &irer surface 
or the cruel rod, also brought out into prominence its 
nuscles and other sensitive parts. The rod was made 
if leathern thongs loaded with lead at the extremities. 
Ind then the blows begin, and the flesh soon hangs in 
atters on his back. There are two incidental proo& 
ifforded us that the scourging which Jesus received 
vas very severe; one, that he was unable to carry the 
Toes himself, and the other, that he expired when cru- 
dfied much sooner than was usual. And now Pilate 
igain presents him to the people, as much, as to say, 
' Is this the man whom you pretend to dread and would 
ain induce me?" There stands the Saviour, elevated by 
. few stone steps in the sight of aU t\ie i^i^'fe. \«iO«^ 
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at his purple robe, emblematic of our sins, 
his crown of thorns, indented into his sacred 
around, and causing the blood to drop on to tl 
robe, as if to say, "See how your sins are 
away." Then look at Barabbas there on t 
side, and Pilate in vain seeking to induce the ] 
spare and pity him who is already so cruelly i 
though innocent, and to gratify their malio 
robber chieftain, who has by his crimes over i 
again forfeited his life. The multitude, 
roused by the smell of blood, imperiously an< 
make known their demands, as well by their 
by their words. At length Pilate, the weak a 
lating Pilate, unable any longer to resist tl 
reluctantly releases Barabbas, and delivers J& 
crucified. The culprit is safe, the innocent 
demned. Now the Levitical type shadowe< 
goat Azazel or scape-goat,* is being ftilfiUed 
and Barabbas. The scape-goat, you know, ha 
sins, and yet was sent free (verse 22), whilst i 
goat was slain which had no sin. You and I 
are set free, through Jesus, who is innocent, ta 
place, and being slain for us. "He hath mad 
be sin for us who knew no sin, that we i 
made the righteousness of God in him" (2 Co 
Then is the Redeemer led away to Calvary, 
of execution. A few women take pity on 
the mob of priests, Pharisees, and people, a 
with joy at having attained the object of thei 
He who so faithfully reproved their sins, wil 
them no more. He who twice cleansed the 1 

* Read the whole of the sixteenth chapter of Leviticus, cs[ 
the 7th to the 32nd verse. 
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the buyers and seUerSy will not repeat it a third time. 
This is he^ think they, that troubled Israel, at last we 
have him, and die he shalL With such thoughts as 
tikfise they urge on the object of their hate, and soon 
they arriye at Calvary. Speedily the cross is fixed 
mto the ground, and the rope attached to it. Then 
with triumphant shouts the poor victim is brought 
nght underneath the cross, and the ropes put imder 
his anns. A moment's pause, and then he is drawn 
ixpf the ladder is planted, the executioner ascends, the 
tofierer's hand is seized, the cruel nail is ready, the 
hammer gleams through the air, and Christ is crucified. 
^Diere may my sins be too, there may my lusts be nailed, 
here may I live, here may all our hearts be broken, 
whdued to Jesus for ever. Boanerges, the son of 
thmider, said, "God is love," which words contain the 
thnnder of the gospel. And here is the thunder-bolt, 
the Cross of Christ ; hard indeed must we be if this 
CiOEB does not rive our hearts in twain, and tear away 
^fj^ idol therefrouL Which that it may do, may 
Lord in mercy grant for Christ's sake. Amen. 



VI. 
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*^And he restored the chief butler v/rUo hds bullerahip 
mwn; cmd he game the cup into Pha/raoKs hcmd: bui 
•« hanged the chief baker; as Joseph had interpreted to 
W"— Gen. xl. 21, 22. 

, Among the many pictures of heaven, beloved Mends, 
'^Mch are presented to onr enraptured gaze in the 
^ord of Grod, one of the most cheering and consolatory 
8 that of a rest. And what a rest ! Think where it 
*• In the bosom of Jesus ! (John xiv. 3.) And for 
^ow long it shall last. For ever! for ever! Listen, — 
Ood shall be with them, and be their God. And 
»od shall wipe away all tears jfrom their eyes; and 
here shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor 
tyiiig, neither shall there be any more pain; for the 
inner things are passed away" (Rev. xxi. 3, 4). 
Vnly, these are ravishing words. There is the chris- 
ian a>t home, in the arms of his God, who, Hke an 
fiectionate parent, is caressing his child, hushing its 
)bs, and gently wiping away* its tears. How sweet 
prospect ! May God grant, dear friends, that such 

» E|aXfi4/Et. Literally, God shall **wipe otti*' the tears. An earthly 
rent can wipe them away, but then others return in their place ; bat God 
II *< wipe oti/" the tears, that is, he will efTectnally and for erer remore the 
7 sources of all the tears (Kev. vii. 17, and xxi. iV 
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may presently be our blessed lot. But, nev 
these words, sweet as they undoubtedly an 
presuppose that those same blessed ones, 
reached that rest, were well versed in sorro' 
suffering. Rest is for the weary; that bos' 
those whose cheeks have been much furro^ 
care, and oft washed with briny tears. Wc 
however, left to inferences on such a subjec 
It is emphatically said in another place of tli 
tical individuals, '^ They came out of great tri 
(Rev. vii 14). Not merely, you observe, " tri] 
but ^^ great tribulation." And this, too, is s 
out any exception being made. All and ever) 
attains that rest, first undergoes this great tr 
It is Grod's wise, and good, and irreversib. 
that "we m/ust through much tribulation e 
his kingdom.'* From this law no christian 
be exempt. Earthly jojrs and earthly comi 
esteems, comparatively speaking, as baubles; a 
fore, very frequently he deals them with a m^ 
hand on the world's children than on his 
Luke xvi. 25). For his own, he has som< 
store much better — Himself; and, therefon 
have them, whilst they are away from hoi 
"strangers and pilgrims" (1 Peter ii. 11). 
teaches by his grace to esteem the very "< 
for Christ's sake " better riches than the tree 
the world (Heb. xi 26). Them he "exercL* 
" chastening," which although, whilst being 
seems not joyous, but grievous, he bids thei 
its result, he comforts them with the wor 
wards" (Heb. xii. 11). He assures them \ 
because they are " sons," and not " bastards, 
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Bcourges them. God, if I may so speak, takes great 
pains with his children, whom he has destined to be 
partakers of his holiness. Are we in his sight as 
silver 1* Then we must be put in the crucible (Fsalm 
\ Ixvi 10; Zech. xiii. 9). Does he esteem us as gold? 
I Then we must be " tried, in the fire " (1 Peter i. 7), 
' ''in the furnace of aMction " (Isaiah xlyiii. 10). Are 
we his jewels ? Then we must be polished (Mai. iii. 1 7). 
You will not, I am sure^ my brethren, if you your- 
B^Tes know what furnace -work is, say that I insist 
too much upon this point; no, you will feel the neces- 
sity of all the divine consolation that can be adminis- 
tered. A spiritually-proud Hezekiah, and a worldly- 
proud Nebuchadnezzar, are afflicted and humbled, 
whilst many other haughty and vain men are left to 
^ np the measure of their iniquities. The disobedient, 
^^ved, though christian prophet, is slain, whilst the 
deceiver is allowed to live out the whole measure of 
^ days, and to come to his grave in peace (1 Kings 
^). Out of a family of twelve children, the only 
pious one among them is subjected to accumulated 
^d extreme affliction, whilst, as for the others who 
We wicked, not one sorrow crosses their path. Here 
is Joseph, who fears God (Gen. xlii. 18), in prison, yea, 
and in prison, too, because he fears him, whilst his 
brethren, virtually fratricides, walk at large, and *^ do 
even what they lust." 

Doubtless the feelings of the youthful prisoner must 
have been, at times, poignant in the extreme. Imagine, 
my brethren, some scheme or other, on the accomplish- 

* The purifier of silver Itoeps hi« eye steadfastly fixed upon the metal in 
the crucible ; nor does he ever judge it sufficiently clear and bright^ until he 
can see k$s oum image reSected in it. How like Qod't 7)Ot\. niV^Xw \a&\ 
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ment of which a man has had his heart fixed for t 
time ; gradually one part is achieved, and then an( 
his hopes are excited more and more; at leng 
sanguine does he become, that he is wont to cal 
as if it were already done; the design itself nean 
pletion; when, lo, suddenly, the fair &bric of 
years' toil is dashed to the ground. Such, dou 
must have been, to no small extent, the sti 
Joseph's mind, when he first found himself real 
truly a prisoner. How oft would he not try an.' 
suade himself that it was but a dream ! He 1 
his own mind, so nicely mapped out the way in 
he thought he was to attain the honours wM 
dreams portended. For ten years everything 
on according to his expectations; he was di 
faithful, and obedient; his master influential, 
and discriminating; but then he had expectec 
the higher he rose, the yet quicker he would ris" 
remaining steps of the ascent were now, all of 
plainly discernible, — they were neither man; 
difficult ones, when, lo, to his consternation, he 
himself not a slave merely, as he had been whe 
he entered Potiphar's house, but a prisoner, ar 
a prisoner only, but a prisoner viewed as guilty 
of the basest and blackest of crimes imaginable. 
Poor Joseph ! how thy heart must have sunk ^ 
thee, when day after day, and week after wee 
thing disturbed the silence of thy prison, sa\ 
solitary attendant, who once every day, without 
ing a word, brought thee thy bread and wate 
clank of thine own chains, and the heavy tread 
gaoler. But God is with thee, Joseph, and it 
who yet enables thee to maintain thy confidei 
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kun! Dost thoa still love him? Dost thou still trust 
him 1 Darest thou to believe that there is no chance 
Work even in this ) Ah, that is the very thing that 
consoles thee; it is now being engraved on thy heart 
what afterwards thou shalt be enabled to express to 
thy brethren, — " It was not you that sent me hither, 
but God** (Qen. zlv. 8). Art thou unhappy, poor 
gofl e ir arl At times, perhaps, thou art prone to be, 
bat^ ah, at other times thou art enabled to commune 
so fiuniliarly with the God of thy fathers, that thy 
iriaon appears a palace. . Thou hast one comfort yet 
lelb theei, O Joseph, and that a great one, — ^thy God is 
with thee. Trust him still, hold on him still, he is a 
fidthfol, a gracious, a good God. Ah, how much sweeter 
it is to be in trouble and have the presence of God, 
than to be rolling in pleasure with a guilty conscience, 
jToa can testify. Sometimes, doubtless, thy heart is so 
foil that thou art constrained, notwithstanding thy 
dhaiiuB^ to break forth into the voice of melody; and 
strange to tell, the praises of God are heard to resound, 
like as in the prison of Philippi two thousand years 
afterwards (Acts xvL 25), where naught is wont to 
bfeak upon the ear, save the voice of the swearer, the 
mnrmuier, and the blasphemer. Joseph ! knowest 
thou not whose footsteps they are, retreating when 
thy prayer is done? Hememberest thou not those 
same footsteps you marked yesterday? Art thou 
unaware what impression thou art creating on the 
mind of the gaoler? Knowest thou not that he 
already looks upon thee as an injured, an innocent, a 
holy man ? Ah ! who is he that comes instead 
of thine ordinary attendant to-day? But he has 
not brought thoe thy food ! Sec, tbc leax \a ^^\»^\vvcv% 
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in his eye. What is he doing? — tmfastenini 
chains ! Has Potiphar sent for thee ? H 
discovered thine innocence? Na See, the 
leaves thy door open, and beckons thee to follow 
Let us follow too, my brethren. Then the ma 
sents to his prisoner other clothing; he seats I 
his own table, and sets before him abundance ol 
provision; and then, whilst the prisoner is eati 
learns, to his astonishment, that he has one 1 
sympathiser, one friend who is convinced of his 
cence, and he learns, too, the mode of his oonv 
He will do his utmost, he promises, to procure J< 
release; meanwhile, anxious to mitigate his im] 
ment as much as he can, he gives him the same 
in the prison which formerly he had held in the 
household of Potiphar: "The keeper of the 
committed to Joseph's hand all the prisoner! 
were in the prison ; and whatsoever they did th 
was the doer of it." Now, Joseph, has God fo 
thee? Thou art assured he has not. It is he 
he that has melted the heart of the stem and : 
gaoler. God, thy God, intends thee to look up 
as the germ of future deHverance, as an eamet 
he has not forsaken thee, and never wilL " The 
says the sacred narrative, "was with Josep! 
shewed him mercy, and gave him &vour in th 
of the keeper of the prison." And then the b 
of the Lord so attended his servant, that " the 
of the prison looked not to anything that was 
his hand; because the Lord was with him; ai 
which he did the Lord made it to prosper" 
xxxix. 21—23). 
Ah, what a good Lord he is I He will ne-^ 
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our fidth too Beyerely. He will oft grant one gleam 
of sunshine even in the most cloudy day. Oh, how 
worthy he is of heing loved and trusted ! But, oh, 
we are prone to become fretM and impatient if he 
does not dehver us speedily. It is hard, my brethren, 
to preserve our confidence in God, when all things 
aeem working together for our ruin; not because his 
promises are not rich enough, not because we have 
ever found him un&ithful to them, quite the reverse ; 
bat because our hearts are desperately wicked. There- 
fore it is he disciplines us, sending us affliction upon 
affliction, in order that we may be emptied of all con- 
oeit of ourselves, learning more of our own vileness, 
md that we may be more and more encouraged to 
believe in him, to love him, and to adore him, though 
he slay us, according as we learn more and more of 
his own glorious and blessed sel£ 

Meanwhile time rolls on. The gaoler, it would ap- 
pear, does intercede in Joseph's behalf with Potiphar, 
who, as captain of the royal guard, is the responsible 
governor of the prison, and which, in fact, formed 
part of his own establishment. And thus much he 
succeeds in obtaining for him, that his lenient treat- 
ment of the prisoner receives the sanction of his some- 
what pacified master. That Potiphar, it should seem, 
could not forget how well things had gone on in his house 
whilst Joseph was his steward, nor avoid remarking 
the difference since he had put another in his place. 
These things nrnstf to some extent, have touched his 
heart, and silently and continually pleaded for the 
innocence of his prisoner. Then he knew that the 
gaoler in his heart acquitted him of the crime; and he 
was continually hearing fi:om him how qvue^ «Xi ^i\ASi^ 
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were now in the prison since Joseph was allowed to 
act as his deputy. Hence we may conclude that 
Potiphar waa ofttimes unconsciously angry yrikh him- 
self on account of his former rash and ftaious con- 
demnation of his &dthful servant. Never, my brethieiiy 
shall a man trust in the Lord in vain. Axe we fisdselj 
accused 9 let us not be over anxious of justifying ovv- 
selves. Let us walk with God, careful only of pleasii^ 
him, and of enjoying his smile. Let us £>llow the 
example of our adorable Bedeemer (1 Peter ii 23)j 
and let us embrace the advice of the Psalmist, wlieit 
he says, '' Commit thy way unto the Lord ; trust abo 
in him, and he shall bring it to pass. And he shall 
bring forth thy righteousness as the light, and thy 
judgment as the noon -day. Best in the Lord, and 
tocdt patierUlf/ for him " (Psalm xxxvii. 5 — 7). 

But now strange events are happening in the royal 
palace : events which, by the providence of Cxod, shall 
become subservient to the release of Joseph, and to 
the entire fulfilment of his dreams. A conspiracy 
against the life of Pharaoh has been detected, in which 
two chief eunuchs are looked upon as implicated. If 
we may infer anything &om their ordinary occupation, 
we may surmise that the plot was to take ofiT the Iring 
by poison administered in his food. Whatever it was^ 
it was discovered, and these individuals are committed 
to the custody of the captain of the guard, and to the 
very prison where Joseph is now an official, who is 
wisely entrusted by his master with their care. In 
him they find a kind keeper who pities their misfor- 
tunes, and can sympathise with their woes. He places 
them under no unnecessary restraint, he allows them 
to be together, and every o\.\ier YiXiet^i)^ com^Xieo^ ^^k 
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their safety. His kindness wins their confidence, they 
learn to regard him in the light of a Mend. One 
mornings going in, as usual, to look after them and 
their wel&re, he notices that they appear more than 
ordinarily down-hearted ; and he, in a soothing man- 
ner, enquires the reason. He learns that on the pre- 
ceding night they have each had a dream, which they 
believe to contain information as to their fiite, but 
which, through lack of an interpreter, is wrapped in 
mystery. Probably they were wishful to be again in 
Pharaoh's court, though it were but for a single hour, 
in order that they might consult the magicians and 
wise men of Egypt, who, it should seem, had some- 
times made shrewd guesses at truth. Alas, think 
they, as they cast their eyes around their prison walls, 
we are unable to seek their counsel ! And here, my 
brethren, suffer me again to point out to you another 
pfTOof that the Lord was with Joseph. If you attend 
to the current of the story, you will perceive that 
God gave these men their dreams purely for the sake 
of Joseph. If they had not had these dreams, Joseph 
had never been recommended to Pharaoh, and conse- 
quently, he would have died a prisoner, and his own 
dreams had proved untrue. But God gave them their 
dreams, and then put it into the heart of Joseph to 
interpret them, in order that, when afterwards he 
should give prophetic dreams to Pharaoh, that king 
should have a counsellor at hand who should inform 
him of a true Zaphnath-paaneah, a revealer of secrets. 
Thus was Crod taking care of Joseph, and working 
events together to issue in his exaltation, whilst of 
this working Joseph was at the time wholly \m.coi\- 
mtoua. Yea, God was with him, for he will i\e:ver 

L 
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deseit his own dear people, and inspired him to sif 
to the captive dreamers, ''Do not interpretatiooi 
belong to God? Tell me them, I pray yon." Tbk 
language may well startle ns; snrely at another tint 
it must have startled even Joseph himself ''Lodt 
not/' says he, ''to the vain soothsayers of PhaniQUi 
court; God gave your dreams, and God will giretk 
interpretation. His servant, his child am I ; tell if^ 
then, your dreams, and he, I am persuaded, will enaUi 
me to imfold their meaning. Yes, you shall kam I7 
the exactness with which your &te shall be predicl4 
that Jehovah is the Gk>d of the world, and that he 1m 
indeed a people who serve him." This, my brethraD^ 
is not the language of a babe in grace; this jealowgf 
for the honour of his Gk>d, — ^this strongs unwavenni 
confidence in that God, demonstrate to me that tiv 
crucible had not been useless, and that the prison d 
Potiphar was the house of God. Hear now the pn> 
phetic dreams, and behold now the youthful, bid] 
judge. 

"And the chief butler told his dream to Joseph,' 
and said to him, " In my dream, behold, a vine wi 
before me; and in the vine were three branches: am 
it was as though it budded, and her blossoms she 
forth, and the clusters thereof brought forth rip 
grapes: and Pharaoh's cup was in my hand: and 
took the grapes, and pressed them into Pharaoh's cu] 
and I gave the cup into Pharaoh's hand." And Josef 
said unto him, " This is the interpretation of it : Tl 
three branches are three days : yet within three da} 
shall Pharaoh lifb up thine head, and restore thee uni 
thy place : and thou shalt deliver Pharaoh's cup ini 
his hand^ after the former manner when thou wast h 
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ifcler." Not the slightest wavering, you observe, here; 
lere is no hesitation ; his reply to the butler is short, 
lain, and to the point. Yea, so confident is he that 
rhat he has tittered is the very truth of God, that he 
beady looks upon him as a restored courtier, and 
ofidts his assistance in the procuring of his own 
iilargement. But was not, some of you may ask, 
AoB Y&cy solicitation an evidence of his want of &tith ? 
Quite the reverse, my brethren, it only shews the 
kyonomous manner in which grace enabled him to 
Uend fiuth and practice. It was the promise of Qod, 
oArined in his dreams, on which his soid confidently 
nsted; and it was this very confidence which suggested 
to him the thought, Who knows, O Joseph, but that 
tUs is the very man destined to be instrumental in 
tity release, by acquainting his king with somewhat of 
Ay previous history. So, too, Gkni assured Paid, when 
iffi his voyage to Bome, that he should be brought 
nialy there, and that for his sake all that were sailing 
nth him should be safe too : yet this confidence, we 
[DOW, so &r from impairing his usefulness on that 
ocasion, rendered him the most serviceable man in 
he ship; yea, when the sailors wanted to escape 
acretly from the ship. Paid discovered their intentions 
3 the centurion, using these strong words : ^' Except 
liese abide in the ship, ye camm/ot be saved ;" because 
ware that God never predestines ends to be accom- 
lished by us, without also determining the means 
'hich we shall use. If, my brethren, it were possible 
rt an army to be assured confidently of victory ere 
le battle at all commenced, suppose ye that they 
'ould therefore ground their arms and refuse to en- 
)unter a single foe ? Would not thia asisvattac/^ nd.^^b't 
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nerve their every effort, embolden even the mm 
and nige on the most irresolute? Now tb 
brethren, are we assured by the pen of insp 
that come what will between ns and our final sa 
whether death, Ufe, angels^ principalities, or pow( 
in all things we are, and ever shall be, more th 
querors through him that loved us (Eom. viiL 3 
This it is that comforts us under every tamf 
this enables us to survey the ranks of our enem 
only without terror, but also with calm sas 
this keeps our hearts firom trembling when we 
cold hand of death upon us. Jesus said, '^ Tin 
never perish, neither shall any man pluck them 
my hand" (John x. 28); and therefore we c 
" Though I walk through the valley of the shi 
death, I will fear no evil; far Thou art wit 
(Psalm xxiii. 4). 

But to return. How the delighted eunucl 
upon every word of Joseph with breathless att 
How every syllable of his sentence drops do^ 
the very bottom of a heart opened to the 
to receive it 1 What intense joy is pictured 
countenance ! How differently do his prisoi 
appear! With what new digijity is the lowly 
before him invested ! He feels almost delivere 
The three days he reckons over again and 
scarcely a single doubt disturbs his mind. 
Joseph, he will do anything for him; he feels t 
man in whom the Spirit of the holy God so ei 
is, must be innocent, whatever crimes they : 
which are laid to his charge. 

His fellow-prisoner, encouraged by all this, f 
to relate also his dream. " Behold," says he, 



THE LOWLT ABBITER. 149 

three white baskets on my head : and in the uppermost 

basket was of all maimer of bakemeats for Pharaoh; 

and the birds did eat them out of the basket upon my 

head." It strikes one, upon comparing the two dreams 

tc^ether, how much they resemble each other in all but 

tihe outward drapery. Yet from this dream, so similar 

to the other, does Joseph proceed to read to this eunuch 

a doom altogether different from his fellow. We may 

imagine Joseph as standing in between his two fellow- 

prisonero; and whilst the one is elated with joy at 

what he has heard from his judge's lips, the other, 

breathless with impatience, feels his heart sink within 

lum, as in slow and measured language the same judge 

ivooeeds: ^The three baskets are three days: yet 

within three days shall Pharaoh lift up thine head from 

^ thee, and shall hang thee on a tree; and the birds 

shall eat thy flesh from off thee." Oh, terrible sentence, 

which the poor wretch in vain strives to believe 

^tme. He &in woidd speak, but a sullen stupidity 

^KiaoB hiTyi and he is silent. The third day soon arrives ; 

tbe sentence is carried into execution; 'Hhe one is 

taken" -to the court of Pharaoh and restored to his 

office, "the other lefl " to reap the condign punishment 

of his crimes, and is accordingly hung. 

Oh, what a light had illuminated that prison ! The 

intimate friend of the Most High God, it was plain, 

dwelt th^?e. Underneath the ordinaiy raiment of a 

sabahem official had been beheld the celestial ermine 

in which all Gbd's children are openly to appear at the 

last day (1 Cor. vi. 2). From the same omens the 

poor prisoner restored one eunuch to the court of 

Pharaoh, and consigned the other to terrible and 

inevitable destraction. Is there not aoTCLe^JKflv^ ^o\^- 
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derful in all this, mj brethren? Yet has tb 
scene been re-enacted on the Cross of Calvary 
splendour infinitely more iUnstrioos, by a R 
i^nitely mor« exited, and involving .Jnseqn 
those that were judged infinitelj more tren 
because eternal ! Listen ! 

I stated to you, at the beginning of this di 
that all those who attain to eternal glory, have 
wade through an ocean of tribulation; that i 
of God must expect to be exempted £rom & 
whilst away firom home. I now add to that st 
the further Scripture testimony, that God, in 1 
many sons unto glory, was pleased to make oti 
captain of their salvation perfect through suf 
(Heb. ii. 10). Not that the Son of God wa 
before; but he would not have been a perfect 
had he not suffered. We needed his blood to ^ 
his sufferings to atone for our sins, as well 
righteousness to clothe and adorn us. Anc] 
His were sufferings ! Come with me, my b 
and let us speed our way to Calvary's cruel t 
there behold the sublime, yet awful spectacle 
great and innocent Redeemer groaning un 
weight of sin and woe which is there heaped uj 
Any one else it would have crushed; he alon 
and did, drain damnation dry. To take the 
wrath from his Father's hand, to quaff it, anc 
leave owe migle drop at the bottom for any on 
people ; no angel could have done this, but Ch 
therefore Christ is no angel, Christ is Grod. So 
was that draught that even the manhood 
Saviour himself quailed when he took it. The 
he offered that memorable ptoyex, feom which 



THE LOWLT ABBITEB. 151 

gather that if there had been any other method poe- 

flible of saving ns by a personage less illustrious, that 

other method had been then discovered : '^ K it be pos- 

mbley let this cap pass from me" (Matt. xxvi. 39). 

^K there is any other way of saving my beloved 

people, than by my drinking this cup of woe, with- 

dxaw it from me, O my Father.** Nor am I in the 

Ifiufc, my brethren, ashamed of this prayer of my 

fiMuynr, any more than I am of his weariness when he 

«Hk upon the well of Jacob (John iv. 6). It teaches 

BI0 that my adorable Bedeemer was perfect man, as 

ireU as perfect God. Truly, martyrs and male&ctors 

Ittve each encountered death with courage. But, then, 

if martyrs have endured valiantly, it has been owing 

to the grace with which he has blessed them. And as 

for the courage of male£su^rs, it has been that of scorn 

ttd pride, which certainly found no place in the meek 

^ bwly Son of God. And then, again, Jesus is 

purity and holiness itself whilst yet he beheld, &r 

iBore distinctly than any one else could do, that suffer- 

^ and death are the wages of sin; which, although 

nutoy pious sufferers may have understood intellectu- 

^7, yet not in that true, and profound, and spiritual 

way in which the Lord Jesus viewed them. Once 

more^ ever remember that he suffered as the head and 

representative of his people, and as such that he did 

most truly take their sins upon him. We have become, 

at length, so habituated to the word impiUcUiony that 

we often &il to notice the Scripture truth, that our sins 

themselves, in point of guilt and defilement, as well as 

the punishment due to them, were all laid upon the 

Son of God. Eealise this, and the mystery of his cry 

immediately vanishes. Thus Isaiali (^n. ^"^ ^Ab^^^ ^^Tt^^ 
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Lord hath laid upon him the iwiquUy of us alL" 
Again, at verse 11, ''He shall bear their iniqtdliiei!' 
Again, verse 12, he himself ''bare the sin of mmj!* 
To which Scriptures vou maj add the testimony d 
St. Peter : " Who his own self bare our sms in his 
own body on the tree" (1 Peter ii 24). Mse ham 
covld the justice of God have permitted that the hd^j 
and harmless, and undefiled Bedeem^ should hun 
suffered, except bj viewing him as the guilty qm^ 
through the actual transfer of sin from us eriminafa 
to him the glorious Surety. Now this transfer iru 
anciently prefigured by the imposition of hands oa 
the head of the piacular victim, which was regarded 
as so polluted by that imputation, that even the voy 
persons whom duty led into contact with it afterwaziK 
yea, and the priests themselves, were pronounoed 
defiled, and were enjoined to wash their clothes, a&4 
in some other cases, themselves as well, and to look 
upon themselves as unclean imtil the evening (Lefr. 
xvL 26 — 28; Num. xix. 7). Yet let me be distindijf 
imderstood. Jesus ever was, and ever must be, pe^ 
sonally holy. The sins which, I say, he took, were to 
own not by conunission but by transfer. Hence is 
Psabn Ixix. 4, 5, he is represented as thus addressii^ 
his Father: "Then I will restore (3»r») what I tool 
not away." That is, "When I become incarnate fornq 
people, / will pay those debts of theirs which thej 
owe to thy divine justice." These debts legally becami 
his by virtue of that marriage union into which hi 
was pleased to enter with his church. One funds 
mental law concerning marriage is, that all the hns 
band has becomes the property of the wife, and a) 
her debts become bis. And lasacfc ^t, "Pwil says, " Go< 
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made him to be sin for ns, who knew no sin ; that we 
might be made the nghteonsness of God in him'* 
(2 Got. y. 21). All his righteousness became ours, 
uid an our bldb became his. 

Now^ if you wiU maturely consider, beloved friends, 
the truth I have been inculcating, you will then better 
TBiderBtand what it was that made the cross of Christ 
i 80 latter and so painful as it was. The pains which 
be underwent merely in his body were, doubtless, 
earamdating to the last degree. " For the hands and 
iset being the instruments of action and motion, are 
provided by nature with a much greater quantity of 
]wr?e8 than others have occasion for; and because all 
KDBation is performed by the spirits contained in 
tiww nerves, it will follow that wherever they aboimd, 
^ BQDge of pain must needs be more quick and ten- 
der. But though the pain of this kind of death was 
^^oeedingly sharp, yet as none of the vitak were im- 
ii^fidiately affected, the body continued thus stretched 
OQi and hanging upon the nails that &stened it to the 
OfOBEf, until eascess of cmguiah had by degrees quite 
^xbausted the spirit, and driven out the souL"* So 
%t in the punishment of crucifixion, it was not the 
Ion of blood or any such thing that caused the death 
of the sufferer, but the mere intensity of the pain. 
It was on this account that even the hard soldiers 
were wont to give to those whom they crucified a 
rtnpifying draught, but which Jesus refused to take. 
But, notwithstanding all this, this was not what ren- 
dered the sufferings of Christ so peculiarly severe. 
But it was undoubtedly all those filthy and abominable 
sins which his soid loathed to the last degree, — ^loathed 

* Dean Stanhope. 
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hr more intensely than creature can loathe an} 
— ^which his church throughout all ages had 
mitted or should commit, and which were all 
round him, and laid upon him. In love 
church he bound that thing around his heart 
his soul detested; the only thing it did detest, 
was Adam's disobedience, Noah's drunkenness, 
incest, Abraham's prevarication, Isaac's lie, 1 
anger, Aaron's idolatry, David's adidteiy, murck 
pride, Manasseh's abomination, Zacariah's ui 
James's and John's ambition, Peter's ingratitui 
blasphemy, Faid's contention, and all thy sins, f 
my sins, and thousands and millions more 
blackest die, all placed to the account, and laic 
the head of the dear, the immaculate, the holy 
of God. Is it any wonder, then, when we heai 
speaking by the mouth of David, ^' Innumerabl 
have compassed me about, mine iniquities have 
hold upon me, so that I am not able to look up 
are more than the hairs of mine head : therefor 
heart faileth me" (Psalm xl. 12)1 That this Psa 
longs to Christ St. Paul emphatically declares 
pare Psabn xl. 6 — 8, with Heb. x. 5 — 7). Was 
wonder, then, that the Father, who loved him, i 



I • 
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L This was he who cast them out of heaven ; this 
. he who was bent, they knew, on destroying their 
rped dominion on earth. Now they had him in 
ir power; nor will he conquer them with the arm 
lis omnipotence, but simply by his holiness and con- 
aioe in his heavenly Father. But now that Father 
(nn he so loved, from whose bosom he had come, 
D had never before left him alone (John xvi 32), 
whose &ce he had been wont to look up so con- 
i^y^ 7^ ^^o 1^ OA '^^o several occasions borne 
lible witness with how great satis&ction^ with what 
ifect complacence, and with what extreme delight, 
beheld the Son of his love, — that very Father who 
10, if possible, must have loved his Son more than 
ar, as his obedience and dutifulness were so fully 
hibited, — that very Father did now, in some sense, 
m away from him, as he beheld the sins of the 
orch actually transferred to and on the person of 
3 Saviour. God must, he himself cannot help it, it 
in his very nature, he must hate sin wherever and 
whomsoever he sees it. And now he beheld his 
)ple's sins upon the spotless soul of Jesus, and, 
irefore, he turned away. Now was Jesus doubtless 
nking the bitterest drops of the cup of wrath, 
iiat is heaven, my brethren, but the fall enjoyment 
the presence of God ? What is hell, but separation 
HI the lovely, loving God of love ? And if creatxires, 
nan creatures, shall every one be brought presently, 
experience, to understand either the one or the 
er of these, how much more must Jesus, who knew 
well, who felt so much more exquisitely than we 
do, that in God's favour there is life (Ps. xxx. 5), — 
V much more exquisitely, therefore, xa»a\.\i<ei,\^a3^^ 
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have suiferedy now that Ckxl hid his &ce froi 
than any creature possibly can even in hell ? "S 
cnrse consequent upon sin is separation fix)m 
God. This was declared in the garden of Ed( 
the day thou eatest thereol^" said God, "tho 
surely die;'' that is, thou shalt be separated fi 
who am life, and like the planet that has wandere 
its orbit, having lost its centripetal power, ev( 
shall see thee further from me the Sun of Eig! 
ness, the source of happiness. Hence, my br 
the longer a wicked man lives, the further and : 
still does he wander on from God, death ster< 
his character, then his horrid retrogression b 
increasingly rapid, and in eternal flames the c] 
endless ages that roll on will each witness tl] 
wretch remoter and yet remoter still from ( 
heart, in soul, and in mind. Now, at the crofi 
turned away from Christ ; for Christ, although 
sin, not merely in its consequences but in its i 
as much as his Father did and could, had yet : 
to us so bound those sins around him, that no 
tion could be effected; nothing but his own 
eoidd cover them. 

Now let us put all this together : let us thinl 
mere bodily tortures which Jesus underwent as h 
alive upon the cruel cross; let us listen to th 
sive taunts and envenomed insults which Jesus r 
from his foes, and let them sink down into ov 
let us picture to ourselves the ghastly crew of 
surrounding him, each enraged to the last 
wreaking their utmost vengeance upon him, « 
cessantly tormenting his holy soul with hon 
traljr hellish temptationB •, let wa T^TaaxciVwit tlu 
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dns innumerable^ which he hated with perfect hatred^ 
were &stened inseparably upon him, and which, had 
he not been €k>d, he never coidd have atoned for; that 
it was his divinity alone which kept him from being 
overwhelmed with them, but which sustained him, 
thoogh submerged in their lowest depths, and by 
vbich he rose again, having made full atonement for 
them with his own .rich heart's blood; and to all this 
kt us add the solemn truth, that his own beloved 
Father himself smote him, himself bade his own jus- 
tice arise and cast down the flames of heaven hitherto 
vnsatiBfied with millions of rams and lambs upon this 
Avinely provided victim's soul; that that justice 
homt on and on, consumed his vitals, parched his 
throat, dried up his strength, xmtil it touched that 
^^ictim's godhead, when, with a cry, " I am satisfied," 
it immediately expired : when, I say, we put all this 
^gether, we feel that Jesus bore a weight of woe, an 
accumulation of suffering, that woidd have simk down 
a thousand archangels, yea, all creation, beneath its 
height. Then, when he had borne all, suffered all, 
overcome aU; when the Father had, fully satisfied, 
lestored unto him the light of his countenance, then 
did an exidting shout escape from the dying Con- 
^neror; a shout that rocked hell to its centre, — a 
shout that rent in twain and crumbled into air the 
adamantine gates of heaven, ''It is finished," burst 
&x)m his triumphant lips ; " My Father's law is hon- 
)ured, his justice is satisfied, the work entrusted to 
ne is finished, my people are safe, are free, are mine, 
low and for ever." 

Oh, my brethren, what glory streamed forth fix)m 
he Cross of Christ. If ever there w«ia a. GcO^Vxv Xkssb 
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universe, that God was manifested, was saspen 
the Cross of Calvary. In the behaviour, in th 
of the glorious Personage who hung there, the 
much resemblance to all that the Scripture sayi 
character of €U>d, that I feel I need no otbe 
that that crucified One was Qod, than that whic 
deeds afford. That he did possess great pow 
Satan, all his previous life testified. Once havi 
two thousand devils out of one man, they had a 
cringingly around him, beseeching him, solitary 
armed, that he would not destroy them, and in 
permission to enter into some swine. Yet, ere 
fax fix)m using it, he lets them assaidt him : 
please, he permits the powers of darkness to ha^ 
hour; eagerly they engage with him, and in th 
engagement annihilate their own power for ever 
truly bruise his heel, but in that very bruisii 
crush their own heads. Then was beheld a &r si 
illustration of that saying, '^ Qiwa Deus wU j 
prvus demeniat^^* than ever the drowning hosts 
Egyptians coidd possibly exhibit. Then, too, 
surrender himself over to the will of his 
adversaries; he let them gratify their vii 
malice; they nailed him to the cross, they sle 
and in that slaying, and by that crucifixion, l 
came their inveterate hatred, melted their stony 
and brought them suppliants to his feet. Then 
go under the curse instead of his church, and i 
Justice to wreak and spend its utmost vengeance 
devoted head. Terrible, then, were the agonies 
Sufferer for a short season. But justice has its 
beyond which it were unjust to go. Hence, -w 

* TbMt if, ** TboM whom God wUkiet V> dft%Vco^ h« ftrct drivei 
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lad silentlj endured all for the space of three hours, 
le pleaded with his Father on the score of that Justice. 
'My Qod, mj Qod," said he, ''why hast thou forsaken 
nef ** Thus he went on wrestling with his Father in 
he language of the first twenty verses of the twenty- 
leooind PsiJniy and then God answered him. " Thou 
mA heard me," he triumphantly exclaimed ; and so 
bhe lemainder of the Psalm is the language of exult- 
ing joy. And, my brethren, when €k)d heard him, 
and restoied imto him the light of his countenance, so 
iihife Ghrisf 8 sun went down without a single cloud 
Mne it, oh, what convincing proof do I see therein, 
tbt the Person who ooidd so speedily drain all the 
wisih of Qod, under which the church of God had 
otherwise sufBdred to all eternity, that that Person 
^ could lead offended Justice to kiss Mercy, and 
B^fiteouBnesB Peace (Psalm Ixxxv. 10), — ^that that 
{^naon must indeed be glorious, divine. Then did he 
^ the monster death try its strength with him; it 
stoog him, but it left its sting in him — ^it stung itself 
*o death. Yes, truly, in all this, my brethren, Christ 
appeared more like €k>d, and his glory streamed forth 
&r more magnificently, than if he had annihilated this 
sbfal world and created another in its stead. He 
conquered Satan, where Satan had thought to have 
conquered him. 

One thing more, and I have done. Christ's enemies, 
we have seen, were very determined ones. Nothing 
ihat imagination could invent was spared, that coidd 
idd to the indignity and cruelty of his sufferings, 
[lieir consciences told them how perfectly holy had 
leen his life, and they were afraid lest after his death 
e should be regarded as a martyr. TVoa M\v!^'^ ^<b\A\L- 
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mine to do their utmost to prevent. They 1 
him with being a malefactor; that charge 
shall not, be forgotten. It shall be writtei 
of blood. Hence, to fulfil prophecy, he if 
with transgressors (Isaiah liii 12). The s 
ning of these men hits upon an iugeni 
•When Barabbas, a captain of a Zealot < 
band, was captured, some of his gang were 
prisoners. Two of these men, apparently y 
trial, they crucify; and they crucify them 
Jesus, in order that he, too, may appei 
another. They mean the three crosses to 
people, "Behold, now are there th/ree male 
tkree troublers of Jerusalem less, than 
before." In order perfectly to bury hm^ 
among them, they place his cross in the 
theirs on the right and left hand. Oh, 
throw the reins to their own hearts' lusts, I 
they approximate to the character of the de 
Here now they had all his malice, and, s 
directed against the Son of God, all its 
Again does Jesus make the wrath of ma 
him. Again does he make man's wiliest 
subserve his own glory. Unwillingly shall 
monstrous deeds be made the platform for 
of that glory. They meant to say, " See, 
king, and these are his subjects, and this if 
ment they deserve!" And Jesus in act rej 
I am the KING, and this is what my subj< 
serve, and this is what, through taking th 
deserve." They meant it to be as another 
in his degradation : Jesus makes it the 
towsLrda his exaltation. They intended t! 
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make his cross odious : Jesus hereb j makes it the more 

iUustriotis ; yea^ he turns his cross into a throne of 

judgment. From the profoundest gloom into which 

he pierced in love to his church, he makes a dazzling 

and most resplendent ray of his divine glory to escape. 

In the persons of these two robbers, and whilst he was 

yet hHTiging upon the cross, he gives a solemn, a 

Boblime rehearsal of the processes and results of that 

day, when, having sat down on the great white throne, 

and all the inhabitants of the world being gathered 

aioand him, he shall separate the one from the other, 

as a shepherd divideth his sheep firom the goats. Hero 

vwce two thieves as equally criminal in the eyes of 

Ood and man as it is possible to imagine. They bad 

been made prisoners together whilst engaged in the 

ttnie insurrection. They had each suddenly been led 

to crucifixion. When they were first crucified they 

W each derided Jesus and his claims (Matt, xxvii. 

^; Mark xv. 32). And so, doubtless, they would 

*ch have persisted in doing, — ^they had each died in 

their sins, had not He, whose ways are not as our 

^ys, made a difference between them as wide as the 

^ that separates heaven firom hell, as abiding as 

eternity itself can be. Why did one robber cease fi:om 

kis blasphemies and his railings, and the other continue 

them 1 Well may we adopt St. Paul's words, " Who 

made him to differ from the other ? and what had he 

that he did not. receive"? (1 Cor. iv. 7.) What reft 

in twain his hard blaspheming heart, and caused the 

cry to escape therefi'om, " Lord, remember me " 1 What 

changed his tone in so remarkable a manner from, 

"Save thyself and us," to this humble supplication for 

mercy? Why was not tbp other yo\S\>w, oaA^ •^'^^^•*.\ 
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as his feUow,— why was not he brought to leoognus 
his crucified Lord as well, — as well to impl<»e, ^Lord^ 
remember me " ? If (me is to be saved, why tku on^ 
and not the otiier $ Ah, here I learn another iUastni* 
tion of that truth so repeatedly inculcated in Scripture^ 
that Jesus Christ is a sovereign God, and will dispeoM 
his &vours to whomsoever he pleases. If the heaiti 
of kings are in his hands, and he can turn them whidt 
way he will, at least equally so, were the heartfl d 
these robbers (Prov. xxi 1). This waa what Qcd hid 
promised Christ ere he had begun his mission at all: 
" Thy people," says his Father to him, *' thy pec^ 
aliaU be iviUing in the day of thy power'* (Psahnox. 
3). Herein it is, my brethren, the new covenant 
differs from the one in Eden, in that it deals in nothing 
but God's wills and ahaUs (see Heb. viii 7 — 13). Thus 
runs the new covenant, **I toiU put my laws into 
their mind, and write them in their hearts; and 
I tmU be to them a God, and they shaU be to me a 
people," &c. Herein, then, my brethren taught d 
God, you see the cause of the difference made between 
the one robber and the other. No other scriptural 
answer can be given, however much unconverted man 
may not like to hear it. He took one, because he was 
a sovereign God, able to do what he liked; and he left 
the other for the same reason. One he took with him 
home to paradise, and the other he left in his sinB. 
And, oh, my brethren, how rapid was the work of 
grace in that robber whom he had made willing ! See 
the holy and determined boldness with which he 
defends Jesus against the revilers at his feet and \as 
other fellow-sufferer. What adoring love must it have 
been that thus impelled him to beat vritness for Jesus. 
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Mark how profonndy too, is bis conviction of sin. He 
acknowledges that he is reaping the condign punishment 
of his transgressiona; and I feel, if with the same grace 
in his heart it had been possible for him to have gone to 
heU, his language had been still the same: ^We, indeed, 
jnstfy; for we receive the due reward of onr deeds." 
Behold, too^ the strength of his faith: ''Lord," says 
ha Where did he learn that, my brethren ? certainly 
not in the school of natnre. Only to think that this 
poor, this rich man, actually recognised in the person 
that was crucified next to him, who was enduring the 
flame pains, who was suffering at least the same indig- 
nitieSy that he was enabled to behold in this fellow- 
sufferer of his, his Lord, his Saviour, his heavenly King ; 
that he could look forward to the day when that very 
peiBon should appear again as the great and universal 
King of heaven, yea^ and to direct his prayer to that 
man ! Or look once more at his humility. How little 
he asks for; the very least possible ! He feels himself to 
be 80 very unworthy, that he dares but to say, " Lord, 
remember me; in that great day of thine think upon 
me and my poor humble name." I feel, my brethren, 
that this man's humility was &r greater than was that 
woman's who washed his feet with her tears; and that 
his £Edth was, indeed and indeed, stronger than Peter's 
was, when he made that noble exclamation, '' Thou art 
the Christ, the Son of the living God!" For now 
everything outward was completely against his seeing 
any form or comeliness in Jesus; everything to the 
eye of sense concurred in saying, " He is a worm, and 
no man; a reproach of men and despised of the 
people." But it was then, when Jesus appeared so 
<»rdinary a person, it was then when he waa €i\2[NA<^ \»q 
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pray that sublime prayer : " Lord, remember me when 
thou comest into ihy kingdom." Oh, what a grand 
exhibition of the freeness of the grace of God. 
Jesus picked a sinner up, ready to drop into the 
very bottom of hell, and took him home with him 
to paradise. Oh, my brethren, what cannot grace 
do afler this ! * How ought it not to encourage la, 
who feel the plague of our own hearts, and who 
deplore how rebellious we are prone to be liy 
nature, to learn and to remembar from this vivid 
specimen, that grace is almighty and free. Free grace! 
Oh, this is a sweet sound to a troubled conscience, to 
a conscience upon which the Holy Ghost is working! 
And then, when the word of pardon comes, flowing 
from the wounds, and blood, and lips of a precious en- 
cified Christ — ah ! you must feel it like this dying thief 
did. But nothing of this did the enemies of Christ 
intend. But God did. Jesus determined to have a 
memorial eternally in heaven of his hidden power even 
when all the angels of darkness, and the terrors of 
divine wrath seemed for a time to have vanquished 
him. " Thou art the King of Glory, O Christ." 
Oh, what shame to Satan to lose a prey when so 

* How inconsiderate, to say the least, mast those 'men be who so misiotn-- 
pret John xvii. 12, as to say, that Christ lost a soul whom he desired to keep! 
What I he that could rescue a great robber like him that was crucified with 
him, and a terrible blasphemer too, not able to rescue a petty pilferer ! How 
absurd ! And if hundreds of passages of Scripture which state that those 
whom the Father has given to Christ shall not perish, and that none ctn 
pluck them from Christ's hand, — if these passages, I say, have any meaning 
in them, then bow unscriptural is those men's dogma. And look at this tketr 
favourite text. It does not encourage their notion. It says, ** Those tlut 
thou gavest me I have kept, and none of them is lost." As for the Son of 
Perdition, he is lost, for two very good reasons ; one is, that he is not a skefp, 
but the Son of Perdition^ and, secondly, that the Scripture might be fulfilled. 
That Jesus does not intend to make any exceptioti is plam from the next 

chaptpr (John xviil. 0), where the apo«.\.\e «\uo\.eft \Xv%%tvici\^%^l^\\x\\\.^VttMMJi 

any i/mitation. 
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tear to its full poesession ! Oh, what glory to Jesus 
o rescue one of his poor sheep when the roaring lion 
lad already made sure of it! To embrace a sinner in 
iihe arms of his mercy, even when his own hands were 
Quled to the treei To give from the very cross itself 
a specimen of the way in which, and of the ease with 
wbich, he saves sinners] To make that the way of 
manifesting the excess of his love, and the surpassing 
greatness of his glory, which his foes had intended for 
Us severest disgrace. Methinks, O Satan, if Christ 
were to be crucified again, which, thank God, he is 
not, thou wouldst not instigate thy children again to 
cnuafy two robbers with him. Methinks, of all the 
BAonnments of mercy that are privileged to stand 
nmnd the throne of love, none shall bring greater 
i^oty to Christ, — ^none shall more shew the perfection 
^ bis attributes, — ^none ought more to encourage us, 
even the worst, to trust folly in him, — ^none shall pour 
Sieater shame on those who, through unbelief are afraid 
^ rest upon Christ's precious blood, — ^than this poor, 
ibis rich, this sinfol, this pardoned, this saved robber. 

« Thou art the King of Glory, O Christ. 

" Thou art the everlasting Son of the Father. 

"When Thou tookest upon Thee to deliver man, 
liou didst not abhor the virgin's womb. 

"When Thou didst overcome the sharpness of death, 
hou didst open the kiogdom of heaven to all 
alievers. 

" Thou sittest at the right hand of God in the glory 
: the Father. 

" We believe that Thou shalt come to be our Judge. 

"We, therefore, pray Thee, help Thy servants, whom 
hou hast redeemed with Thy preciox&a blood V 



VII. 

THE GREAT DELIVERER. 

^ UniU the time that his word camye, the word of tJia 
*^d tried him. The kmg sent amd loosed him, even 
^ ruler of the people, and let him go free. He 'inade 
'^ lord of his hmise, and ruUr of oM his substance : 
^ bind his princes at his pleaswre, and teach his sena- 
^s wisdom:'— Faaha cr. 19—22. 

Among many arguments, mj beloved brethren, which 
'^'^igiit be adduced, in proof of the doctrine that there 
®hall be a judgment-day, one very powerful with me 
^ the &ct which we may continually behold with our 
^yes, that the wicked are often seen to prosper, whilst 
^he righteous are trodden down, and counted as the 
oSscouring of all things. Is there a €rod 1 We feel 
there is. Is he righteous ? We also feel he is. Then 
how are we to account for this apparently maladminis- 
tiation of his ? In no other way is it at all possible 
than by the Scripture declaration, " The hour is coming, 
in the which all that are in the graves shall hear his 
(Christ's) voice, and shall come forth; they that have 
done good, unto the resurrection of life; and they 
that have done evil, unto the resurrection of damna- 
tion" (John V. 28, 29). This is the conclusion to 
which every rational being who shall admit the pre- 
mises I have stated^ and which few caiiVia\^ Wi^^Wc^- 
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hood to deny, must arriv6; namely, that there must 
be some time or other yet ftiture when the tables shall 
be turned once and for ever. To this important time 
Malachi (iii. 13 — 18) points those persons whom he 
introduces as saying, " It is vain to serve Grod. . . . 
And now we call the proud happy; yea, they that 
work wickedness are set up." He reminds such thai 
the Lord has a book in which their names are enrolled 
who fear and serve him, who shall be the Lord's in 
that day when he makes up his jewels. <' Then," the 
prophet adds, shall '^ him that serv^th God " be deailf 
discerned, and easily distinguished £roin ''him that 
serveth him not ;" for " the proud," continues he in the 
fourth chapter, shall be burnt up " root and brandif 
whilst to those that fear the Lord, "the Sun of 
Kighteousness shall arise;" that is to say, to sadi 
Jesus will appear a second time, to receive them to 
himself and to his bosom for ever (Psalm xlix. U; 
Heb. ix. 28; 2 Thess. i. 6—10). 

But, you may ask, does not God in this present 
dispensation ever appear for the discomfiture and 
destruction of the wicked, and for the deliverance and 
salvation of those that trust in him] He does, my 
brethren. Sometimes he appears, but not always. If 
he mvaHably shewed himself the avenger of sin and 
the defender of his people in the present dispensation, 
what would be the use of a day of judgment % If he 
never did, would not the sinner wax too bold, and say, 
"Tush! God shaU not see, neither shall the God of 
Jacob regard"] and would not the righteous some- 
times become altogether dispirited and desponding? 
But now his word declares, " Some men's sins are open 
/beibrehand, going before to y\^^caaxv\) *, «sA ^^^a^ ^cjs^ 
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they follow after. Likewise, also, the good works of 
some are manifest beforehand; and they that are 
otherwise cannot be hid " (1 Tim. v. 24, 25). Of the 
£>rnier, Uzziah is an instance (2 Ohron. xxvL 16 — 21); 
of the latter, Joseph. After he had been well discip- 
lined by the God that loved him, — after his &ith had 
heen sevetelj tried in the furnace of affliction for thir- 
teen years, — after his &ith had brought forth patience, 
and patience experience;, and experience hope, — after 
thit he had learnt to rest and wait on the Lord, when 
the Lord's own time had folly come, — ^then was he 
Wvered. Two years have now elapsed since he pro- 
phesied of the butler's restoration to his office, and a 
terrible two years they were to him. The felt con- 
Bebusness of that man's ingratitude, — the being cut 
off fix)m all hope of help fix)m the creature, — ^the im- 
lelenting cruelty of Potiphar, — ^the thoughts of home 
^ of his Other's weal, — the constant assaults of 
imbelief, — the fierce teniptations of Satan to curse 
^ and die, — all these, we may well imagine, would 
at times wellnigh overwhelm his spirit, and tend to 
shake his confidence in God. But, then, the Lord 
vas with him^ and shewed him mercy, and gave him 
strength equal to his day, and cheered him with his 
piesenoe, and comforted him with his love. " Truly," 
would Joseph sometimes argue with himself, "truly 
I am under condemnation on the charge of adultery 
and of base ingratitude," and then a sigh would 
escape him; "but then, God, thou knowest my inno- 
cence, and thou wilt deliver me. Else, why didst 
thou thyself remove me from the dock of the felon, 
and place me in the seat of the judge. Thou must 
bave had some design or other in tYiat, O xcoj ^^^> 



years yet; when, unexpectedly, as he is bi 
usual routine of duty, a messenger arrives : 
less haste £rom the court of Pharaoh, wii 
mons for Joseph promptly to attend upon 
master. He, when he hears the messc 
pale, a gleam of light darts into his soul, i 
ceives that God is still at work for him. A 
ment that Pharaoh is destined to be his fri 
him. How ashamed of himself does he fe 
this moment, when he casts the eye of fait! 
and calls to mind all his unbelieving though 
he wishes he had l^y and perfectly trust 
dear, good God. But he has little time f( 
tion, the messenger is urgent upon him. S 
divests himself of the remaining badges of i 
never more to revwme them; his beard, whicl 
seem through a degree of desponding carel 
had suffered to grow, he removes; arrays ] 
suitable apparel, and assays to follow 1 
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he proceed^ attended hj his guide, through street 
after street^ until he arriveB at the palace. There he 
kweil eyed by the obsequious attendants, for his £une 
has gone before him. The dreams of Pharaoh, his 
flameBt desire to ascertain their meaning, and the 
utter confusion of the magi and wise men, are in every 
one's mouth. Many also among themselves have been 
attempting in their own minds to unravel them, for 
they fioel that some rich reward will accrue to the 
man that can; but none of them are able to make 
anything of them. The butler's story is also current, 
and curiosity is on tip-toe to see the man in whom 
dvellsy it is reported, the Spirit of the great Grod. 

And now be is ushered into the presaice-chamber. 
There sits the monarch on his throne evidently in 
lestless anxiety; his courtiers stand in groups behind 
Urn. For a moment his eye encounters that of the 
eaptain of the guard, who instantly changes colour 
and hangs down his head. All eyes are now intent 
upon him. Ceremony is dispensed with. Joseph is 
piaoed in front of the throne, when the king abruptly 
aooosts him thus, ^I have dreamed a dream, and there 
is none that can interpret it : and I have heard say of 
thee that thou canst understand a dream to interpret 
it." As Pharaoh utters these words, he casts his eye 
searchingly at Joseph, to see if he betrays the slightest 
indecision. But he finds none; the youth modestly 
and meekly replies, ''It is not in me; God shall 
give Pharaoh an answer of peace." His emphatic man- 
ner, his earnest jealousy for the honour of his God, 
arouse and encourage Pharaoh. He proceeds. ''lu 
my dream," says he, '' behold, I stood upon the bank 
of the river; and, behold, there came \rj^ qm\» Q>i ^<^ 
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liver seven kine, fisitfleshed and well &voiired; and 
they fed in a meadow : and, behold, seven other kine 
came up after them, poor and very ill &voiired and 
leanfleshed, such as I never saw in all the land d 
Egypt for badness : and the lean and the ill &voiiied 
kine did eat up the first seven &,t kine: and "vben 
they had eaten them up, it could not be knoim 
that they had eaten them;, but they were still ill 
fiskvoured as at the b^inning. So I awoke. And! 
saw in my dream, and, behold, seven ears came up a 
one stalk, Ml and good: and, behold, seven 6m 
withered, thin, and blasted with the east wind, spnmg 
up after them: and the thin ears devoured the mpm 
good ears: and I told this unto the magicians; Imt 
there was none that could declare it to me." JoMfil 
listens to the king without betraying the slightest pfl^ 
turbation. He is wont to walk with God, and n0V 
the eye of his faith is towards, him. That God do« 
not forsake him in the hour of his need ; he reveals to 
him the interpretation. With a grateftd prostraticm 
of soul at the footstool of his heavenly Father, he tbitf 
addresses the king: "The dream of Pharaoh is one: 
God hath shewed Pharaoh what he is about to do." 
Mark how calm and collected he is; mark how he 
ascribes all to the Lord. He continues, " The sevffi 
good kine are seven years ; and the seven good ears aie 
seven years : the dream is one. And the seven thin 
and ill &ivoured kine that came up after them are seven 
years; and the seven empty ears, blasted with the east 
wind, shall be seven years of &imine. This is the 
thing which I have spoken unto Pharaoh : what God 
is about to do he sheweth unto Pharaoh. Behold 
there come seven years of ^^ceat plenty throughout 
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lU tlie land of Egypt : and there shall arise afler thein 

Kven years of fiunine; and all the plenty shall be 

Inrgotten in the land of Egypt; and the famine shall 

eoQsiime the land; and the plenty shall not be known 

i&the land by reason of that inline following; for it 

shall be very giievons. And for that the dream was 

doabled onto Pharaoh twice; it is because the thing 

IB established by God, and God will shortly bring it to 

pasB." One cannot help observing in this modest and 

KespectM reply of Joseph, the pertinacity with which, 

before a heathen monarch and idolatrous courtiers who 

Md his &te in their hands, he solemnly ascribes all 

dominion and all power to the Lord, and takes not the 

lUglitest notice of Egypt's many gods. There is no 

nserve, no shrinking from the truth : his words are as 

IKHnted as if all his audience revered the God of heaven 

ttd earth only. The heart of each testifies that Joseph 

» a servant of the living GU)d. Meanwhile the courtiers 

gue at him, and then at one another. The easy and 

(tevoat manner in which he opens up the dreams 

ttnazes them. They feel that he is as far beyond the 

i&OBt learned of the ]^yptian magi, as in after times 

the divine enlightenment of Daniel &.vourably con- 

tnisted with the wisdom of Babel's soothsayers. And 

then, too, the important, the tremendous revelations 

vhich he is enimciating petrify them. They could 

not speak, if they attempted, so do they hang on his 

jvery word. As for the king, not an action, not a 

ook, not a syllable, of Joseph's escapes him. He feels, 

aoreover, perfectly confident that the prisoner is im- 

olding the fete of his kingdom for twice seven years, 

nd that in these impending times the welfare of suc- 

eeding ages will be intimately iutereated. \?^\s»Qvi<)i\:, 



174 THE OBKAT DBLIYSBXR. 

do I say? — Pharaoh is folly resolTed that Joseph shall |= 
no more return to prison, though what to do with Mm 
he is for the moment imoertain. But herein Ood 
teaches him. He inspires Joseph to follow up tiie 
interpretation with some sage and weighty advioei 
The humble adviser himself innocently intends id in 
kindness for Pharaoh. He is wholly unconsdouB thifc 
those words determine his own lot. In the vohmsetr- 
ing of his counsel I believe him to have been whol^ 
disinterested. He is intent only on being of servioe 
to Pharaoh, and yet he thereby promotes vastly Im 
own aggrandizement. Observing the profound attan 
tion with which he is listened to by alV he is em- 
boldened to continue thus : '' Now, therefore, let Flift- 
raoh look out a man discreet and wise^ and sefc Ua 
over the land of Egypt. Let Pharaoh do thi% tad 
lot him appoint officers over the land, and take up tiie 
fifth part of the land of Egypt in the seven plenteoos 
years. And let them gather all the food of those good 
years that come, and lay up com under the hand of 
Pharaoh, and let them keep food in the cities. And 
that food shall be for store for the land against the 
seven years of limine, which shall be in the land 
of Egypt; that the land perish not through the 
&imine." This advice the sagacious Pharaoh prudently 
accepts, and in a manner that astounds JosepL The 
king feels that as he had just before appeared as the 
&ith1^1 servant and intimate Mend of his God, so noir 
he has given ample proo& of his loyalty, prudence, 
skill, and wisdom. Whether he is aware of the crime 
with which Joseph is charged I cannot say, cer^ 
tain it is, he is convinced of his innocence, and pro- 
ceeds publicly to prove it. In 1dA& o&cial capacity as 



THE GREAT DELIVERER. 175 

iihe highest officer in the reahn, he proceeds to reverse 
the saitence of Potiphar. He nwre than declares his 
innocence — ^much more; he not only releases him from 
priBon, he seats him on the vice-regal throne. Potiphar's 
Mrvant is to hecome Potiphar's master. A more 
emphatic declaration could not be given. Pharaoh 
tarns to his conrtierBy Potiphar doubtless being among 
them, and determining to act out Joseph's counsel to 
a degree;, says, ^ Can we find such an one as this is^ 
a man in whom the Spirit of God is ?" Then do all, 
erther by their sQence or in express words, unanimously 
lasent to the judgment of Pharaoh. Then the king, 
tuning to Joseph, solemnly pronounces his decision— 
a decision to which, had Jacob's other children been 
pnsent, they might well have listened, and in which 
th^ might well have exulted, as they also therein 
vore immediately concerned. " Forasmuch," says the 
ntonarch, '< forasmuch as €U)d hath shewed thee all this, 
there is none so discreet and wise as thou art: thofo, 
flhah be over my house, and according unto iky word 
shall all my people be ruled: ovdy m the throne will I 
k greater thorn ihtmr The king seems to know no 
▼cards in which he may adequately declare his approba- 
tion. Twice more does he repeat his words (Gen. 
xli. 41 and 44), and the second time with a solemn 
oath (verse 44), as if labouring to express the satisfac- 
tion with which he regards Joseph. Then, suiting 
the action to the word, he beckons him up the steps of 
his throne; takes the ring from his own hand and 
places it on Joseph's, to denote his favour and the 
power which he has conferred upon him ; over him he 
throws a robe of fine linen, and puts a gold chain 
Euround his neck^ investing him thereby "wv^iXi >(X:L<b 
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insignia of prime minister of Bgypt. My brethre 
I pause to ask you in what manner could Joseph ha 
been more honourably acquitted, and the satisfiuAii 
of the king more emphaticaUy declared, than win 
thus Jehovah's time of his servant's deliverance hi 
come, and his word* had tried him? I pause, I m 
just merely to ask you these questions, intending irfv 
next we meet, if it please God, more fully to dwell < 
the exaltation of Joseph: and now proceed to poii 
out to you a greater Deliverer indeed than Fhanu 
ever was, and a greater deliverance than Joseph 6? 
experienced, — an illustration of innocence £ur sd 
limer, a declaration of approval infinitely more trs 
scendant, and one, too, in which you yourselves • 
eternally interested. 



* Hie docet Prophets, quamvis secundum carnis sennim nimii cuiMlai 
Deus, summam moderationem tenere, ut opportune tandem compleit qt 
decrevit. Verbum hoc loco hand duble stgnificat non doctrinam sed decrati 
coeleste. Quanquam autem reiativura ^us tam de ipso Deo quam de Jon 
potest intelligi: hoc tamen secundum, mihi magis placet, donee icfll 
patefieret exitus Joseph, qui in Dei consilio latebat. Tenendum semper * 
Prophetara revoeare hominum mentes a profaoA iUA imaginatione, qi 
fortuaa temerd verset res humanas. Quum enim nihil Ecclesise salute mi 
confusum fuerit quamdiu habitus est Joseph pro damnato, Propheta 
nos sursum attoUit, et jubet reputare occultum rerbum, caia» nondom opp 
tuna vel matura erat manifestatio. Eodem modo interpretor quod sequ^ 
Sermo Dei examtnavit eum. Nam de raticinio exponere, ut faciunt na 
videtur nimis argutum. Quousque vero apparuit Isetior erentnt, quem D 
occultum et suspensum diu tenuit, serio examinata fuit patientia Joseph, 
quod profani homines qui non agnoscunt Deum rebiis humanls prw 
fotum appellant, Propheta magis proprio nomine insignit, dicens sermoi 
esse Dei, et cuj usque verbum. Nee displicet quod Galli su& lingui voc 
destinie, Stoici quum de fato disputant, vel potius balbutiunt, non in 
spinosis anfractibus se involvunt, et rem ipsam, sed verum prindpiumt q 
complexum causarum fingentes, eripiunt Deo mundi gnbernacula. Impi 
hoc figmentum est, causas inter se perplexas nectere, quibus alligatus 
ipse Deus. Fidem ergo nostram ad arcanum Dei consiliom ascendere opor 
quo libere omnia in suum finem dirigit. Interea docet etiam hie locus, fix 
plorum afflictionlbus Divinitus esse praefixum donee probd examinati fueriol 
Catoin'i Comtncntary on PscUm \Qb. 
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When, my brethren, the apostle declares (Acts xx. 
28) that the blood of Qod himself was shed for his 
church, I feel that, however we may explain this 
statement, there is still involved much important and 
Bablime tmth. Tmly God, as Qod, has no blood; 
tnily, too^ God, aa God, cannot die; yet as true it is 
that Christ is the Man-God and the God-Man, and 
that he, as mtch, did shed his blood and did di& God, 
tt God, cannot sofTer; and yet that Christ, who did 
BofSar, 18 God, ten thousand Scriptures emphatically 
testify. It was in order that he might be enabled to 
bleed, and suffer, and die, that the second Person of 
the adorable Trinity, the Son of CkKl, took the human 
lUKtare and joined it with his own (Heb. iL 9 — 17). 
In Christ two natures co-exist, neither one lost in the 
other. On the one hand bis Godhead was not changed 
into Manhood, nor on the other hand was his Man- 
hood absorbed or lost in the immensity of his Godhead. 
&ch nature is kept in him perfectly inviolate, and yet 
^ mysteriously joined together, that as the body and 
*od1 are one man, so God and man are one Christ. If, 
^hen, he who was hung upon the tree had been God 
^7, he had been incapable of suffering; if man only, 
his sufferings in our behalf had been of no value, nor 
oonld he have endured one-thousandth part he did. 
Be bore, as we have seen, the curse of sin so dire, and 
ft weight of woe so accumulated, as would have simk 
down into endless,* hopeless torment all heaven's 

* We tboald erer remember that sin is an if\fintie ofli9nce, being committed 
against an ii0tUie Being. Crime always increases in proportion to the dig- 
nity of the person against whom it is committed. A soldier striking one of 
bis comrades, does, in the eyes of the law, commit a less crime than he who 
ihoald strike bis commanding officer; and be a far less one, than he viho 
should strike the torerelgn. This is that which \nvetU c\ti ^WYi \\a Vc«ai«ci> 

N 
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loftiest and mightiest archangels. That he who 8 
fered for us was man, his bitter cries did iUnstnv 
that he was God, his glorious victory did pro^ 
From the profoundest depths of his hxmuliatv 
striking rays of his omnipotent and divine pen 
burst forth. When he took his church's sins up 
himseL^ he sunk for a time beneath their load. I 
Father's &xie he could not see. For three hoon 
least, vast and incomprehensibly great was the mesm 
of his sufferings. But it was impossible for him to 
overwhelmed. Hence, in his greatness, and by 1 
holiness, he wrestled with his Father and was hem 
As our Husband, our Brother, our Head, he ejnsxg 
from those depths, and, with his church joined to Im 
he again had restored to him the light of his Fathe 
countenance. Inasmuch as we sinners were united 
him, he was bowed down beneath our woes; inasmu 
as he is united to us, we are more than conquero 
through his holiness, his greatness, his divinity, whi 
are all ours. Had Christ finally succumbed in th 
great struggle, we had been undone for ever, and ! 
had gone to heaven again without his church, 1 
bride, his people. It is most important, my brethre 
for your peace, your faith, your joy, that you shou 
ever remember that Christ and you are indissolul) 
one (Eph. v. 23 — 33); that he has from everlasti 
married you; that it was as your Husband he sm 

douft character ;— it is committed against God. Hence it is that nooe 
God himself could atone for sin. Hence it is that the sufferings of 
damned will be eternal. They will ever be paying, never will they have pi 
Hence it is that God is so much more glorified in the sinners that are st' 
by Christ, tlan in those that are lost ; because the sins of the saved have b 
>lc% suffered and atoned for, whilst the sufferings of the lost, being o 
creature-sufferings, can never atone for sin committed against the gi 
Creator. < 
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bieneath your sans; that it was as your Husband, your 
elder Brother, your Bepresentative, he washed away 
those ainB in his blood, and rose again into his Father's 
&Totir. Do, also, remember that this triumph was 
achieved at the Cross. Before Christ died his Father's 
ooontenanoe was restored to him. Christ died the 
Victor; he had for ever overwhelmed our sins, and 
not they him. Hence we find that his last words 
were^ "Father," — you see God is present with him 
again, — " Father, into thy hands I commend my 
Spirit." This is the language of calm confidence; his 
aool is no longer in darkness. Now did he willingly 
yield up his life; no one took it from him, he laid it 
down of himself. He would conquer our last enemy, 
—he would burst the gates of the grave, — ^he would 
^ death overcome death. Meanwhile, however, his 
foeB still imagined they had triumphed, and that 
the cause of Jesus was annihilated. Two of his 
diadpleB, Joseph of Arimathea, and Kicodemus, 
hiving^ by the permission of Pilate, taken the 
bodv of Jesus from the cross, and laid it in a new 
tomb, the Pharisees cause a ponderous stone to be 
rolled over the mouth of the sepulchre, and station a 
guard of Roman soldiers around, in order to keep their 
prisoner safe and secur& Although he is dead, they 
afiect to dread him. A comparison which he had 
made of himself with Jonah disturbs them, and there- 
fore do they take these extraordinary precautions. 
Having sealed the stone, and given the guard their 
charge, these wretched men depart, abandoning them- 
Belves to self-congratulations. Ah ! say they to them- 
selves, that deceiver (such is the word their lips use, 
but which their consciences reject) will no Tuot^ ^^ 
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US trouble^ will no more expose onr sins. Little 
they think that all these precautions of thdis shall 
but subserve his glory whom they pretend to despasB. 
For^ my brethren, if his FBiEims had done these thingBy 
it might have been suspected that there was bohm 
complicity and underhand work in the matter, and 
that they did all this in order to pretend that he m 
dead. But now he was adjudged to be dead by lus 
veriest foes; Pilate himself was satisfied that such 
was the case; they had their own way about Jm 
burial; he was buried alone; the place of his sepokhn 
was made sure, expressly to prevent hds hein^ removed; 
and they placed around a band of soldiers, kiga 
enough, even in their own judgment, to prevent lui 
being taken away by force or fraud. As the stone 
made the sepulchre sure, and as the seal of the state— 
which it was death for any person to meddle with— 
made the stone sure, so the Boman band made aH 
sure. Then, further, permit me to remind you, thai 
these occurrences happened when the moon was at tlie 
fall, and when the city, on occasion of the feast d 
passover, was crowded with two millions of Jews firam 
all places, and when, therefore, persons would be con- 
tinually passing and re-passing during the whole night 
This single fact alone would be amply sufficient tc 
have rendered it impossible, even under the moai 
/(wov/rable circumstances, for his disciples to steal hin 
away. And as for those disciples, th^ thoughts lay ii 
quite another direction. So fax are they from thinkmj 
of purloining the corpse of their Master, in order tc 
propagate an imtruth about his resurrection, that thej 
themselves are in utter consternation, imagining thai 
bia cause is lost. Their bo\)^ «i.i^i^r to them to Ix 
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dashed to the ground. Their langaage is, ''We trasted 
it liad been He which ahonld have redeemed Israel** 
The thoughts of their hearts during the time that 
Christ was dead, had been prophetically delivered in 
the eighty-ninth Psalm, which I venture to request you 
will now read quite through. Although that Sabbath- 
day which succeeded the crucifixion was a ''high** day 
to the other Jews, it was doubtless a very mournful 
cue to these bereaved men. It is spent in expostu- 
lating with Qod, You can almost hear them uttering 
their moans, '' Justice and judgment are the habitation 
of thy throna . . . Thou saidst, I have laid help 
upon One that is mighty, . . . my covenant shall 
stand fast with Him; . . . but thou bast cast off 
and abhorred, thou hast been wroth with thine Anointed. 
Thou hast made void the covenant of thy Servant, 
thou hast pro&ned His crown by casting it to the 
ground" (Psalm Ixxxix. 14, 19, 38, 39). It is useless 
to attempt to console them; they will not hear of it. 
Jesus they loved, they adored. They had been so 
vont to hang upon his lips with breathless attention, 
80 fond of his sweet and cheering voice ! His look 
had ever conveyed untold affection for them; and 
then, too, he had done such great things for them. He 
had taught them how rightly to serve the everlasting 
Father; he had put such inef&tble peace into their hearts 
as previously they had been entire strangers to; he had 
been their Friend in the truest sense of the word upon 
every occasion; — and He, alas, ruthless hands had 
seized him, torn him from them, crucified him ! Yea, 
they themselves, in the hour of danger, had had the 
cowardice to forsake him and flee ! Not that they 
feared that be Jmd not forgiven them*, oVi, \io, X>ev(£^ 
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knew much better.* But this consciousness that h 
was so willing to forgive, yea, and that he had then 
immediately and lovingly forgiven them^ this only 
served to deepen their sorrow, and to cause their tean 
to flow the faster. Broken was the rest which ihej 
got that night. When in the garden with him, tvo 
nights previously, they had slept, although he hai 
asked them to pray with him. Then, overcome with 
sorrow and exhaustioif, they had allowed Jesus to 
suffer without offering the sli^test sympathy (Lob 
xxii. 45). Then, on the succeeding night, surely thflj 
could not sleep after the tremendous events of that daj. 
!Now, therefore, what with watching and what witk 
poignant grief, they slumher, they sleep. Surely in their 
dreams Jesus is again with them, conversing affection- 
ately with them as usual. And, oh, ever as thejr 
awake from their disturbed slumbers, to perceive that 
Jesus is not with them, that it was but a dream, how 
terrible to realise, how acutely do they feel the depri- 
vation. The women, however, as is usually the case in 
the hour of real and exceeding trouble, are not so 
easily overwhelmed. Mary Magdalene, and Joaniw, 
and Salome, and Mary the mother of James, are 
busily engaged in preparing spices and ointments 
with which to embalm his dear and sacred body. They 
pause not in their work for anything; for every 
moment that detains them from the corpse of Jesus 
appears a century. Meanwhile, how fares it in the 
garden ? There the ever watchful Eoman legionaries 

* One proof of this assertion is found in the fact that Peter, although tlw 

Mher disciples must have been well acquainted with his terrible fall, does not 

appear to have been shunned at all by his companions. On the ccNitrary, «• 

0nd Chat Peter and John go togeUiet Vo \}Kv« Xa\iv\^ qcl \.Vk& \&<(^talag of Um 

resurrectiotk. 
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ire pacing to and fro aromd the tomb which 
contains the body of the sleeping Hero. Watchers, 
ither than these iron Bomans, are also there; the 
warden is as Paradise; cherubim and seraphim, 
nteUigence and love, are there; and in sweet melli- 
luous strains, — strains sweeter &r than were ever 
leard in that blest place where the note of praise 
Tom angelic lips is continually sounding, — ^millions of 
ieavenly voices chant the anthem of praise for the 
lead Eedeemer; the solemn words of inspiration float 
ipon the still morning air, ** Thou wilt not leave his 
oul in hell, nor wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see 
iorruption.'* But now the first tinge of morning light 
innounces the approach of the great third day. 
Fehovah remembers his word, and aU heaven descends 
o worship their victorious King, with whom death is 
mainly striving, anxious to retain possession of his illus- 
trious Captive. Suddenly the word of the Almighty 
penetrates the tomb ; " My Son, come forth," is pro- 
lounced over the corpse of the Crocifled; a seraph 
•oils away the great stone from the door of the sepul- 
chre, and forth comes the Man of Sorrows arrayed in 
nore than Eden majesty ; his head and his hairs are 
vhite like wool, as white as snow; his eyes are as a 
lame of 6re; his feet like unto fine brass; in his right 
land are seven stars, and in his left are grasped the 
^eys of hell and of death. In his countenance no 
race of love or suffering is now discernible; light, in- 
sufferable, beyond the brightness of the sun, streams 
herefrom; the happy spirits drop down at his feet 
Coring, never did their Lord appear before so glorious ; 
he terrified soldiers, representing the world's oyS^~ 
2022, &U down aa dead before him*, lieWMea Cion^et^^ 
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at his feet. Nature^ too, seems desirons of paymg 
homage to her risen Lord, and to rejoioe upon this 
supremely festive occasion: the sun, which is now 
issuing from the portals of the skjr, sheds forth Hi 
myriads of golden rays without a single intearveniiig 
cloud; the feathered songsters chirp more menify 
among the trees; the flowers around seem to have pofc 
on their gayest attire; every blade of grass is ebqnonk 
with mute praise; yea^ all creation is intent on swellnig 
the hymn of triumph on this the conmation festinl 
of the King of Glory. An angel proclaims to a listen- 
ing universe in exulting tones, ^' The Lord is risen j*^ 
and patriarchs, and. prophets, and saints triumphant, 
echo back the joyfal words, '^ The Lord is risen indeed:" 
whilst to the ear of Mth of saints on earth, may be 
distinctly heard the voice of the eternal Father, sayings 
" This is my beloved Son, in whom I am wdl-pkased; 
blessed are all ye that put your trust in him." 

But who is that woman standing there, her &oe 
sufi^ed with tears, her countenance expressive of 
deep anxiety, and herself apparently angry at creatioii 
appearing so joyous? It is Mary Magdalena She 
had arrived with her companions at the tomb early in 
the morning, in order to pay the last tribute of devout 
love to their gracious Lord; to their dismay they had 
found it empty; they had run with trepidation to the 
apostles to inform them of the &ct; she had followed 
Peter and John back again ; they had come and seen, 
and returned, but they could not induce her to retum 
with them. She stood without at the sepulchre^ 
weeping. As then she wept, she looked into the 
sepulchre. Doubtless she had looked into it scores of 
timeB previously, but she Yion^^ Oi^gumsl Ivo^ that she 
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bad not before aeaiched oarefully, — ^that her tears had 
prevented her from seeing dearly; and so she cast her 
eyes wistfolly again into the sepulchre, as one seeking 
earnestly for anything wonld let his eyes £el11 often 
upon the same spot. And this time she sees <^two 
angels in white^ sittings one at the head, and the other 
at the feet^ where the body of Jesns had lain." What 
the subject of their meditation was, it would not be 
difficult to imagina They do not honour the place; 
the place honours them. They have remained behind 
the rest of their comrades, in obedience to the com- 
mand of their Lord, in order to enable her to discern 
what has happened As for her, there is not the 
slightest account of her being terrified at such a vision. 
At any other time she might have been, but not 
imder her present circumstances. Her excitement and 
anxiety were so absorbing as to check fear. Neither 
was she charmed at their august appearance. At 
another time she might have been, but not now. Her 
tears flowed as &st as ever; she regards them not. 
"And they say unto her, Woman, why weepest thoul" 
That "why" of theirs might have aUayed her grief, 
had she then been capable of reasoning calmly. It 
implied there was rzo eomse for her grief, — ^it implied 
that Jesus was risen. But that she does not under- 
stand. Hence she replies, ^' Because they have taken 
away my Lord, and I know not where they have laid 
him." She still calls Jesus her Lord, as though some 
glimmer of the resurrection were latent in her mind. 
True, she was unconscious of its presence, but her 
language and her behaviour prove that such a thought 
did really lurk within her breast. Had you bluntly 
put the qnesiion to her, as she turned vw^^ ^<svs^.>(h^!6 
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angels, and said, " Mary, is your Lord risen ?** douU- 
less she would have answered, " No, he is not." Bd 
she would have understood her own feelings miud 
better, had you said to her, " Mary, that Saviour irk 
cast seven devils out of you, — who poured peace, aoc 
pardon, and joy, into your wounded soul, — tiiil 
Saviour, you will never see again, — ^that gracious anc 
tender heart is now the food of worms." Methink 
she would have responded, with all the eneig] 
imaginable, '^ Impossible, — he is the Lord Chiist 
What ! his body the prey of corruption, — impoanbUf 
But now Jesus takes pity on her; he knows what i 
her desire. He himself approaches. Then looking a 
her fall in the face, he says, "Why weepest thott 
whom seekest thou?" He knew she was seekiiigi 
Person; he knew she had said, "They have taken awa; 
my Lord, and I know not where they have laid him. 
Hence he says, " Whom seekest thou % " What a 
appeal to the very depths of her heart. And herei 
his address differed from that of the angels; they ba 
not asked, " Whom ? " She supposed him to be tl 
gardener. She mistook him. It was not that Jesi 
was altered, but that her Mth was weak. Jesus nev( 
alters, it is t^ that alter. She says to him, "Sir, 
thou hast borne him hence, telL me where thou ha 
placed him, and I will take him away." She does n 
exactly reply to his question. She cannot; her whc 
soul is intently absorbed in the wish, "Oh, that 
knew where I might find Imn." I cannot refrain fro 
again pointing out to you, dear friends, that thrice 
her reply she says "A*m." Ah, what a religion he 
is. Kot of frames and feelings, — ^not of mere doctrin 
and head knowledge, — ^Wt c^QQ&\&\»\xi% ixL a gloria 
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on. God grant us more of it, — ^to be contented, 
r nothing leas than Christ himself. ^ And I my- 
' (icf7«), says she, "will take him away." She 
not want the gardener to take him away; she 
Id do it. Oh, for some of this intense love to 
s which she had. Jesus says to her, " Mary ! '* 
who can tell, — who cannot, if they are christians^ 
pne, — the peculiar tone and look with which that 
ie word was uttered ! Such a sweet smile of love, 
raciously penetrating a glance, was now given to 
y, as thrilled through her very sotd. Jesus knows 
people, his brethren, their number, their names, 
all about them; as for the others, he knows them 
(Luke xiiL 26), But tJie^ are engraven on the 
IS of his hands (Isaiah xlix. 16), engraved with 

nails, with the pen of love (see John x. 1 — 14). 

as Jesus knows his sheep, so, too, do the sheep 
V their Shepherd's voice. Oh, how instantly were 
fs tears dried up; how quickly was she clasping 
feet; she had found the Person she wanted; 
was clinging with all her weight to her dear 
our, whilst in an agony of delight she exclaimed, 
bboni." She could not say more, her heart 
too full. Then said Jesus, "Touch me not, for 
a not yet ascended to my Father; but go to 
brethren, and say unto them, I ascend unto my 
ler, and your Father; and to my God, and your 
" He forbids her to touch him, not because it 
sinfiil to touch him, far fix)m that. But a few 
before those very same hands had anointed him. 
woman with the bloody flux, too, had been assured 
lie Saviour that it was /cvUh had impelled her to 
h him (Matt ix, 22), And even. «ift«c \!ti& trsq;^- 



188 THE GBEAT DBLIYERBB. 

rection, Matthew assures us that Jesus allowed the 
company of women to hold him bj the feet and wot- 
ship him (Matt. xxviiL 9). Yea^ Thomas was hid ta 
thrust his hand into his risen Master^s sida By bis 
forbidding Mary from holding him^ he taught her 
that the glory of his resurrection was yet but kgi^ 
achieved. She would &in have retained him in this 
world, and have demeaned herself as if he were stfll 
in the same condition as he was in previous to his 
death. He encourages her to lift up her thoughts mud 
higher; that the very body which she grasped vm 
now impassible and endued with immortcdity; tiuA 
he, the first-bom from the dead, was now, as Mediator, 
King of the Universe; that he and all his brethitt 
had been now solemnly acquitted by Divine Justice] 
that it was not to be merely and barely an acquittal 
but that his Father and their Father, his God anc 
their God, in order to shew how fully satisfied he wbi 
with his Son's work, and with his people in him, ws 
now about to raise him to his own right hand, and se 
him there, fiir above all principality, and power, ant 
might, and dominion (Eph. i. 20 — 23); that tha 
Father could not endure that his covenant -peopl 
should be separated from him any longer, but that h 
was longing to have them with him in glory, and, a 
the initiatory step thereto, he would exalt him the! 
Covenant Head and Elder Brother (Eph. i 22); a 
this, my brethren, was implied in those apparentl 
forbidding words of the dear Redeemer, as is manifo 
from the reason he himself assigns: ''Touch me no> 
FOR I am not yet ascended to my Father; but go t 
my brethren, and say unto them, I ascend unto m, 
Father, and your Fatlier-, axA W tecj Ck«4, wid you 
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d.** Ohy dear Mends, these are cheering words 
leed, they are enoogh to make one's heart leap for 

Toa will all probably remember that St. Mark 
nphatically assures us that Mary Magdalene's inter- 
iew with Christ, which we have just described, was 
he fini one granted after the resurrection (Mark 
cvi 9). Now, I think it is remarkable that it was 
on this yerj occasion that Christ bids us look Airther 
than the resunection, and rivet our eyes on his asceu- 
Qon and session at the right hand of the Father. Ho 
would seem to teach us that the ascension was the 
completion of the resurrection. Only bear in mind, 
dear friends, that your eternal destiny is irrevocably 
linked with his, as he himself witnesses, "Because I 
Uve^ ye shall live also," and then you will see the im- 
portance of this view of the case. Are you really in 
earnest as to the welfare of your soul ) Do you 
vividly realise what a terrible thing sin is in the sight 
of a holy Qod, and that j^ou yourself are a sinner ) 
Do yon fully believe that Christ has undertaken your 
cause 9 Then you will be extremely anxious to know 
what view the holy God takes of Christ's work. K 
he shall exhibit the slightest dissatisfaction with it, 
you may well tremble, for it is your only hope of 
pardon. But then, when you see that God hiniadf 
unbars the prison-agates of the tomb wherein your 
Surety, your Substitute, your Representative is con- 
fined, your heart grows lighter, and joyftdly you ex- 
claim, ^ He has paid for my sins, — he has satisfied the 
holy Law, — the Divine Creditor himself bids him go 
free: as he is free, I must be free too; for it was 
changing places with me that broxx^Vit 1\\scl \)^ \>Viv 
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chains of the grave." But when you see that same 
heavenlj Creditor, that same holy God^ not content 
with declaring his full approbation of Christ's work 
by raising him from the dead, but also setting him at 
his right hand on his own throne, and giving him ^to 
be the head over all things to the ckwrch^ jau. are no 
longer able to contain yourself for joy, and now joor 
language is, '^Ah 1 I see that I am now ten thousand 
times safer, ten thousand times holier, ten thoasand 
times more acceptable to Qod, than if I had new 
sinned at all; for then never should I have had so 
glorious a Surety, so precious a Saviour, so akni^ty 
a Brother, not only able to recover for me the life 
which I forfeited in Paradise, but also eternal life, and 
^rrmch more aJbvmdarfdly* besides^ (John x. 10). fff 
then, I had a righteousness of my own, such as Adaa 
would have had if he had kept God's holy law, I shoM 
he a great loser; for then I should have no title to that 
righteousness of Christ, which is given only to those 
that have none. It is this view of the case that leads 
the holy apostle to call all his own righteousness a 
real '^loss" and "dv/ng," and he means what he says, as 
it would hinder him from appropriating the righteous- 
ness of Christ. "Well, then," may some one of yon 
say, " I may live as I list." And is that the language 
of your heart? And do you really mean thereby 
that you may live in sin ) If so, rest assured yon 
have no part nor lot in this matter. The christian 
does indeed live as he lists, so &r as grace reigns in 
his heart. But how does he list to live ? €k> and read 
the sixth of Bomans and see. Can he indulge in that 
which crucified his Saviour ) Since Christ died unto 
isin^ can we any longer live in^in.) I trow not. In 
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the death of Chiist he learns to die to sin, and to 
mortify his members which are upon the earth; and 
as Chiist has risen, he learns to despise the things of 
earthy to have his conversation in heaven, and to set 
lus afiection on heaven and heavenly things (CoL iii. 
1 — 5). Although he knows that no good works 
irhich he can praform can render him one whit more 
tighteons in the sight of God than he is already, 
seeing he w compleie in Christ (CoL ii. 10), still that 
new and regenerate nature which God hath given him, 
ao aspireB after holiness, that if you quenched heaven 
and burnt hell, it would still lead its possessor to love 
and serve God. But to return. 

Ever remember, dear Mends, that it is the testimony 
o£ Scripture, first, that Jesus Christ raised himself from 
the d^id (John u. 19; John x. 17); and, secondly, 
that God the Father raised Christ (Acts ii. 32 ; Eph. 
]. 18; GaL i. 1). Now each of these declarations is 
&I1 of comfort to the believer. From the former he 
learns the greatness of that Saviour who has under- 
taken his cause, that he is no mere angel or archangel, 
but the divine Son himself. ''It was not possible,'^ 
says St. Peter, '' that Christ should be held a prisoner 
by the grave" (Acts iL 24). From the latter he 
obtains ocular demonstration (I use these strong words 
deliberately, and for emphasis repeat them, — ocidar 
demonatrcUionJ that his sins are aU and for ever 
forgiven by God himself. In the resurrection and 
ascension of Christ, I say, he hears God proclaiming, 
''See, how satisfied I am; thy sins be forgiven thee." 
Christ is raised " for (/u/r justification " (Bom. iv. 25). 
Grod the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ gives to us 
a solid, living hope of his mercy by tTi«Ai "^et^ T«s«5Krs:sRr 
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tion (1 Pet. i. 3). Not a single debt of ours lemams 
unpaid, not a single sin of onrs remains tinatoned for, 
and therefore justice mtist release him; it cannot, no, 
it ca/rmotf scathe us. Therefore is it written that God 
is ^' &ithful cmd just to forgiye us our sins '* (1 John 
L 9). As, if Christ had not made ample satisfiiotioDy 
God would neither haye been fidthful nor just in f(»P- 
giving us; so now, since Christ has done all that he 
has, God would not be £uthfiil or just in withhoMing 
forgiveness. But he has no desire to withhold it^ 
otherwise he would neyer have proyided the ransom 
which he did. 

Are you still fearful, oh, ye of little &ithf Then 
come to Mount Olivet. Listen to the Saviour then^ 
addressing his disciples : '^ I go to prepare a place for 
you; .... where I am, there shall ye be also.** 
Now see he is lifting up his hands to bless them* 
Whilst in the act of blessing them, he is parted from 
them; as if to teach us what he is still doing, although 
the blue sky hides him from our eyes. His abode is 
changed, but not his heart. Then slowly he ascends; 
higher and higher does he soar; upward still he 
mounts; the angelic choir bursts out in triumphant 
strains: ''Lift up your heads, O ye gates; and beje 
lift up, ye everlasting doors; and the King of Gloij 
shall come in. Who is this King of Glory? The 
Lord strong and mighty, the Lord mighty in battle** 
(Psalm xxiv. 7, 8). He has overcome death, he has 
vanquished hell, he has spoiled principalitieB and 
powers (CoL ii. 15). Solemnly, majestically, the 
Conqueror enters heaven; he approaches the throne of 
his eternal Father; his brow is decked with many 
diadema (Eev. xix. 12) *, the Almighty prodaimsy 
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*'This is my beloved Son, in him I am well pleased;" 
and, as a token of his approbation, causes him to sit 
iown at his own right hand. But, you may ask, what 
axtreme comfort does this afford ns ? Christ truly is 
In heaven, but we are on earth. My brethren, if you 
RTould but remember that in all Christ's work God 
viewed us as united to him, as one with him, you 
RTonld discern the importance of the ascension of 
[yhrist to your comfort. He did not suffer and die 
for himself, but for us, his church, whom he had 
betrothed to him; he did not rise for himself, for as 
Sod he never died, but he rose for us, we rose in him. 
[ mean that we are to view ourselves as so intimately 
imited with Christ, that we are to look upon ourselves 
IS already risen, because he is risen. He is the Head, 
we are the members. What the Kepresentative does, 
dl whom he represents do in hvm. When Christ took 
XMsession of his seat at the right hand of God, ever 
remember, it was in our name. Hence, if you desire 
JO honour Christ, you are to regard yourself as if you 
were already in heaven, and that you must inevitably 
jet there, because your Covenant Head is there. 
When you behold him crowned, you are to regard 
rourself as already crowned. When you behold him 
eated at the right hand of God, you are to recognise 
low much more Christ has done for us, than merely 
©covered us from the fall of Adam. When you hear 
he eternal Father declaring his approbation, you are 
4> remember that that declaration respects not the 
5on of God only, but you. God does not say, " With 
Christ I am well pleased;" that were to assort a mere 
iruism, which cannot but be the case. 'But God says, 
'*In thee I am well pleased:" that \a, \ve icoi^^x^ \Xia 

o 
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church as " in " Christ, as one with Christ, and pro 
claims, "In Christ my Son I am weU pleased witi 
you my people." When, once more, you behold Christ 
upon the throne of God, you are not merely to say, 
" How glorious a/rt Thou ; " but also, " In Thee how 
glorious am /." In all, I repeat it, in Christ's death, 
in his resurrection, in his ascension, in his session at 
the throne of the Father, you are to view him as youi 
Brother, your Head, your Representative, your Hus* 
band. "Your life is hid," witnesses the apostle to the 
chi-istians of Colosso, "with Christ in God " (CoL iii 3). 
And in the second chapter of the same epistle, the 
apostle says, "You being dead in your sins . . . 
hath he quickened togetlier with him" (Col. ii 13). 
Still more emphatically does the same apostle testify 
in another place to the same glorious truth: "God, 
who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he 
loved us, even when we were dead in sins, hatt 
quickened us together with Christ (by grace ye an 
saved) ; and hath raised us up togetlier, and made m 
sit togetlier in heavenly places in Christ Jesus" (Eph 
ii. 4 — 6). Are these words true, my brethren % An 
they the very words of the living God ? And are w 
ourselves personally interested in them ? Then let u 
bid adieu to fear; at the sight of death let our hearts b 
calm; on the judgment-mom let us hold our heads ered 
and thereby glorify him who shall sit upon the grea 
white throne, — our Brother, our Husband, our Friem 
Brethren, I end with the apostle's words to Timothj 
in his second epistle, second chapter, and eighth vew 
— words which I pray may be indelibly engi-aved upo 
your hearts, — " Remember that Jesus Christ, of th 
aeed of David, waa raised &oxel iha dead." 



VIII. 

THE LOKD OF ALL. 

**He fnade him lard of his house, cmd ruler of aU 
Ha mbsianoe: to bind his princes cut his pleasv/re; and 
teath his semntors wisdom,^'' — ^FsaJin cv. 21, 22. 

My brethren, have you ever been in trouble ? And 
if BO, have you ever been delivered? Although, 
indeed, the trouble appeared grievous whilst it was 
bemg endured, yet was not the subsequent deliverance 
aU the sweeter in proportion as that trouble had been 
the severer? The joy consequent thereupon, you know, 
was much more intense than it would have been had 
your affliction been more trifling. Especially was that 
yyjf enhanced if the Lord himself was manifestly and 
evidently your deliverer. Your emotions then were 
almost overpowering. You could then look back into 
the trouble, and clearly see how the Lord was with 
you in it; you could then discern this and that proof 
of his presence which you &iled to realise so vividly 
before; you could mark the different steps in which 
jou had been led on; the Hand that had guided you 
was no longer unseen; you could observe that the 
prayer was dropped into your heart, and that you were 
enabled to wrestle more earnestly with the Lord as his 
time for appearing drew nigh; and hence you were 
ashamed^ you were confounded, at tlnQ im^\Aib\i<^^ ^sA 
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fretfulness which you had exhibited, and at the 
unbelief which yon had felt in your heart, and with 
tears, — ^grateful tears, — Gloving tears, — ^you locked up 
to your heavenly Father, and told him that yon won- 
dered at his taking such pains with so wayward 
perverse a child. Love him ! ah, you did think 
loved him then. Fervently did you implore that yoa 
might ever afterwards trust him, however mysterious 
his ways might appear to you. You saw, you felt, he 
was a dear, good God, and you were anxious that yon 
might never more doubt that goodness. How worthy 
he seemed of your entire confidence, of your ^mwave^ 
ing affection, of your intensest love ! 

Such, also, were probably the emotions which JosejA 
experienced as he listened to the authoritative dedan- 
tions of the Egyptian monarch. How he must have 
been startled when Pharaoh took him at his word, and 
turning to the attendant courtiers enquired, '* Can we 
find such an one as this is, a man in whom the Spirit 
of God is?" Perhaps he had imagined that he was 
building the fortunes of Potiphar, who would in 
recompense restore him to his stewardship : but to be 
so unexpectedly elevated to be the supreme lord of 
Egypt; to be taken by the hand by the king himself 
and by him to be lifted above all the throng of nobles, 
and invested with far more irresponsible and perpetual 
power than prime minister ever enjoyed : all this was 
as sudden and unlooked for as it was an entire fulfil- 
ment of the promises divinely made to him in his 
prophetic dreams. Oh, surely, as the Spirit of God 
dwelt in him, and as he now evidently perceived that 
God was and all along had been with him, that all 
things had been woYkin^ \,o^<&V\i<5j\ fe\ \ik ^ood, that 
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€TeB his previous disgrace was the necessary step to 
liis present adyancement, — aU this must have melted 
Ids heart with gratitude, and prostrated his soul with 
silent adoration towards his untiring and beneficent 
Bene&ctor. That God who had dealt so graciously 
with him^ my brethren, had in Joseph the same 
naturally rebellious, and wayward, and unbelieving 
child, as he has now in each of us j for we are all alike 
by nature, none better than another (Eph. ii 1 — 3; 
1 Cor. iy, 7). God Wed Joseph; that was the secret 
spring and cause of all his gentleness and goodness 
towards him. 

To the proposition of Hiaraoh none of his attendants 
objects. Those sagacious men behold too clearly their 
master's will expressed in his determined countenance, 
to oppose him if they had had the desire. But 
eyen this they have not. Tbey feel that the things 
which Joseph has predicted will inevitably come to 
pass; each in his heart acknowledges his own unfit- 
ness to assume the reins of government, in prospect of 
the remarkable and difficult times which are im- 
pending; each perceives the absolute necessity of a 
truly wise, and prudent, and holy man beiag at the 
helm^ if ever the kingdom is to be conducted safely 
through the approaching crisis; each heart accords the 
post of honour to Joseph. The king, who had been 
previously alarmed at the events portended by his 
dreams, now is overjoyed as the able counsel of the 
interpreter strikes upon his ear, and as the thought 
occurs to his mind that that coimsellor is the very 
man to whom to entrust the care of his kingdom. He 
appears to labour to express the complacency and 
approbation with which he regards Yam, ^bxA \%nSs5w^ 
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upoD him the highest honours of the realm wi 
unsparing and princely hand. At the moi 
bidding, the second chariot of I^ypt is brought 
Then Joseph, habited in fine linen, with a gold 
about his neck, and with Pharaoh's ring, signific 
delegated sovereignty, upon his hand, is conduci 
troops of obsequious nobles to the precincts < 
palace. How attentive and respectful they all 
him. They know that if they are to enjoy th< 
fiivour, they must ingratiate themselves with 
Potiphar, — the lordly Potiphar, — seems esp 
anxious to do him homage. He assists him to 
the car, and with his officers he undertakes its m 
ment. Crowds of courtiers throng around hii 
soon, under the direction of the captain of the 
and before the eyes of the delighted Pharaoh, 
tering procession is formed. Then to the sound 
trumpet it sets forward, preceded by a heral 
claiming " Abrech, Abrech,"* whose cry is ev 
anon echoed back by all the train. On and 
slowly moves through the crowded streets, the 
tudes on all sides promptly doing reverence, j 
time it passes by the slave-market, where tl 
years before the now honoured one had been e 
a slave for sale. Oh, what mingled and stran^ 
tions does not the sight of this place excite 
breast ! How he recalls to mind the bitt< 
agonizing thoughts that then wrung his soul 
recognises the spot to which he was chaine 
mentally he exclaims: "O my Grod, I have 1 
friend 6t^ Thee, but what a friend hast Thou 1 
me ! Thou hast taken care of me; Thou has 
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oe; Thou hast hitherto fulfilled thy gracious 
es; it 18 Thou that hast made the king's heart 
Hiiably disposed towards me. Thou wilt go on, 

God; Thou wilt bring my fether, Thou wilt 
my brethren, to behold my glory. Thou wilt 
thou hast said." At length he arrives within 
»f the prison where for three long years he had 
d so much. That happy man there is his friend 
oler who is watching for him; their eyes meet; 
of joy comes to the relief of each. Yonder are 
mestics of Potiphar anxious to feast their eyes 
the sight of Joseph's triimiph; whose eager 

is directed in search of that woman who had 
him so much misery, in order that, by a 
OS look, he may assure her of his forgiveness. 
le is not there. She, indeed, beholds him from 
low, but imseen by him. Profound is her vexa- 
s she marks her servants vieing with each other 
ball obtain a smile from him. As for Joseph, 
art is full. Thoughts of home, — solicitude for 
bher and his brethren, — reminiscences of bye- 
'ears of sorrow, — of the many familiar and kind 
18 is encountering, — ^the suddenness of his de> 
ice and elevation, — ^the clear perception of the 
rence of aU the previous circumstances of his 
ch. and all tending towards his present advance- 
— the raising Ebenezers of gratitude and praise 

God, — all these occupy his mind as the chariot 
ds on its course. At last the procession returns 

palace. Again Joseph stands before Pharaoh, 
to inspire him with perfect confidence, thus 
dy swears: "I am Pharaoh, and without thee 
Lo man lift up his hand or foot ia ail thi^ \a.\2Ld o^i 
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Egypt." That is to say, '< As sure as I am Pharaoh, 
king of Egypt, so sure shall aU opposition MH before 
thee, so sure shall all Egypt own thy swayT The 
nobles hear and learn their duty. They understand 
that in paying homage to Joseph they are yielding 
fealty to their king; that contempt of the &youiite 
will be rebellion against their sovereign. To crown 
all, the grateful monarch confers upon him a new 
name^ which in Coptic indeed, signifies " Revealer of 
secrets," but in Egyptian, Jerome* himself being 
witness, means "Scwiowr of the loorld/^ and gives him 
the hand of Asenath, the daughter of Potipherabi 
priestt of On, in marriage. 

Behold, then, my brethren, Joseph now lord of all 
Egypt. Hark to the soimd of his chariot, as it rolls 
throughout the length and breadth of the land. 
Witness the vast changes, the immense designs, he is 
effecting. See the many officials of high rank super- 
intending the execution of his orders. See the gaping 
crowds staring at the innumerable granaries springing 
up in every direction. All is bustle^ all is activity. 
Joseph appears to have put new life into the whole 
nation. At length the Nile begins to rise,} the 

* Jerome says this name signified in Egyptian Salvator mundt\ the Savtour 
of the world ; and Psot-em-phaneh, in Ck>ptic, is certainly ** salvation of the 
world," from ^HT, for cru/rnpiecy salvation, em the sign of the genitive GaM> 
and <1>£N£H, vtorld,"—Sag8ter'8 note in loc. 

t The word t^S here translated "priest*' means also "prince,** ai U 
proved by comparing 2 Sam. viii. 18, wliere the sons of David are said tobs 
DOnSy with 1 Chron. xviii. 17, where the former passage is interpreted, lod 
DOVJnn •* the chief*' is substituted for D^iJia* But, however, if Potipherah 
was "priest'* of On, yet we know that in Egypt the priestly caste ranked 
next to the royal fieunily. 

X The ordinary height of the inundations of the Nile is sixteen eaUti. 
When the waters are lower than this standard, they do not overflow the ground; 
when above this standard, they air« Vx> \on% iu tuxvnlae off. In the first cu». 
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people, as usual, are anxious; the nobles^ who are aware 
of his prediotionsy are curious. It overflows; the 
£ood increases. The nation is elated; all envy is 
hushed; the kdng^s opinion of his minister is confirmed. 
The haryest that year is magnificent, exceeding in 
abundance the expectations of the most sanguine. 
Tet none is wasted. With ample resources at his 
command, the spare grain is everywhere so eagerly 
purchased by the minister and his prefects, that some 
improvident souls are heard to complain of scarcity, 
and to murmur against him who is the cause of it. 
Soon the granaries are filled, and the number of sacks 
of com is immensa Again the sound of the hammer 
is heard throughout all the cities of Egypt, and store- 
houses on a much larger scale than the others are built. 
The second year is witness of equal profusion with the 
first. Joseph exhibits the same zeal in buying up the 
com as he did the previous year, and multitudes are 
on all sides wondering at his extreme care. The 
preceding year they had imagined that he was afraid 
of a slender harvest this; but now that he has already 
accumulated so much grain, wherefore does he continue 
his diligence ? In the palace, however, and by all the 
courtiers, he is regarded with veneration ; his word is 
law. In the next year he is equally diligent, and the 
next. The people begin to imagine that they shall 
always enjoy the like abundance; and were it not for 
the industry of the great com gatherer, the waste 

the ground is not saturated ; by the second, the waters are detained so long 
on the ground that seed time is lost. If the river only rise twelve cubits, a 
famkne is the consequence; at thirteen, Atm^er prevails ; fourteen produces 
general reioieing; fifteen, perfect seeurtit/i and sixteen, all the luxuries of 
life. So entirely does the fertility of Egypt depend upon the inundations of 
itt great river — Plinif*s Hist. Nat., Ub. 5, c. 9. 
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would be prodigious. Meanwhile the number of sacks 
has so vastly increased as ultimately to defy all 
calculation. For a long time the unwearied Joseph 
had continued to reckon; but now, through sheer 
excess, he is compelled to desist. In the emphatic 
language of scripture, '^ Joseph gathered com as the 
sand of the sea, very much, until he left numherinj^ 
for it was without number." Thus the time vXItt 
swiftly on, unnoticed by the people, who now regaid 
the plenty as a matter of course, and by Joseph, whose 
one object almost wholly absorbs him. By many he 
would have been regarded ere this as a mere enthusiast, 
did they not behold the prompt and implicit submis- 
sion with which haughty court officials act out his 
very mandate. 

But now the seventh year has passed, and the 
minister's chariot is not beheld so frequently. All 
had become so habituated to his diligence, that now 
wonder is again beheld in every coimtenance. This 
is, however, soon exchanged for consternation, when 
the time of the river's sweU goes bye without the usnal 
inundation. Their terror is no little increased by the 
reports which the merchants' caravans are constantly 
bringing of severe &niine threatening each of their 
respective countries. Soon, however, the remembrance 
of Joseph's hoarded granaries sends a thrill of joy 
into every bosom. In the palace, the latest news firom 
the Nile had been anxiously received. Then the 
curiosity was intense as to whether the second part 
also of Joseph's declarations would be punctually 
fulfilled. Perhaps some of the courtiers, jealous of 
the favourite's greatness, had sought to instil into the 
monarch's ears the possibility oi thd river continuing to 
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swell thus for many more years; or, at all events, bad 
secretly harboured the thought and wish. But when 
the eighth year had arriyed^ and it had become evident 
that a &mine was indeed impending, surely, even in 
their breasts, jealousy would give place to gratitude. 

It is not long ere the last remains of the preceding 
yearns supplies have diminished, and want brings the 
people to the throne of Pharaoh. His reply is brief 
and emphatio: ^Go unto Joseph; what he saith to 
yoo, do." Ab much as to say, ^'I have appointed a 
mediator between myself and you, and it is wilful 
disobedience to me, and the greatest dishonour of him, 
passing by him to rush immediately into my presence. 
Seek Joseph; attend to what he says; by so doing you 
will preserve your lives." Now Joseph opens all his 
storehouses; the Egyptians gather round him, and 
behold the immense abundance which he has accumu- 
lated for their support. All fear of starvation is now 
utterly dispelled, and they begin to regard Joseph as 
the saviour of themselves and of their families. But 
not Egypt merely is benefited by its lord's wisdom. 
The fiunine is in all lands, and the eyes of all nations 
are upon Joseph. All are entirely dependant on the 
mercy of one man. Oh, it must have been a touching 
sight to have witnessed the thousands of natives, and 
the tens of thousands of foreigners, daily surrounding 
the car of Egypt's potent minister, each in his own 
tongue humbly supplicating him for food; and then to 
have marked their varied emotions at the liberal dis- 
tribution made to each of them ! Do any of them, in 
their way home, meet any half-starved souls ? Go to 
Joseph, Go to Joseph, lord of Egypt ! will be their 
constant advice. How, when they retvscctL t^ ^\iR?a 
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prime minister? Then will he seek not 1 
honour, but the honour of his king. He 
treasury, he stocks his pastures; afterwards 
chases, in his master's name, the whole land of 
except that which belonged to the priests ; ar 
establishes the equitable law, that the fifth pai 
proceeds shall ever after be considered as due 
The king had spared no pains to magnify 
fevourite; and now, therefore, his utmost ai 
honour and exalt the king. Yet in these arrau] 
the nation's weal is not neglected. The king's 
and the people's prosperity are linked indi 
together. Their cattle, after being supporte( 
royal expense, are doubtless restored to thei 
end of the famine, otherwise they had been u 
cultivate their ground or transport their mere 
Joseph's prudence and humanity are also em 
his removing the inhabitants of the remote 
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one year, how many would probably expect that the 
next yearns plenty would be all the greater. But 
when the second year came, and the &inine was still 
as'serere as in the preceding one, the thought of the 
minister's profound wisdom and provident care would 
surely almost engross their minds. And, notwith- 
standing the silence of the sacred story, we may well 
imagine that Joseph, who feared God and was his 
child, would ofttimes tell the grateful multitudes of 
that One unseen eternal Being, who in love to them 
had unfolded to him the coming &niine. How fre- 
quently, too, would he himself adore that gracious 
Qod of his, who had made him so completely forget all 
his previous afiOiiction, and had exalted him so highly 
in the eyes of all the world ! Would he not often 
think within Imnself, " Qod has more than kept his 
word ! He did, indeed, lead me to expect that he 
would make me great, but who could have surmised 
that he would make me to be as a father unto Pharaoh, 
the joy of his nation, the preserver of the world ! 
And then, too, to think that all my enemies' designs, 
and all my bitter troubles, have been rendered subser- 
vient to this my present glory ! My brethren's hatred, 
and Potiphar's injustice, have each materially assisted 
in placing me on the vice-regal throne of Egypt ! " Oh, 
yes, it is impossible but that the remarkable manner 
of God's fulfilment of his word must have often called 
forth his enthusiastic admiration as well as his mute 
and rapturous praise. But yet aU these strange events 
in the life of Jacob's beloved son were but a rehearsal 
and panoramic representation before the eyes of the 
Old Testament church of those still stranger and 
grander circumstances in the life ot* tlift CVim\> <;ii <o.<5k^ 
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as they appear to the delighted eyes of us upon whom 
the ends of the world are come. 

Yes, brethren, it may well ravish our hearts to 
behold the wondrous glory of our Elder Brother and 
Covenant Head, our own Lord Jesus. Many are his 
enemies, many, very many, have been the designs 
which have been plotted against him, yet not one has 
ever succeeded, nor ever shall succeed. Hk en^nies 
succeed ! Quite the reverse. Mark me. Holy Scrip- 
ture teaches us that each and every device imagined, 
and every endeavour made, against the glory of the 
Lord Jesus, shall not only utterly fidl^ but shall itself 
be the platform for the greater display of that glory, 
and for the more complete confusion of his adversaries. 
So, too, we find that when Satan or any one would 
attempt anything against Jesus Christ, he is not im- 
mediately hindered &om proceeding, but ofttimes is 
allowed to try his utmost; the thing progresses; it 
nears completion, when, lo, just as we might expect to 
hear the triumphant shout of the enemy, it is dis- 
covered that that very identiced design, yea, and its 
execution too, were only the means of advancing the 
purposes and glory of the Lord himsel£ Thus in the 
garden of Eden, the arch-enemy of mankind accom- 
plished his utmost wishes. Adam was seduced from 
his allegiance to his Creator; and then began the 
development of that covenant of grace which was in 
the eternal Mind before the world began (2 Tim. L 9; 
Bev. xiii. 8). As long as Adam was innocent, that 
covenant could not take effect, — God's attribute of 
mercy was almost unknown; but Satan, by successfolly 
tempting our forefather, himself afforded the occasion 
of the sublime scheme of redem^^ion being manifested 
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Thus was the wrath, not of man, but of the devil him- 
self made to praise €rod (Psalm Ixxvi. 10). Had 
access to Eden been denied to the tempter, the power 
of €U>d would indeed have been beheld ; but when en- 
trance to it and success in it were permitted to him, 
and then that very success made not only to truckle 
to the Lord's plan, but remarkably to dovetail in it, 
then might that cry well have been raised by an adoring 
universe, '^O the depth of the riches both of the 
wisdom and knowledge of €rod ! how unsearchable are 
his judgments, and his ways past finding out " (Eom. 
xL 33). So, again, at the crucifixion of the Eedeemer, 
Safcan was allowed to triimiph to his heart's desire; 
and now we find that by that very Cross his kingdom 
has been for ever destroyed, and the glory of the 
Crucified exhibited in such a manner as that all 
creation may thence for ever learn more, and more, 
and more, of the character of its Creator than in all 
eke besides. Surely, surely, with all his cunning, Satan 
never did a more foolish thing, — a thing more injurious 
to his own interests, than when he instigated the Jews 
to slay the Son of God. And, once more, observe how 
the roaring lion is allowed to harass Christ's poor 
helpless sheep. He disturbs none else. All others he 
has secure, but on these he expends all his cunning. 
For one he has one temptation, for another another. 
Into one breast he is allowed to inject this fear, and into 
another that doubt. And this war&xe he persists in 
with every christian soul right unto the gates of heaven. 
And yet, notwithstanding all this, he has never been 
able to ruin a single christian souL Kever! And 
bear in mind how weak these souls are, how prone by 
nature to eviL Here, on the one hand, ia a isii^t^ 
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and cunning archangel^ with the experience of six 
thousand years to assist him; and on the other hand, 
there is such a soul as the Scriptures graphically 
describe under the figure of a bruised reed, and of 
smoking flax. How easy, one would think, it would 
be to break a reed already bruised, to quench flax 
merely smoking. And yet in no case has Satan ever 
succeeded ! He may, and does, invariably exerfe all 
his power to break that bruised reed, and still it is 
unbroken; he may send floods of temptation to quench 
that smoking flax, and still it is unquenched. How 
is this to be accounted £>r 9 Because^ like as in the 
bush, burning with fire yet not consumed, which Moses 
saw, Jehovah Shammah — ^The Lord is there. This is 
the single reason of this phenomenon. It would not 
be so magnificent a spectacle to behold Christ himself 
conquering Satan, because it is but likely that the 
stronger shall overcome the weaker, nor would such a 
victory entail such thorough disgrace upon Satan; but 
that he, an archangel, shall in every instance be OYe^ 
come by a puny, sinful worm of the dust, this, indeed, 
may well shame him. And that Christ, with such 
poor instruments as we are, can achieve such extreme 
triumphs as he constantly does; oh, indeed, this does 
exhibit the glory of the Saviour ! Thus it is "we are 
more than conquerors through him that loved us" 
(Rom. viii 37). Yea, more, when Satan tempts a poor 
soul that belongs to Christ, as Peter, and when he 
prevails, you might think then a little honour was due 
to Satan. But not so. For notice the eflect. Before 
Peter fell, he was ignorant of himself and so proud, 
that he boasted before the Saviour of how much he 
was prepared to undergo in hia behalf (Luke xxiL 33). 
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But when Peter had &llen, and had been restored by 
the loving look of his gracious Lord, he would learn 
hy experience to walk more humbly, to distrust him- 
self more entirely, and to rest more simply on the 
Saviour. So that here was the devil, the master of 
prid^ made to teach Peter a lesson of humility.^ 

Thus, then, in every case have all the devices of 
Satan, and all the opposition of the world against 
Christy miserably fsdled, whether directed against him 
personally, or more insidiously, through his beloved 
people; and not only so, but each and all have greatly 
contributed to the further manifestation of his unutter- 
able glory. Look at that Divine Eadeemer sitting 
down upon his Father's throne; hear the exulting 
Peter declaring to Cornelius the joyful news concern- 
ing his risen and ascended Master, that ** He is Lord 
of all;" mark how he continues his message to that 
first Gentile convert: ^'€U>d annointed Jesus of 
Nazareth; . . . God was with him; . . . Him 
they slew and hanged on a tree: Him God raised 
up the third day, and shewed him openly" (Acts x. 
36 — 40); listen also to another apostle as he declares 
that Christ became "obedient unto death, even the 
death- of the Cross, wherefore Grod hath highly exalted 
him" (PhiL ii 9); and then you will be constrained to 
acknowledge that even Satan himself has been the 

* I would wish to guard all christians against the use of the term, ** final 
penererance/' as applied to the eternal aafety of the children of God. For 
it implief that that safety is due, at least to some extent, to some effort of 
theirs, which they well know is unscriptural. Their prayer is, ** Hold Thou 
me up, and I shall be safe " (Psalm cxix. 1 17). The^ language is, 

" If but a momntt thoa withdraw; 

That moment sees me break thy law/' 
They know that they shall attain heaven merely on account of the covenant, 
ordered in^ things and sure, the blood of the Cross, and the arm of their 
6ed. 1 would, therefore, prefer the term, *' AnaX pie««x^«!d!cni«^^ 

P 
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unwilling instrument of furthenng the gloiy of the 
Mediator Jesus to the utmost of his power. 

But I want you to contemplate this glory of Jesus 
yet more closely. There is a glory which, as ^God 
over all,'' he had with the Father ^^ before the wgM 
was" (Bom. ix. 5; John xyiL S). Now just glanoe 
for a moment at this. Here was a Personage so illus- 
trious, so divinely great, that the apostle asserts thsfc 
his susception of the human nature and of the 
mediatorial office, was an example of profound 
humility (PhiL ii 5 — 11). Now no creature^ not 
even the highest archangel of heaven, could possibb^ 
have manifested humility in this way. For between 
the Creator and the creature, even the most exalted 
one, there must ever remain an infinite distance. But 
the Mediator was to be exalted &r above all princi- 
palities and powers. Where, then, had been the un- 
paralleled condescension, had any mere creature con- 
sented to take the office in the prospect of sash a 
radiant throne as he would afterwards have to ascend) 
The nobleman who should become a slave, knowing 
that in consequence he should be made a king, would 
not surely afford any pattern of condescension. He 
must be a king already, incapable of obtaining anj 
accession to his greatness, ere his entering on the state 
of slavery could furnish a pattern of humility. And, 
in like manner, none but a Divine Being, incapable of 
exaltation, can justly be said to have given a model of 
condescension in becoming our Mediator. Who, then, 
was this illustrious Personage, in whom it was con- 
descension to assume an office which was to lead to a 
majesty without parallel amongst the dignities of 
ei^eation ? Yea, foriher, ^\vo \a ^XiSa "Eews^!^ that can 
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bear the weight of such transcendent greatness; on 
whom rest the pillars of the universe ; who is able to 
act as the vicegerent of the Lord God Almighty! 
Who can wield power so imimense, who has wisdom 
equal to such an office, save the only begotten Son, 
who is of the same nature as his Father 9 For now, 
secondly, my brethren, look at his glory which is his 
as Mediator. Only in the throne is €rod greater than 
Jesus (Gen. zlL 40; John xiv. 28). The supreme 
Sovereignty of creation is del^ated unto him (1 Cor. 
zv. 27). God having raised up Christ from the dead, 
hath seated him at "his own right hand in the heavenly 
places^ &r above all principality, and power, and might, 
and dominion, and every name" (how the apostle 
labours to express Christ's greatness) "that is named, 
not only in this world, but also in that which is to 
come, and hath put all things xmder his feet" (Eph. i 
20 — 22). Behold, my brethren, how gloriously, how 
Hke a Conqueror, Jesus ascends to his Father's throne. 
Having been made a little lower than the angels for 
the suffering of death, he is now crowned with glory 
and honour (Heb. ii 9). See how he has "spoiled," 
or "stripped" of their usurped dominion, the princi- 
palities and powers of hell, which had all opposed him. 
He has rescued his church, which Satan appeared to 
hold in such secure bondage. Death need no longer 
terrify those that trust in him. The grave is now 
perfumed with the body of Jesus, which has lain 
there ; the Saviour has made it to his own the gate of 
Paradise. Behold how triimiphantly he moimts on 
high, leading captivity captive, dragging Satan and 
his legions as conquered foes at his chariot wheels. 
All creation beholds, admires, adoreia (^^ \i. \^. 
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^Lift up your heads, O ye gates, and be ye lift np, 70 
everlasting doors, and the king of glory shall come in." 
Hymn his praises, all ye choirs of angels, for lie is 
worthy! Behold the Father's Well-beloved; know ye 
that your existence and your happiness depend entirely 
on him ! All power is given nnto him in heaven and 
in earth ! "Worship him, all ye gods" (Psl xcviL 7). 
Worship him, all ye flaming chembim and seraphim; 
and as for you, ye prostrate foes, who cannot yield a 
voluntary submission, know ye must yield an extorted 
one (Ps. Ixvi 3). Now, O Satan, that Jesus is exdted, 
and has sat down at the right hand of Qod, dare 70a 
still accuse ? Ah, you turn pale; you are speechkBB! 
Tou know full well that the blood of Jesus Christ 
cleanseth us from all sin. 

Oh, brethren, it is indeed delightful to remembff 
that it is a Man, bone of our bone, and flesh of our 
flesh, our Brother and our Head, that has sat down on 
the throne of God. The man Christ Jesus sustaiss 
creation: were it not for him, all things would in- 
stantly drop into their pristine nothingness (CoL L 17). 
The sceptre of the universe is in perforated hands. 
The "angels, authorities, and powers" of heav^ do 
indeed gladly recognise and unreservedly acknowledge 
him as their Lord and King (1 Peter iii. 2). They, if 
they have the inclination, have not the ability to sus- 
tain and govern the world, and to protect and save 
the church of God. Most heartily, therefore, and 
unanimously, are those cares resigned to him. The 
government rests upon his shoulder; and he is adequate 
to it, for his name is Wonderful, Counsellor, the Mighty 
God, the Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peao^ 
(ladmh ix. 6). He need not, he does not, lay up in 
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sioie for all the countless millions that depend on him : 
oh, no, all fdlness dwells in him. He has no granaries, 
no resources, on which to Ml back; he needs nona 
Christ is all, and in alL Infinite riches dwell in Christ 
himsel£ Have his gifts to any of us been already 
innumerable f His open hand is still as fiill; his 
liberal heart is still as willing. Yea, you glorify him 
more, the more you receive from him. If you ask for 
httl^ you imply either that he is poor or that he is 
niggardly. How con he be poor, who in an instant 
could create a thousand times as many worlds as 
throng the sky 9 How can he be niggardly, when he 
has given himself for us to God an offering and a 
sweet-smelling sacrifice? Jesus is exalted on purpose 
to give freely the most costly blessings (Psalm Ixviii. 
18;* Acts iii 26, and v. 31). His direction is, "Open 
thy mouth wide, and I will fill it " (Psalm Ixxxi. 10). 
When, for instance, one unused to pray has lisped his 
dfiGBre to him, and he has granted it, he meant thereby 
to encourage him to ask for more and greater blessings. 
Tou know how a raw and unskilfrd practitioner is 
cheered on in his work. His master looks at his per- 
formance, appears not to notice its defects, and says, 
**That'8 right; well done; you will soon improve," and 
so on* Thus does Jesus ofibtimes behave to those that 
know not his rich love. They cry unto the Lord in 
their trouble, and he delivers them out of their distress. 
He gives them a slight taste of his goodness, in order 
to increase their appetite. Much sin was mixed with 

* In this passage (Psalm Ixviii. 18), Christ is said to have ** received gifts 
for men.** In the apostle's quotation of these words we find a remarkable 
alteration. He says, Christ " gave gifts unto men:*' as if to teach us that 
Christ is the channel, giving all that he receives. He presents to our view 
CbriaC, with oae hand ivceiving, with Che other dVita\\M:dSi%^fl^tU. 
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their prayer, yet Jesus listened to it in order that they 
might be emboldened to seek for richer mercies still. 
Yea, whatever care we have, he bids us roU it npon 
him. Whatever want we feel, he would have us 
breathe it in his ear. When he calls himself the God 
"I AM" (Exodus iii 14; John viiL 8), he do« 
thereby present to us a blank cheque, and bids us fill 
it up to any amount we please. Are we hungry) 
"I am," says he, "the bread of life" (John vL 48). 
Are we anxious ? "I am," says he, " Gk>d Almighty" 
(Gren. xvii. 1). Are we fearful 9 His language is, ^^ It is 
I, be not a&aid " (John vL 20). Do any of you mourn 
and say, "Alas, I am a sinner"? His chemngi^ 
is, " I am thy salvation " (Psalm xxxv. 3). And Has 
salvation, the most precious of all his gifbs, is what he 
takes greatest delight in bestowing. Oh, to think 
that not one poor sirmer ever i/rvly ashed for pairdfin 
cmd tvas refused! Reftise! that be fer from him. 
How can he ? His whole heart and soul goes with 
this gift. Unlike Joseph, he does not sell his &voui8; 
invariably he gives them. His terms are, "Without 
money and without price ! " But this unbounded 
liberality of Jesus it will be my pleasing duty to 
point out to you more fully upon another occasion; 
suffice it now to say, that the fulness of Jesus should 
lead us to bid adieu to care. Nor is he kind to his 
saints alone: "The Lord," witnesses the Psalmist, **the 
Lord is good to all : and his tender mercies are over 
all his works. The eyes of all wait upon thee, 
Lord, and thou givest them their meat in due season. 
Thou openest thine hand, and satisfiest the desire of 
every living thing" (Psalm cxlv. 9, 15, 16). Oh, 
wbai a Jesus is lie I He \& kmd to iLl^ to his church 
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and to the world, for his church's sake (2 Cor. iv. 15). 
Every hmnan soul is benefited by his love to the 
church. His veriest foes live^ entirely upon his bounty. 
The Laplander, the New Zealander, the Chinaman, 
the Englishinan, all partake largely of his goodness. 
Tet ever remember that what Jesus has to bestow are 
not pv^rdkoaed blessings; they are "gifts." Jesus did 
not purchase a/Mfthmg^ no, not heaven* itself; he pur- 
chased his church, and his church alone (Eph v. 25). 
But these ''gifts" he bestows liberally, and to all men 
(James L 5). What a good Lord he is 1 Strange that 
any should turn away from One so truly, so pre- 
eminently good, and seek to obtain access to the Father 
without the intervention of Christ. Alas, for the 
wickedness of man's heart ! Alas, for the natural an- 
tipathy to the Son of God ! How can such succeed, 
when the Father has expressly said, "This is my 
beloved Son; • . . hear him"? And Christ has 
emphatically warned us, that no man cometh to the 
Father but by him. Seek you then, my brethren, any 
&vour % Desire you any mercy ? Qto unto our Joseph, 
— go unto Jesus, and you will be astonished at the 
gracious treatment you will receive. Jesus is on his 
Father's throne, diffiising &r and wide his mercies 
unto man. ' 

But not even yet do we see all things put under 
him (Heb. xx. 8). Despite his extreme goodness he 
has many foes. He is st^ill the despised and rejected 
of men. But "he must reign till he hath put all 
enemies under his feet " (1 Cor. xv. 26), Still he sits 

* Calvin saw this when he thus commented on the word Tti^moiricng in 
Eph. i. 14. " Aoquisita hoereditas, non est regnum coelorum, aut beata 
Immortatitas, led ipul ecdenia.'* / 
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upon hiB Father's throne, continually directing the 
arrows of his word into the hearts of his unconverted, 
estranged brethren (Psahn xlv. 5, with Heb. iv. 12)* 
Now one stout-hearted sinn^ and now another is 
brought to the acknowledgment of the truth; and 
oftentimes, too, like Saul of old, to preach that £uth 
which once he destroyed How many rebellious sin* 
ners has not his grace subdued and led to sue for 
mercy, yea, evea of those who seemed the most nn- 
Hkely for grace itself ever to reach ? Not one of yoU 
ungodly sinners can certainly say, '^ Grace shall nev&t 
take hold of me." Zaccheus, whose heart seemed 
impre&piable, being; enshrined in the love of sold, and 
Jo, Z>Z b/mere curiosity, sought to Tj.^ 
yet when he heard the Almighty^s word, '^ To-day I 
rrmst abide at thy house," received Christ joyfully, 
and gave half of his goods to the poor. What if 
grace should grasp you/ What a monument of mercy 
you would be ! What a wonder to yourself and every 
one around you ! But if it should not, still remem- 
ber that Jesus is your Lord. You cannot proceed 
one step Airther in hatred and opposition to him thai^ 
he allows you. You are, however unconsciously to 
yourself under bit and bridle. And do not imagine^ 
because Chris* has myriads of enemies besides yon, 
that therefore your cause is somewhat more hopefiiL 
No such thing. ''The wicked shall be turned into 
hell, and all the nations that forget €rod " (Psalm iz. 
17). Though there be whole nations of than, yet 
shall Christ take them in hand quite as easily as if they 
were but a few individuals. Easy ! Nothing is easy 
to Christ, for nothing is difficult. All is alike to him, 
whether it be to create one ^aixid ot ^ thousand worlds 
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•^-4o frustrate the devices of one man or of a thousand 
archangels, if idey attempted any. However, the 
second Fsalm is yet prophecy. His enemies are still 
busy. All seem buckling on their armour for some 
terrible combat. Popery, in every clime and place, is 
beheld rearing its horrid head, and again struggling 
for the mastery. Grim infidelity is stalking with 
monstrous strides throughout every land, taking posses^ 
sion of India, as well as of France and England. 
Every successive year witnesses some newly-hatched 
heresies. Petty distinctions between them quickly 
disappear, — ^they soon are submerged and lost in the 
greater and more popular delusions. The Puseyite, it 
is aa hktorical feet, is looking with fiiendly eye upon 
the Infidel, and the Infidel is beginning to understand 
the Puseyite and Eoman Catholic; for one is their 
master, even Satan, and all they, they soon discover, 
are brethren. In one thing they perfectly agree — ^in 
determined hostility to Christ and real vital religion. 
All are trying to govern and mend the world in their 
own way. The idea of the Sacred Scriptures, that is^ 
of the word of Christ, having any voice in this matter, 
is ridiculed as absurd. Senate-houses are considered 
the most unsuitable places in which to quote the word 
of the Lord. Ah ! the world's wise ones wotdd fein 
wrest the sceptre fix)m Christ's hands. But the Cru- 
cified must reign; and all things portend that the 
glorious time of his coming is drawing near: even 
now the sound of his chariot wheels can be distinctly 
heard by the ear of fisdth. The signs of the very last 
days, as they are depictured in the word of God, are 
fulfilling before our eyes. The battle of Armageddon 
is plainly approaching (Rev. xvi 13 — l^Y ^^^ ^i^^ 
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of Popery are numbered. The cry of the Moslem 
waxes fidnter and Winter. Turkey is dying for want 
of Turks. China, with its teeming millions, it is now 
plain, has heard much more of the everlasting gospel 
than the most sanguine missionary had previously 
anticipated. Jerusalem, that deserted city, — the Jews, 
that scattered nation, that nation without a king^ now 
occupy the attention of statesmen. Many, very many; 
are running to and fro. Distance is almost annihilated. 
Hurry is the order of the day. Inventions are no 
longer profitable: what was new yesterday is super- 
seded to-day. Institutions that seemed destined to 
last for ages are crumbling to pieces or giving place to 
others. The whole world is, as it were, in a highly 
electric state. As for thrones, they are like children's 
playthings; one moment they seem to stand firm, the 
next they rock, they fall. For "thus saith the Lord 
Crod, Bemove the diadem, and take off the crown; 
this shall not be the same; exalt him that is low, and 
abase him that is high. I wiU overturn, overturn, 
overturn it; and it shall be no more, until He come 
whose right it is; and I will give it Him" (EzeL xxi. 
26, 27). " He whose right it is ! " Who is He ? Jesus. 
Jesus must reign "from sea to sea, and from the river 
to the ends of the earth '* (Psalm IxxiL 8). God will 
glorify Jesus, for Jesus glorified him. All other 
kings are intent upon their own selfish interests and 
aggrandizement. Look at the eighty-second Psalm; 
mark there the Lord's expostulation with the ruleis 
of the earth for their ungodliness and wrong. Then in 
the seventh verse their doom is solemnly pronounced; 
and in the eighth verse He is invoked to come whofle 
right it is. "Arise, O Ood, yxd^^a the earth ; for Thou 
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shalt inherit all nations." JesuQ is the heir of all 
things (Fsalm iL 8; Kom. iv. 13; Heb. i. 2). And 
Jesus is coming soon ! Creation is groaning in bondage, 
waiting for the coming of her Lord.* From every 
spot on which a christian dwells the cry is incessantly 
ascending heaven, and entering into the ears of the 
Bedeemer, — the very cry which he himself taught 
them to utter, ^< Thy kingdom come." The Bible ends 
with gathering up in one short emphatic prayer — ^the 
intense and longing hope of all the militant church, 
" Lord Jesus, come quickly." The church above besiege 
his throne with their importunate cry, "How long, 
Lord," how long? (Eev. vL 10.) "And shall not 
God avenge his own elect, which cry day and night 
unto him, though he bear long with them? I tell 
you he will avenge them speedily. Nevertheless, when 
the Son of Man cometh shall he find faith on the 
earth)" Faith! oh, no. The enemies of the Lord will 
be imagining that they have at last obtained the 
upper hand. The saints of God, who had so tormented 
them by their testunony and their Uves, are now at 
last effectually put down. The three unclean spirits 
like frogs, which proceeded out of the mouth of the 
dragon, and out of the mouth of the beast, and out of 
the mouth of the &lse prophet (Rev. xvi. 13), — ^that 
is to say, Li£delity, and Popery, and Puseyiam, — ^have 
done their work skilfully, they have gathered the 
whole world together to the battle of the great day of 
God Almighty. Bible Christianity is almost unknown; 

* From Romans viii. 20—23, it appears that the creation itself is groaning 
and longing for the time of " the redemption of our body." But our bodies 
will be raised when Christ comes (1 Cor. xt. 53). Therefore the creation is 
longing for the time of Christ coming, at which time the curse shall be 
removed (verse 21). 
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the world has got too enlightened to bear it. Vital 
religion is indeed at a low ebb. Iniquity abounds. 
The love of many^ who once made a loud profession, 
has waxed cold. Scoffers are derisively asking, "Where 
is the promise of his coming, with which those pious 
hypocrites attempted to Mghten us?" "Whilst we 
live," continue they, "let us live; let us enjoy life 
whilst we have it: death is an eternal sleep." The 
whole world is immersed in carnal security and ease. 
It is ripe for destruction (Rev. xiv. 15). Now will 
Jesus appear. He will come as a thief in the night 
He will catch the world as in a trap.* It may be 
midnight, it may be midday; some are eating, others 
drinking; some are buying, others selling; some are 
planting, others building; some are marrying, othos 
are being given in marriage; when, lo, suddenly the 
heavens are rent in twain, and One sitting upon a 
white horse is seen, whose name is Faithftd. and True 
(Rev. xix. 1 1). But, oh ! his gaze who can endure it f 
for his eyes are as a flame of fire. Pleasure and busi- 
ness are instantly forgotten. Terror is engraved upon 
every countenance. A wild shriek is heard: "Ye 
moimtains, fall on us, ye hills, cover us, and hide us 
fix)m the wrath of the Lamb." Even now the battle 
appears already won, for consternation flUs the ranks 
of his foes. The Lord descends. His feet stand upon 
the Mount of Olives, — ^the very place which they last 
touched previous to his ascension into heaven. The 
touch of those feet splits the moimtains, half of whidi 
remove towards the north, and half towards the 



* Luke xxi. 35 : '* As a snare shall it (that day) come on all them Uut 
dwell on the face of the whole earth." It ihonld be tranilated, " On all tbea 
tbatsii;" Toog xa dnfxsvoo;, deuQklkagcaxtks\«nfi.\KcV\:^. 
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south (Zech. xiv. 4). "The armies which were in 
heaven" — that is, all his saints — "follow him," also 
mounted upon white horses, and clothed in fine linen. 
Myriads of mighty angek encompaas them on every 
side. Bat the battle is the Lord's. It is against him 
they have directed their impotent rage, — ^it is against 
him they have madly attempted to wage war (Rev. 
ix, 19). Therefore his saints and angels shall be 
spectators, but not participators in the combat. He 
treads the winepress, "the winepress of the fierceness 
and wrath of Almighty God," alone (Isaiah Ixiii. 3). 
His foes may flee (Zech. xiv. 4), but in vain ; out of 
his mouth goeth a sharp sword, and with it he smites 
the nations (Rev. xix. 15). The work of vengeance 
goes on: he treads them in his anger, and tramples 
them in his fury; their blood is sprinkled on his gar- 
ments, and all his raiment is stained (Is. Ixiii 1 — 6). 
Where is Antichrist and his army now, — they that 
were so fierce against the Lord of Hosts? Destroyed! 
(2 Thes. ii. 8.) Cast into the lake of fire and brim- 
stone! (Rev. xix. 20.) Opposition has fallen before 
him; his foes have licked the dust. " So let all thine 
enemies perish, O Lord." 

But behold what a shout rends the air. It is a 
shout which escapes fix)m all the embattled ranks of 
admiring angels, — ^fix)m all the awe-struck companies 
of adoring saints, — it is "the voice of a great multi- 
tude, and as the voice of many waters, and as the voice 
of many thunderings, saying. Alleluia: for the Lord 
Grod omnipotent reigneth" (Rev. xix. 6). From the 
one end of heaven to the other the sound of praise is 
heard; one loud long psean of victory is chanted by 
innumerable hosts as they witness the ^lorio\>a^^t\s5i^^- 
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tion of the contest^ — a contest in which the prince of 
the power of the air had striven so desperately to 
retain his usurped dominion, — a contest in which vic- 
tory, so oft trembling in the scales, had frequently 
inclined to the side of Satan, only that immediately 
afterwards there might .be a greater rebound on the 
side of Christ, — a contest which having now lasted six 
thousand years had but a little before appeared almoBt 
ended in the usurper's favour ; this contest is ovelr, 
this victory is won: the Lord' Jesus has triumphed, 
and angels and saints unite in hymning the Yictoi^s 
praises : '' The kingdoms of this world are become the 
kingdoms of our Lord and of his Christ, and he shall 
reign for ever and ever" (Rev. xi 15), 

Jesus is king. On his head are many crowns. The 
Man-God, the manifested Crod, is beheld wielding the 
sceptre of the universe. The throne of this great Son 
of David is established in Jerusalem. Jerusalem is 
the metropolis of the whole earth; the earth is the 
metropolis of the universe. Who but Gk)d could be 
adequate to such a government ? Jesus is '* the mighty 
God " (Isaiah ix. 6, 7). Who but the God-Man could 
have accomplished man's redemption ? Jesus is man 
(Heb. ii. 9 — 16). Jesus is the human God; Jesus is 
the divine man ! Zion, behold your King ! This man, 
this wondrous man, on account of his infinite humilia- 
tion, God the Father has exalted. He emptied him- 
self therefore is he invested with supreme majesty. 
He bore the cross, therefore he wears the crown. All 
in heaven, and all on earth, and all under the earth, 
must bow to him (Phil. ii. 5 — 12). From the rising 
to the setting sun his name is great. His reign is 
ji^acefiil, is blessed. Maxk m ^\\».t flowing language 
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the prophet Zechariah, in his fourteenth chapter, 
describes this halcyon, this glorious time. Jehovah 
Jesus reigns over all the earth : one Jehovah, and his 
name, that is, his worship, one (verse 9). Now blessings 
everywhere abound. Creation no longer groans; for 
" there shall be no more curse " (verse 1 1, and Rev. xxii. 
3). There is no more night ; for ev«i " at evening time it 
shall be light " (verse 7). Before, we had seen as through 
a glass, but now face to face; before, we had only 
known in part, but now we know even as also we are 
known. The moon is confounded and the sun ashamed 
at the dazzling brightness emanating from Jerusalem 
and its King (Isaiah xxiv. 23). A perennial river, 
such as was in Paradise, flows through and from the 
city, the source of joy and plenty to all the world 
(verse 8). On either side of this river is beheld the tree 
of life, yielding twelve manner of fruits, and its leaves 
being intended by the Eedeemer for the healing of the 
nations (Rev. xxii 2). Now the Feast of Tabernacles 
is fulfilled : the nations coming up by representatives, 
like as Israel was wont to come up in the person of 
her males (verse 16). Passover and Pentecost had pre- 
viously been fulfilled, but the Feast of Tabernacles, 
which pointed to the Lord tabernacling with men, 
could only be fulfilled when the Lord himself had 
arrived. One more touch does the holy prophet give 
to this charming picture, — ^that of abounding holiness 
(verses 20, 21). What a blessed scene, — ^the Lord present, 
and every individual in the world perfectly holy ! All 
things now go on well, for the sceptre is at length in 
the hands of Him "whose right it is." " Glory to God 
in the highest, and on earth peace, good-will towards 
men." "We give Thee thanks, Lord God MsDi^c&^^ 
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which art, and wast, and art to come; because Thou 
hast taken to Thee Thy great power, and hast 
reigned" (Rev. xi 17). 



IX. 

JEHOVAH IS KING. 

*^And he smd wrUo them, Heour, I pray you, this 
dreorni which I ha/oe drecvmed: for, behold, we were 
hmdi/ng aheofoea m the field, cmd, lo, my sheaf cvroae, 
imd also stood 'upright; cmd, behold, yov/r ahecwes stood 
townd about, amd vrujbde obeiea/nce to my sheaf And 
his brethren said to hl/m, Shalt thou indeed reign over 
Us? or shalt thou indeed ha/oe dominion over us ? And 
ikey hoited him, yet the more for his d/rea/ms, and for 
his tjoords. And he dreamed yet a/nother dreami, and 
told it his brethren, amd scdd, B^ld, I home d/reamued a 
dreo/m more; amd, behold, the sun amd the Tnoon amd the 
eleoen stands made cheisam>ce to me. And he told it to 
his father, amd to his brethren : amd his father rebuked 
him, amd said vmJlo himh. What is this dreamh thai thou 
hast dreamed? Shall I amd thy mother amd thy 
hreihren indeed come to bow down ov/rselves to thee to 
the earth T'— Gen. xxxvii. 6—10. 

^God worheth all things after the counsel of his oum 
t^iZ?."— Eph. L 11. 

^^He doeth according to liis will in the army of 
heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth : and 
none can stay his hand, or say unto him, What doest 
then ?" (Dan. iv. 35.) Such was the language of the 
once haughty, but now astonished, and \i\sim\i\^^^ %».^ 

Q 
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adoring Nebuchadnezzar^ after that God had taught 
him, by a series of wondrous providences, that the Most 
High is the real and supreme ruler of the universa 
Poor man ! when he was engaged in destroying the 
nations, he had thought he was the hand, whilst he was 
but the hammer; he had imagined he was the ann, 
whilst he was but the axe. (See Isaiah x. 5 — 15.) In 
the &shioning and establishing of his own kingdom, he 
had thought he was as it were the statuary, he had 
now discovered he was but the chisel BEis god had 
been a god of silver and gold, to which he himsd^ 
indeed, was vastly superior. But, then, when he hegui 
to understand that th^re was a God in heaven, he 
attached many of his old pagan notions to that God. 
He did not at first perceive, that if it was true that 
such a God did exist, that it was also true that he was 
supreme, uncontrollable, and omnipotent. Much lees 
did he recognise the fact, that he was ever present, and 
had a hand in the doing of everything which was 
done. And, my brethren, is that Babylonian monarch 
in these respects an isolated individual? Is he the 
solitary specimen of such profound ignorance ? Nay, 
will Heathendom alone furnish proo& of such wretched 
mistakes 1 Alas, no, my brethren, this ignorance is 
inherent to our fallen nature. Everywhere we behold 
it. The bare fact of the existence of such meaning- 
less words as chance, and fortune, and luck,* and acci- 

* It Is a great pity that the Bible itself, through mistranslation, should be 
made to appear to encouri^e the use of such words as these, as Psalm cxrVL 
26 (Prayer Book Tersioo). " We have wished you good luck," ftc. No suefa 
a word as *' luck '* exists in the original Hebrew D21j2">a* The aathorlied 
version is correct here, " We hare blessed you." Though eren this Tersioo, 
so good as it undoubtedly is, yet fails at times to catch the idea of the original, 
as Luke x. 3). **By chance," &c. The Greek is, xara STNxufiav. **Bya 
eolacideoc*.*' 
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dent, is ample evidence that it is common also to our- 
selves. If Qod be the €k>d that Scripture represents 
him to be^ th^i he worketh all things, the most mi- 
nute and the most magnificent, ''after the counsel of 
his own will" (Eph. ill). Then a blind and erring 
chance cannot interfere, either in commencing, or in 
carrying on, or in consummating any of his designs. 
It is quite possible something may occur, which to a 
careless observer may appear to happen accidentally, 
and which shall originate and set in motion a chain of 
drcnmstances issuing perhaps in something remarkable 
and important ; or which shall alter and make to tend 
in that direction what previously was tending in this. 
In either case, however, that seemingly casual occur- 
rence was a part of the plan determined on by the 
Lord from everlasting, and made to happen, too, at 
that particular moment of time, and made to issue, also, 
in that way which his own will decreed. To suppose 
at all the reverse is mere heathenism. If anything 
happens by chance, then it may partly, or materially, or 
wholly thwart one of his purposes; and if one, then 
two, and if two, then twenty-two, yea, all of them. 
Then his purposes may be frustrated, his will over- 
ruled, himself a disappointed God ! In other words, 
God must descend from his throne, and a stupid chance 
take his place ! I repeat, such a supposition is mere 
heathenism. So the holy Psalmist felt when he gave 
utterance to his thoughts thus, "Wherefore should the 
heathen say. Where is now their God ? But our God 
is in the heavens ; he hath done whatsoever he hath 
pleased " (Psalm cxv. 2, 3). And again, " I know that 
the Lord is great, and that our Lord is above all gods. 
Whatsoever the Lord pleased, that did b:£ mV'eK^^xi.^ 
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and in earth, in the seas, and all deep places" (Psalm 
cxxxY. 5f 6). Now these are the testimonies of the 
Word of God. One loves to breathe such an atmos- 
phere as these sacred words afford, it is such a difi^:e]it 
one from that of this infidel, God-hating world 
The world, — it carries its infidelity to the eztremest 
lengths. It even represents salvation itself as a 
matter of chance; it ascribes conversion to free will; 
it represents God as longing to save all sinners, but 
unhappily without the power to do so, because they 
themselves will not let him ; it makes Christ's blood 
to have been shed in vain,* as it says, that eveiy 

« I fully admit that there are manj good men who reject the doetiiaH of 
Election and Particular Redemption. Of them I say, they are yet t'*N*vt'«^ 
in the methet of the world. There are others who, whilat adnitttag the tnth 
of the doctrine of Election, yet maintain Christ died fbr the whole hOMB 
race. Now, I frankly own there are several texts of Scripture whidi mmh at 
first sight to prop them up. Such are those which state that diritt dtod far 
the ** world," and for the " whole world." But how rarioutly is this woid 
used by the sacred writers. For instance, it means in Luke ii. 1, the Bomaa 
empire ooly. Again, in John yiii. 26, the "world" meant the tews of 
Christ's days only. " The world knew him not" (John i. 10) ; here it refers 
to unbelievers only. In 1 John ii. 2, believers only. In Bom. xi. 15, it com- 
prehends unbelieving Gentiles only. In John vii. 7, unbelieving Jews ody. 
In John xvii. 9, the left only. In John i. 29, the elect only. In John UL 16, 
it is said, God loved the world i in 1 John ii. 15, we are forbidden to love the 
world: surely it cannot have the same meaning and point to the same people 
in each of these places. Further, in Bev. xiii. 3, it is said, ** All the worU 
wondered after the beast," yet some did not receive the badge of Popery. lo 
Bev. xii. 9, it is said, Satan deceives ** the whole world ;" yet Chrlft assoros as 
it is not possible to '* deceive the very elect " (Matt. xxiv. 24). If I am asfcsd, 
Why, then, do the sacred penmen, when they point to the persons for whom 
Christ died, so frequently make use of this and like words ? My answer is. 
If you will carefully mark the tenor of such assertions, you will observe tbof 
are made controversially. Now, what controversy was there riiiB in tiM 
apostles' days which such words as these would decide? I lay, *<in die 
apostles' days," lest aay one should think they used these words prophedcaU^, 
as if to silence the defenders of Particular Bedemption. For Holy Scriptore 
never guards itself in this way. Had Christ said, ** This represents my body." 
instead of " This is my body," how much perversion would have been avoided. 
And yet be did not choose so to do. Well, then, I ask again, what cootro* 
verMf wa» there in the aposUet' da^»,^\iVc\\ Vuxi^iavb such at "the whols 
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aonl in hell, yea, and Judas Iscariot, the son of 
perdUion, himsdf, Christ died to save, but that his 
precious death was ineffectual to them for lack of 
something in themselves; yea, so thoroughly does it 

world'* would tend to lettle ? Now, who that hat read the New Teftament 
can be ignorant how hard it was to persuade a Jew that the Gentilet had anj 
ibare in the bleuingt which Messiah was to bring: that even Peter himself 
required a Tiskm firmn hearen (Acts x. 15) ere he could look upon Cornelius, 
a Roman, aa his brother? Now, it Is my firm couTlction, that when the apos- 
ttei 1U0 audi eKpreaalone as these, thejr are combating this Jewish idea. Nor is 
it nine taanif. Here is Moses Stuart's admission, made whilst commenting on 
fUb. U. 9, who, it should be well remembered, is himself an Jrminian. These 
wordi "are q[»posed to the Jewish idea, that the Messiah was connected 
i CTrop r iately and exdusively with the Jews. The sacred writers mean to 
dedare by such expressions that Christ ^ed really and truly, as well and as 
moeh, fbr tiie Gentiles as for the Jews. . . . Not do they, when strictly 
Manned bj the tines loquenM of the New Testament, dedde directly against 
the yiewa of those who advocate what is called a Particular Redemption." 
Behold tiie fSoree of truth, which can lead such an Armlnian to make admls- 
lieiii ao fhtal to his own theory. That good men, therefore, should inculcate 
oniTersal redemption, appealing for proof to these passages, I cannot but 
:: they are guilty of a pious fraud to remove the offence of the Cross. 
I, they quite overlook ail those other statements of Scripture which 
confine ttie benefits of Redemption to the people of God alone. Such are the 
foUowiBg: **He shaU taw hH people** (Matt. i. 21); "My blood shed for 
MMHgf for the remission of sins" (Matt. xxvi. 28); ** I lay down my life for the 
dieep" (Johnx. 15); "Christ loved the church, and gave himself for it** 
(Bph. T. 8ft); He **gave himself for omr sins, that he might deliver us from 
tills present evil world ** <Gal. i. 4); " Forcumuch as the children are par- 
taken of fiesh and blood, he also himself likewise took part of the same *' 
(HelK iL 14); ** Thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood 
OUT OP every kindred," Ac. (Rev. v. 9 ; John xi. 51, 52 ; and many others.) 
Again, Christ died "for our sins** (1 C^r. xv. 3). But some men are to be 
everlastingly punished on account of their sins (Matt. xxv. 41 — 46). Therefore, 
Chriit did not die for their sins, or else payment is twice exacted for the same 
Crimea, and Christ's blood was insuffident. I fed how terrible this would be 
Co me when I came to die, to think that that blood was shed equally for Judas 
Iscariot and for Voltaire as for me, but that it failed in its effect to them, 
owing to a lad( of something in themselves. One more question I venture to 
pat to those who still maintain this tenet, which I will leave themselves to 
answer : Whom did Christ represent upon the cross ? I am aware some have 
Invented the novel idea that Christ died not for any man, but for sin in the 
abstract. Now, what is this but a compulsory admission that the Arminian 
view is fidse, and a lame attempt to get away from the simple truth of God. 
Christ died for permmtt as is plain from Heb. ii. 9; Rev. v. 2\ GoXAVV. V^\ 
John ii. ftl, 53; and many others. 
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persist in ascribing everything to contingency, that it 
clings obstinately to the tenet, that etDwy (me of the 
jewek of the Bedeemer's crown, — ^those for whom he 
poured out the last drop of his heart's blood, — that 
they may aU, every one, be finally lost, and heaven 
be altogether empty. For, my brethren, if one may 
be lost for whom Jesus did all this, and whom he 
would wish to save but cannot, then surely so may 
another, and so may any one, and so may alL Yea^ 
more, this infidel world goes further still: it per- 
tinaciously maintains that a man may se^ and find 
the Redeemer, — ^may hear that Saviour's voice saying 
in his heart, " Thy sins be forgiven thee, go in peace," 
— ^may be the subject of the Holy Ghost's work for 
many, many years, — ^may grow much in grace, in hoH- 
ness, and in the love of God, — ^may have been nearly 
ripened by that Holy Spirit for an eternal weight of 
glory, and just then, when his work is almost ended, 
and but a little before God is intending to transplant 
him to the bosom of his Saviour, that then that 
individual may do something which shall completely 
mar and efface the Lord's work, balk the Redeemer of 
his expected treasure, and be the miserable blasphemer 
and unhappy victim of God's wrath in the flames of 
hell for ever. And this it caUs the possibility of 
finally falling away fi:om grace given. I need not put 
my finger upon any system of religion which teaches 
all this; you yourselves, if you have at all mingled with 
the mass of professors of our day, must continuaUy 
have heard such tenets seriously defended. Contin- 
gency ! the very idea is wicked. The word of God, 
you see, speaks very differently. Not only does it 
teach jou, in twice ft.ve "kvm.^^ ^\aRft&, that " all that 
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the Father bath given" to Christ "shall'* and must 
"come to" him (Psalm ex. 3), and that every one 
of them thus coming Christ will " by no means cast 
out," and that, of every one of the elect thus given 
to him from everlasting, and thus drawn to him 
in due time, not one, not a single one, must on any 
account be lost, but preserved unto, and raised up 
at, the last great day (John vL 37 — 39); not only, 
I say, does it teach us all this, but it teaches us 
that their bodies, and every member of their bodies, 
is dear to him, yea, that every individual hair of their 
heads is entered in the books of the eternal covenant 
(Luke xii 7).* But you may object. Granted that all 
oonoeming the people of God is settled, yet surely 
every minute thing which happens in the world was 
not predetermined by God to be done. Indeed ! then 
what sort of a God is your God ? The Grod whom I 
glory in serving takes as much care in painting so 
magnificently the wing of a fly as in sustaining the 
solar system. To have something either beyond or 
beneath one's notice, is the part of every finite crea- 
ture; not so with Grod, who is inJmUe, As one day 
with him is as a thousand years, and a thousand years 
as one day, so one grain of sand is as a thousand 
worlds, and a thousand worlds as one grain of sand. 
"Are not five sparrows sold for two ferthings?" Well, 
look at that odd one; mark it flying from tree to tree, 

* See especially Luke xzi. 17, 18. In the rerses preceding, Jesu« had been 
decUring how much opposition his people would meet with ; then in verse 17 
he says, tliey shall be universally hated. Terrible picture I Surely they have 
cause now for fear I Surely, if their souls cannot be ruined, their bodies may 1 
Nay, says Christ, not so, ** Ye shall be hated of all men for my name's sake. 
Bmt there shall not an hair of your head perish.*' He that preserved Shadrach* 
Meshach, and Abednego, so that a hair of theirs was not singed in the fire^ 
WUI aUo presence ^o, U not so miracolously, y«t alL Veaax u «nwX\»i\^« 
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and hopping firom bough to bough; would you bdieve 
that every one of its little rambles Qod has a hand in, 
leading it to go where he has predetermined it should 
go ? Look, there it has at last alighted on that little 
twig; see, it is trying to balanoe itself; see, it fidls, it 
dies. What if I were to teU you that the exact twig 
whence it should &I1, that the exact moment wh^ it 
should £Edl, that all was pre-arranged, that all Qod had 
a hand in ? That it could not &11 one mioment he&xe, 
or one moment after, the time that the Father had 
determined on 9 You would perhaps reject it; yet so 
it is (Matt. X. 29, with Luke xii 6). Another of yoa 
may ask me. Then in every action of every man's 
life has God a hand ) I answer. Undoubtedly. Then 
you will say, This makes God the author of sin. To 
this I reply, God can and does do that thing holily 
which man does wickedly. To refer you again to that 
chapter which I did a little while ago (Isaiah x.), you 
there see the Assyrian king destroying nation afW 
nation, and in doing thus merely accomplishing what 
God would have him do. His motive we find (verses 
7, 8) was to gratify his ambition and pride, but this 
God overruled, in order to punish a nation of hypo- 
crites, and a people against whom he was angry. So^ 
again, it is expressly said, that when Joseph was sold 
into Egypt, it was not his brethren that sent him 
there, InU God (Gen. xlv. 8). That his brethren it 
was that sold him we well know, and their motive we 
also know. They envied him, and they hated him, 
and therefore they sold him. But then, this passage 
teaches us that God had a hand in that deed of theirs 
too. But his design was altogether dififerent from 
theirs^ God sent Joaeph. \)^iox« V^ brethren to pre- 
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serve them a posterity in the earth, and to save their 
lives by a great deliverance. A more sublime illustra- 
tion of this truth, in the case of the great Antitype of 
Joseph, I will bring before you directly; only let these 
things first sink down into your hearts, that whatever 
is done in a city, be it evil or righteous, the Lord has 
a hand in it (Amos iiL 6); and that nothing can 
happen in the slightest degree, under any circum- 
stances, which shall be contrary to his secret wilL 

It was undoubtedly to convince Joseph and all his 
people to the end of time that such is the case, that 
God, before any remarkable event had happened to 
this son of Jacob, gave him those two dreams, which 
you may read in the thirty-seventh chapter of Genesis. 
Each dream had nearly the same signification as the 
other, saving only that the second was an expansion 
of the idea contained in the first. The former dream 
taught him that he should be so great, that his 
brethren would feel but too happy in being permitted 
to bow down before him; the second shewed that he 
should be so much greater, that not only his equals, 
but his superiors, yea^ and the very &,ther that begat 
him, should all become vastly his inferiors. But pro- 
bably, however, the chief design of the doubling of 
the dream was to shew, as in the two dreams of Pha- 
raoh, that the thing was indeed "established by God," 
and that Gk)d would shortly " bring it to pass " (Gen. 
xlL 32). Joseph was as naturally ignorant, and as 
inclined to believe in free will as you and I may ba 
But here then God * interposed for the enlightenment 

* Pottquam prima odii semina retalit Moses, nunc aldus conscendit, nempe 
admlnbili Dei conailio electum fuisse Joseph ad res maximal, idque somniis 
fbiiae testatum. Somniis autem patefacit Deus quid factarus et«et, ut ^Qx^tftm*. 
•etretnr nibU eontiglue fbrtuito, sed quod ce\est\ d«et«to toxna «nx^ \«t 
Mesao§o§ drcuituM demiun tuo tempore fuiiae compVtitam.^CcyUi^ ii^ Vm« 
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of this elect vessel, giving him a map of the fatiire 
journey of his life, at each station of which was legiUy 
inscribed, '* Such is irr will," and whereat he shook! 
have abundant reason again and again to raise frnk 
Ebenezers of gratitude and love, whilst he exdaimed, 
"Hitherto hath the Lord helped me" (1 Sam. viL 12; 
Acts xviL 26). 

This truth, my beloved brethren, will receive much 
additional confirmation, if you remember that all the 
various circumstances of his life hinge one upon another, 
link one in another, in so intimate a manner, that if 
any one were withdrawn the whole chain would be 
broken. Humanly speaking, Jacob and his sons would 
have died of starvation, and all the magnificent 
promises made to Abraham and Isaac would have been 
broken, imless Joseph had been lord of all Egjpt, for 
to him only was granted the wisdom of husbanding 
the com in the plenteous years. But Joseph would 
not have been lord of Egypt, if Pharaoh had not per- 
ceived that the Holy Spirit of God dwelt in him, and 
that he alone was possessed of wisdom adequate to the 
management of his kingdom in the times which were 
impending. But Pharaoh would not have perceived 
this, had he not had two remarkable dreamjs, and had 
he not in the morning told them to his courtiers. 
And even then that information would have been in 
vain, had not one of those courtiers then present had 
an opportunity of discovering that Joseph the prisoner 
was a real Zaphnath Paaneah, a revealer of secrets. 
And that opportunity he never would have had, un- 
less Pharaoh had been angry with him and put him 
in prison, and that, too, during the very time thafc 
Joseph was there, li t\ka.\> c\^^^ \ra&W had had the 
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dream and been delivered hefore JcMseph was put there, 
or if he had been put in another prison, that oppor- 
tunity would never have occurred. Yea, if Potiphar, 
instead of imprisoning Joseph, had slain him or sold 
him, the issue would have been very different. Or 
even if Potiphar had had no supposed ground for im- 
prisoning him.-^ if his ^e had been a chaste wo- 
inan,-H>r if Joseph had not been in her eyes a "goodly 
person and well-favoured," he would never have been 
in prison, never have met the chief butler and foretold 
his restoration to &vour, and consequently never could 
he have recommended him to the king. But the con- 
catenation of circumstances is not told yet. Had the 
Ishmaelites sold him to am/y other individual in all 
E^ypt, the things which led to his imprisonment 
would not have taken place. Or had the Ishmaelites 
not been passing by at the very identical time the 
brethren of Joseph were in their path, uncertain what 
to do with the object of their envy, — or if, instead of 
Ishmaelites, they had been of some other nation, — or 
if those Ishmaelites themselves had been returning 
home, or going to some other country than Egypt, 
nothing of all that befel Joseph there could ever have 
come to pass. If the Ishmaelites had passed by one 
day later, Joseph had been slain or starved to death ; 
if one day earlier, Joseph had not then arrived. Or 
if he had arrived, had he not told his dreams, his 
brethren would never have determined to prove his 
dreams were false. Or if he had told his dreams, had 
they not hated him, they never would have wished to 
disprove them. If he had had those dreams after they 
had come from Dothan, his whole after life would have 
been completely altered. Or if lie ImA uoX. \iaA \ijckss%jb 



at alL or if bk frtker had tmytod Inm just 
lakt ioi otlKT duUiCB, liii Ixeducn woold not have 
kated Idm so hitta^. Had city one of all the 
▼aned events of liii life, tiaiM|aied difisrentfyto wbat 
it did, Joaqdi would never have been loid of all 
Egfpfc, then fendne wonld have skin Ini whti^ fiunity, 
tbe 'HfAmsw nation Ind penshed in its infiuicj, and 
those ever sweet and prBdoos wocda^ '^In thee and in 
thj seed shaH aH the fendlies of the eaitii be Ueaaed," 
bad beoi to tiiis daj imfaMillfld^ and God's promise of 
the Mffwiab bad beoi brdben, fer it was fiom the 
Hebrew nation that Christ was to come. Oh, won- 
derfid ! Mj Crod, I adore thee! Say not, my brethren, 
that I bare eatexed too Bxath. into detail; I like to see 
soch enormoos conseq[oenoeB hang on such aeemin^j 
trifling inddentBy — it makes me again fed that God is 
in every things and that nothing can transpire bat 
what he has pre-ordained Tea, this is the very point 
to which I wish to bring yon, niunely, to convince yon 
that if the most trivial and nnimportant thing hap- 
pens by chance, then also does the greatest, for yon 
have seen the greatest things themselves depend npon 
the least. Thus, for instance, if Pharaoh had not been 
angry with his chief bntler, Joseph had died a prisoner; 
or if some one else than Potiphar had bonght him, he 
would never have been in prison at all; in either case 
he would never have been lord of all Egypt, — ^gyp^ 
amd the world, the whole of U (Gen. xlL 56, 57), to- 
gether with the fomtUy thai had the promise of the 
Messiah, had aU died of sta/rvaiion, amd the chwrth 
had been vmredeemed, I ask then boldly. Was it a 
chance merely that Pharaoh was angry with that chief 
butler^ Was it tbro\]Lg\i «im!i<sGLt that Joseph was 
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sold to Potiphar ) Had chance anything to do with 
these things, or with the other events of his life ? Or, 
rather, was not an unseen Hand working and control- 
ling all, and bringing all to pass, in the exact order, 
and in the exact way, which an omniscient Being had 
eternally predestined ? Chance ! O airy phantom ! 
O name for nothing! O ofi&pring of natural infi- 
delity ! A term sprung from a diseased imagination, 
whidh all &ct, all reason, and all revelation, unani- 
mously repudiate ! Well, then, did Pope write, — 

" All nature is bat art, nnknown to thee; 

All chance, direction which thou canst not see; 

All diMSord, harmony not understood ; 

All partial evil, universal good. 

And spite of pride, in erring reason's spite. 

One truth is clear; whatever is, is right," 

I am well aware, my brethren, that many strong 
objections, though chiefly inferential ones, are made 
against this doctrine; but for my own part, all I care 
to say in reply to them is, the Scripture plainly and 
dogmatically teaches this, and therefore if those objec- 
tions were multiplied a thousand times, and each of 
them were a thousand times stronger than it is, still 
they would not altogether weigh one feather with mo; 
God has said it; may I have grace to believe it ! To 
attempt to answer objections in any other manner, 
would only be to make myself a partaker of their 
infidelity. May you and I, my brethren, I repeat it, 
may we learn to rest in the mere ipse dixU of God's 
unerring word. 

This truth, my brethren, that nothing is done, or 
can be done, contrary to the secret will and plan of 
Crod, is yet more emphatically and continualbf msiA&^d. 
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upon in the Scriptures, with respect to the life, and 
sufferings, and death of Joseph's illustrious Antitype — 
the Lord Jesus Christ. Was there ever, or could there 
ever be, a greater sin committed under the wide canopy 
of heaven, than that which the infuriate Jews com- 
mitted eighteen hundred years ago, when they killed 
the Prince of life, and transfixed their Creator himself 
to the ignominious and cruel cross 1 Surely if any- 
thing can be imagined to have run counter to the will 
of Him who is of purer eyes than to behold iniquity^ 
surely this most awful deed must be the one ! A sin 
for which that nation has suffered ever since, and has 
been scattered to earth's remotest shores ! Yet what 
saith the Scriptures ? " Of a truth against thy holy 
child Jesus, whom thou hast anointed, both Herod, 
and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles, and the people 
of Israel, were gathered together, for to do whatsoever 
thy hand and thy counsel determined before to he 
done " (Acts iv. 27, 28). Can you, my brethren, bow 
your hearts to this sublime teaching, without any 
equivocation or mental reservation whatever 1 Then 
thank God for it, for "all men cannot receive this 
saying" in its simplicity, "save they to whom it is 
given" (Matt. xix. 11). 

But this is not only true with respect to the suffer- 
ings of Jesus viewed in the aggregate, but we find 
that every single event in his life, every kind of oppo- 
sition he encountered, every single suffering he under- 
went, every item in the treatment he received, that 
aU was pre-ordained and predestined. A decree is 
issued by the E/oman emperor, "that all the world 
shall be taxed" (Luke ii 1). What then? that is 
nothing remarkable, aay yowl "Not in itself indeed; 
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bat then, when that decree is made to subserve God's 
purposesy that Christ should be bom at Bethlehem, 
it becomes truly so. Had it not been for that 
decree, Christ had been bom in Nazareth, and God's 
word bad been fiJsified, which declared that Messias 
should come from Bethlehem Ephratah (Mieah v. 2). 
But God's will had been declared, and the haughty 
monarch, utterly imconscious thereof and intending 
only to gratify his pride, is made to help on its accom- 
plishment. Then scarcely is the Bedeemer bom into 
the world, than men wished to send him out (Matt. 
iL 3). But had it been different, had Herod been 
willing instantly to have become his subject, then that 
divine word had never been fulfilled, " Out of Egypt 
have I called my Son." Had he not been zealous to 
slay the infiEknt Christ, Jeremiah's words concerning 
Bachel weeping had been but a mere dead letter. 
Had not Joseph feared when he returned from 
£^;ypt, because he heard that Archelaus had suc- 
ceeded his father, never would he have turned 
aside and dwelt in Nazareth, never woiQd have been 
fulfilled that idea so abounding in the prophets, 
that Christ shoiQd be called the lowly and despicable 
Nazarene. 

And it is really wonderful to notice how continuaUy 
the holy evangelist, after narrating every succeeding 
incident in the life of Jesus, pauses to add, " That it 
might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by 
the prophet." But you may say. All these things 
were done, not to fulfil that which was predestined, but 
only that which was prophesied, and that Crod prophe- 
sied thus and thus because he foresaw that man woiQd 
act thus and thus. Miserable drive\m!^\ ^\£l^\)&sw 
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circumstances, and probabilities^ and chances, and men, 
into the throne of Crod, and makes his high and holy 
will succumb to those circumstances, and his knowledge 
to be dependant on the things known^ instead of all 
things being dependant on Him ! And Joseph's dreams, 
too, then^ were given to him just because Qod foresaw 
that his brethren woiQd sell him, and that the king of 
Egypt would pity him, and that Pharaoh cavld have 
acted differently if he had pleased. Is there any one 
here present who thinks so? Unhappy soul, go and 
learn what that meaneth : " The king's heart is in the 
hand of the Lord, as the rivers of water: he tumeth 
it whithersoever he will " (Prov. xxL 1). To such an 
one I would say, Tou have the first principles of the 
Bible yet to learn. Seek to become a little child, 
and to receive those pictures of a sovereign God, 
which such chapters as Eomans ix. and Ephesians I 
portray. 

No, my brethren, '* the everlasting covenant," made 
between the eternal Three, *^is ordered i/n aU thmgSj 
and ^ure " (2 Sam. xxiii. 5). Nothing befel Jesus but 
what was pre-ordained. The life, the indignities, the 
sufferings, and death of Jesus, were each and all 
necessary for the ransom of his beloved church. So 
he himself said (Luke xxiv. 26), ^^ Ought not Christ to 
have suffered these things T' and again (verse 44), '^All 
things Trmat be fulfilled which were written concerning 
me." You see there was a needs-be in them alL So 
again (verse 46), "Thus it behoved Christ to fsoSSsx!* 
Hence you observe how much he pressed this truth on 
the attention of his disciples. And further, each 
thing happened to him at the very moment God would 
bsive it. He wa& bom a.t thi^ identical time Gknl had 
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indicated.* He b^an his public ministry at the 
very time Crodt had foretold he should. That 
ministry of his lasted exactly as long, namely, three 
years and a haL^ as €k)d had declared ^: it shoiQd. 
How, ever and anon, did those mysterious words of 
Christ drop upon the ears of his disciples, ''Mine 
hour is not yet come !" How, when he would go 
to raise Lazams, did he not reassure the desponding 
and timid hearts of his disciples, by enigmatically 
telling them that the time of the power of darkness 
had not yet arrived, and therefore nothing coiQd harm 
them !" (John xi. 9, 10). But when that time agreed 
upon between hi& Father and himself, before the 
worlds were made, had drawn near, how meekly he 

* Gen zlix. 10. The sceptre, that is, royalty, was to remain with Judah 
antn the Shiloh, that is, Jesus, came. Now Judah had ever preserved the 
saablance of royalty, even In the time of the captivity. But within little 
more than a year after Christ was bom, Herod died. Christ was born at the 
end of the year, A.U.C. 749 ; and Herod died in the month of March, A.U.C. 
701. Then the shadow departed, for the real King had come. Herod had 
indeed appointed Archelaus his successor, and invested him, by his will, with 
regal authority, but the emperor Augustus refused to ratify the title, permit- 
ing to him only that of EUmarck, 

t Dan. is. 26. Sixty-two prophetic weeks, or weeks of years, vis., four 
hundred and thirty-four years, were to elapse from the time of the commaod- 
ment to build Jerusalem until Messiah the Prince should be, that is, until 
be sboaid be manifested as Messiah the Prince, ^ow, that commandment 
was given by Artaxerxes, as recorded by Ezra, chap, vii., and was given in 
the seventh year of that king's reign, i,e.t B.C. 409. Now, firom 409 B.C. ex- 
doshre, to A.D. 26, is exactly 484 years. But was Jesus manifested A.D. 26 ? 
Yea, for when the christian era was settled, an error of four years was com- 
mitted, which added to the twenty-six, make thirty. And Luke says, that it 
was when Jesus was thirty years of age that he was solemnly inaugurated 
into his puUic ministry. 

X Dan. ix. 27. In the midst of the week, he (Christ) shall cause the obla- 
tion to cease. A week, prophetic, is seven years, and it was to be in the midst 
of that week. This he did by dying on the cross, three years and a half after 
hJs s(4emn inauguration by his baptism. But how did he cause the oblation 
fee cease ? Because when the Lamb of God was offered, the Paschal lamb 
was useless. 
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looked upwards and said, '' Father, the hour is come f 
(John xvii. 1.) Then how submissively did he resign 
himself to his enemies* hands, whilst he exclaimed, 
"This is your hour" (Luke xxiL 53). Then, as his 
foes coiQd not hurt him before, so cannot they but lay 
hands on him when his time has come.* They wished 
to defer his apprehension till the feast of Passover 
was over; but no, it could not be, for the Lord had 
determined otherwise (Matt, xxvi 6). And so their 
counsels were overruled by the a^opcMretUfy casual 
circumstance of Judas offering himself to them just 
before the festival The opportunity appearing too 
good to lose, they seized it, and in seizing it fulfilled 
the will of God (Exodus xii 6). Then was he led to 
Annas, and Caiaphas, and Pilate, and Herod, and to 
Pilate again — ^why } because God had said, " He was 
taken from prison and from judgment." It was neces- 
sary he should be brought before all these, in order 
that priests and people, church and state, Jew and 
Gentile, might all have a voice in condemning him. 
Had he been condemned in a mere tumultuous assem- 
bly, or merely by a synod of priests, in either case it 
would not have had the same weight as the condem- 
nation of Jesus had. But no, one disciple surrendered 
him, another denied him, the others forsook him, the 
pubHc teachers of his nation officially rejected him, 
the people preferred a murderer, the king mocked and 
ridiculed his pretensions, the Eoman governor gave 
orders for his crucifixion, and E/oman soldiers carried 
his behest into execution, — all had a hand in it; and 
then, to consummate the whole, as God would have it, 

* Luke xxii. 37. *' Thi« that is written mutt yet be accomplighed, for the 
tbinga concerning me have an end,** \XiiLX.\»/^Yvvi%«kVvi\S\tA.«QiJt.*' 
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by a wondrous in&tuation, that title which they had 
denied to him whilst he was at liberty, they affixed to 
his cross when dying: "Jesus, King of the Jews." 
Was there any chance in this ? 

Then, look at his sufferings. See how they assumed 
every aggravated form possible, whether corporeal, or 
mental, or spiritual. If you look to his corporeal 
sufferings, you see the thorny crown indented into his 
sacred head^ the barbarous ruffian with a club (Matt. 
xxvii. 30) beating those thorns deeper down, — ^you see 
his back laid bare, his head bent towards the earth, 
whilst his hands are tied to a post in order to afford a 
better and surer mark for the cruel scourge which was 
made of rods of knotted wire, — ^you see his bones 
bared, and his dear flesh hanging in tatters from him, 
— ^then you see him toiling with his cross up Calvary, 
— ^yon see the patient sufferer drawn up to the cross 
with ropes, the nails applied and driven through the 
tenderest parts of his body, — you discover, fix)m the 
convulsive looks of his companions in punishment, the 
intense agony he is enduring, you mark the fevered 
and tormenting thirst which in consequence assails 
them, — you remember that men crucified die not 
through loss of blood or any such thing, but only 
through constantly increasing and racking pain ; that 
those pains were viewed as so terrible, that their tor- 
mentors in pity were wont to give a stupefying draught, 
but which Jesus, who would drain damnation dry, 
courageously refused to drink. If you look to his 
mental sufferings, you find that he was the hapless 
victim of treachery, of denial, and of cowardice, from 
professed friends; that he was a prey to those terrible 
feelings in their full extent, which, mws^t \i«bNfe «:c\sefc\i.\sk 
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his breast from a perfect consciousness of all that was 
to come upon him (John xviii. 4), which feelings were 
so keen that they made him sweat great drops of 
blood; that insult, and mockery, and spitting on 
(which the Holy Ghost has thought worthy of especial 
prophecy, Isaiah 1. 6), he had to bear; that with the 
Sanhedrim his words were perverted (Matt. xxvi. 61, 
with John ii 19, 21); that with the Roman governor 
his teaching was misrepresented (John xix. 12); that 
one robber was chosen in preference to him, and that 
two others of the gang were crucified with him, as 
much as to say. This is the king, and these are his 
subjects : or if you look to his spiritual sufferings, and 
remember that all hell was let loose upon him (Luke 
xxii. 53) ; that he himself had imputatively upon his 
person the only thing which he ever hated — sin, and 
not one sin only, but all the sins of all the elect 
(Isaiah liii. 6; 2 Cor. v. 21); that the justice of God 
itself was punishing him (Isaiah liii. 4); and that 
God, seeing his beloved Son thus robed in our sins, 
turned away his face from him, which was the worst 
and keenest of all that Jesus had to endure; — ^when, 
I say, you look at all this, can you, dare you for a 
moment think that there was any chance work here ? 
Could the justice of God have allowed one single 
DROP of all this cup of suffering to have been omitted 1 
Take what you may consider the least of all his suf- 
ferings, and reflect seriously, — could that have been 
omitted 1 What, when the holy and divine Sufferer 
himself prayed, "If it be possible, let this cup pass 
from me," would God then lay upon Jesus more than 
was absolutely necessary 1 Supposing that Pilate, or 
Giiaj)haS; or Judas, \iad\>^M^\<2A mCiWv&t, would they 
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then have crucified himi Surely not. Well, then 
would they have believed in that, which upon this 
supposition could never have taken place, namely, in 
Christ crucified, for these were the very men appointed 
by God's determinate counsel to put Christ to death ! 
(Acts iL 23, and iv. 28.) It was in order, then, that 
the Scripture might be Mfilled, that Judas was a lost 
soul, — at least, so Christ says (John xvii. 12). It was 
necessary that Caiaphas and Pilate should be unbe- 
lievers, or Christ had not been crucified for us. What 
room for chance is there in all this ? 

Once more, if you look to the present and fixture 
glories and joys of Jesus, and then remember that 
these were dependant on his incarnation and sufferings, 
you will find that that glory and joy which he has 
now, must be by mere chance also, if amy of the events 
of his life or <my of his sufferings were; or even if 
they might have happened differently to what they 
did. But we find that it was God's intention from 
everlasting in this way to glorify his Son (Psalm ii. 7; 
Rev. xiii. 8); and in this way, too, to save his elect 
(Eph. i. 4 — 7); — I mean, by the eternal Son of God 
uniting himself with the people given to him, and so 
enduring all their woes, in order that they might 
participate in all his joy (Eph. v. ^b — 32; Matt. 
XXV. 21). And, therefore, as it was the will of God 
to glorify Jesus, so it also was the wiU of Grod that 
Christ should suffer (Heb. ii. 10). Hearken to the 
apostle : " Let this mind be in you, which was also in 
Christ Jesus : who, being in the form of Grod, thought 
it not robbery to be equal with God ; but made him- 
self of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a 
servant, and was made in the likeness of rnaiL^ ^yl<L 
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being found in &sliion as a man, he humbled himself 
and became obedient unto death, even the death of 
the cross." You will not feil to observe here the suc- 
cessive steps in the humiliation of the Redeemer, each 
one being dependant on the one preceding, until at 
last the sacred penman reaches the bottom of the 
scale when he says, Christ became obedient tmto deathj 
and that death the death of the cross. Well, what 
then ? " Whereforey^ continues the apostle, " Wherefan 
Crod also hath highly exalted him, and given him a 
name which is above every name; that at the name 
of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, 
and things in earth, and things under the earth; and 
that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is 
Lord, to the glory of God the Father" (Phil, il 
5—11). "To the glory of God the Father" is here 
said to be the single reason of all this wondrous 
revelation of grace through Jesus Christ. And it is 
true. God is more glorified by what Christ has done, 
than by all the worlds he has made. The redeemed 
church of Christ is a focus wherein more, infinitely 
more of the glory, grace, wisdom, love, holiness, and 
power of God meet, — is a divine and eternal monu- 
ment, where may be seen, and whence may be learnt, 
more of the glory of God, by an adoring universe, — 
than in all the other manifestations of God put 
together (Eph. iii. 10, and ii. 7). And can such a 
sublime and majestic resiQt be at all, even in the very 
least degreey the work of a blind and erring chance? 
We feel not. But then God could not have been thus 
glorified unless Christ had died, for we have seen that 
was the stepping-stone to the succeeding glory. Yea, 
more, that glory begaiv at the cross. The moment he 
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reached the last step in the ladder of humiliation, that 
moment he began to ascend. Hence his crucifixion 
itself is called a "lifting up," or elevation (John xiL 
32). But he covld not have been crucified unless 
Pilate had condemned him; nor would Pilate have 
condemned him if he had not been compelled to do so 
by the priests. But the priests would not have had 
him in their power at all unless Judas had betrayed 
him; and Judas would not have betrayed him unless 
he had been the son of perdition; nor especially 
at the particular time which we have shewn God had 
preK>rdained, unless he had been shamed before his 
fellow<disciples for murmuring at the lavish anointing 
of Maiy (compare John xii. 4, with Matthew xxvi 
8 and 14). So that there is a real and intimate con- 
nexion between the present greatness of the Mediator 
Jesus> and the salvation of the church through him, 
with such a seemingly trifling circumstance as the 
sister of Lazarus anointing his feet with spikenard. 
If Judas had not been present on that occasion, his 
heart had not betrayed his love of money and his 
hatred of his Master; then he had not been reproved 
for his unseasonable parsimony; and then he had not 
gone out so speedily, boiling with rage, to the chief 
priests; his plans had been more maturely weighed, 
his betrayal deferred, and Christ, the real Paschal 
Lamb, had not been offered up on the feast of Pass- 
over; Grod's word had been broken, and Daniers 
prophecy unftdfiUed. Brethren in Christ, I feel we 
may well adopt the language of Zophar : " Canst thou 
by searching find out God ? canst thou find out the 
Almighty to perfection?" (Job xi. 7.) Our proper 
position, when we reflect upon all this, \a — ^owa. vdl 



248 JEHOVAH IS KINO. 

the dust, whilst we exclaim with the adoring Paul, 
*^ O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and 
knowledge of God ! how unsearchable are his judg- 
ments, and his ways past finding out ! For who hath 
known the mind of the Lord ? or who hath been his 
counsellor?" On e^ avrov, ko* Bi avrov, koi ets ionov, — 
''for FBOM him, and by him, and to him {Le., *'for 
his glory," Bev. iv. 11), are all things. To him," then, 
" be glory for ever. Amen." (Eom. xL 33, 34, 36.) 

Brethren, when you retire to your chambers adopt 
Acts iv. 24—28, as the expression of your own grateful 
and adonng hearts to Qod, Care not for the opimons 
of the world. Embrace, in all their simplicity, the 
doctrines of the word of God^ and seek that they mftj 
influence your hearts and lives. 

" A king, and not to reign! Preposterous thought! 

A God, and not a king! Strange Deitj ! 

Such are the Pagan gods, such is not mine; 

I own, adore, and love the mighty God, 

Whose will controls all worlds, whose high decrees 

Fix bounds to time, and destiny to souls. 

He took mj nature, guilt, and shame, unasked. 

He gave me righteousness and life unsought. 

He bows, he melts, he hardens whom he will. 

Nor of his matters gives account to man." 

Irons. 



X. 



THE SAVIOUR OF THE BRETHREN. 

*^ Then sent Joseph, and called his father Jacob to 
kim, and aU his kmdredf threescore ajid fifteen sotds^ — 
Acts viL 14. 

^And Joseph pla>ced his /other and his brethren, and 
gofoe them a possession in the land of Egypt, in the best 
of the land, in the land of Barneses, as Pharaoh had 
commanded,^* — Qen, xlviL 11. 

One of the blessed employments of a happier time, 
my beloved friends, when we are gathered together 
around our Father's throne, will doubtless be to hear 
our brethren narrate all the way in which the Lord 
their God brought them; to hear them tell of their 
past troubles, the sense of desolation which they expe- 
rienoed in their sonls when aU things seemed against 
them^ the struggle which they had to encoimter with 
the natural unbelief of their hearts, and then to hear 
them recount the manner of God's appearing, and the 
mode in which he delivered them. Something of that 
future pleasure the sacred word even now administers 
to us, when it sets before us the lives of some of God's 
tempted ones, and traces out the chequered path in 
which they trod. They, we observe, trusted in God 
and were holpen. Their deliverances encourage us. 
They lead us oft times to exclaim., "^ea, \xA'e«^,^o;5^\-^ 
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the protector of his people." What child of God can 
read, for instance, of David seated on the undisputed 
throne of Israel, his enemies on all sides being subdued, 
and not feel emotion as he recalls the time when the 
same David wandered about a proscribed outcast, and 
gave utterance to the deep anguish of his spirit in 
those despairing words, '^ I shall one day perish hy the 
hand of Saul"? (1 Sam. xxviL 1.) Or, again, when he 
reads of Jacob, surrounded by all his &mily, fondly 
embracing his long lost son, can he avoid feeling some 
kind of grateful and sympathising joy as he remembeFS 
that this is the same Jacob who shortly before had 
moaned so piteously, '^ Joseph is not, and Simeon is 
not, and ye will take Benjamin away : all these things 
are against me"? When, once more, he beholds Joseph 
lord of all Egypt, beloved by king, courtier, and 
peasant, does he not feel it a pleasant employment to 
picture again the time when that same Joseph dwelt a 
hapless youth in his paternal tent, — ^when his cheek 
turned pale and his heart fluttered as he heard the 
approaching footsteps and rough voices of his jealous 
brethren, — when his heart sunk within him as he 
marked their countenances fell whilst they listened to 
the story of his dreams, — when terrified they led him 
to the pit, — when almost overwhelmed with grief he 
was exposed for sale in the slave-market, — when his 
brightened prospects were suddenly overclouded as the 
prison doors of the cruel Potiphar closed upon him,— 
when it became apparent that the chief butler had 
forgotten him? Oh, yes, the contrast is so extreme and 
striking, the deliverance is so remarkable, the divine 
fisiithftdness is so very evident, that, with the blessing 
of the Holy Spirit, be caimot Wt derive great comfort 
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therefrom. Yes, God has appeared; Joseph is exalted. 
But one more item to his joy remains to be added, — 
his brethren and his father he must have with him, 
and then all is accomplished; God's promises to him 
are frilfilled. 

Although, during all the seven years of plenty, we 
do not find that Joseph made one single effort to see 
his brethren, yet doubtless he had not forgotten them. 
Although they knew it not, he was busily engaged in 
their behalf. He knew that the &inine was to be in all 
the world, and that they would feel its effects as well as 
others. It was " expedient," therefore, that he should 
be separated from them for a time, and consequently 
he submitted. He was confident he should behold 
them again, — his dreams portended as much, — and 
therefore in quiet simple flsiith he waited on the Lord. 
That Lord had been his friend hitherto; he felt he 
would continue to be. 

At length the plentifrd years have passed. The 
granaries of Joseph are filled. The &mine approaches. 
Dismay seizes all nations. Want stares Israel's &mily 
in the face. They are involved in the same distress as 
their neighbours aroimd. In their need they "look" 
ominously "one upon another." A report reaches 
them that there is com in Egypt. This is soon con- 
firmed by various individuals whom they encounter, 
who are returning thence with their heavily loaded 
camels. Loud are their praises of Egypt's beneficent 
«.d potent minister. At fength. im^ by necessity, 
and urged by Jacob, they also direct their fiwjes south- 
ward. They set out. Ah ! little do they know that 
they are bending their steps towards their ill-treated 
brother. Little are they aware that tYka \at^ cil Ni^^ 
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land is longing to behold thenij and that it is solely on 
their account he himself daily presides in the hall 
where the distribution of corn to foreigners is made. 
After some days, Canaan is behind them. Their route 
now lies through the wilderness of Shur. On and on 
they proceed, until at length the first Egyptian village 
meets their eager eyes. They quickly learn where the 
viceroy is to be seen, and rejoice at the news they hear 
of the facility of obtaining access to him. As they 
near the metropolis, the more numerous do the. cara- 
vans become, so that they have only to follow in the 
stream. But now they are within sight of an immense 
pile of building, which they rightly conclude to be one 
of the great storehouses. Perceiving an inn adjacent, 
they rest and leave their asses there. On the morrow, 
following a crowd, they soon enter a spacious hall, 
where at the ftirther end is beheld the lord of the 
land seated on a throne, surrounded by his minis- 
ters and prefects. On either side, the stewards 
and treasurers are busily engaged, some in selling the 
com, others in receiving the money: whilst ever and 
anon the buzz of voices is hushed, and every ear is 
attentive as any direction is given from the throne. 
They draw nearer; behind them are many anxious 
faces awaiting their turn, — ^passing beside them are 
beheld numbers of joyful countenances. And now 
they approach the throne and prostrate themselves 
before — their brother, Joseph recognises them; he 
lifts the eye of gratitude to God, as he beholds them 
unconsciously fulfilling his dreams, and then determines 
on the execution of a plan long previously matured, 
whereby he will endeavour to bring them to a sense of 
their heinous guilt. ¥e\gimi^ \.o \i^ alarmed at their 
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number, and assuming a haughtiness and an anger 
which he is &t from feeling, he charges them with 
being spies, and notwithstanding their assertion that 
they are all the sons of one man, he appears to disbe- 
lieve it, reiterates his charge, and orders them to be 
conducted to prison. Three days they spend there in 
terrible anxiety. They are aware what punishment 
the law of nations has decreed to spies, they remember 
the angry fiown with which he surveyed them, and 
so every moment of that anxious time they are ex- 
pecting to be led to execution. On the third day they 
are again sunmioned into his presence, nor does he at 
all mitigate their anxiety, when he declares his resolve 
that until they produce their younger brother, he will 
detain one of them a prisoner. Through the mercy 
and grace of God, his rough treatment has its intended 
effect. The deaf ear which he turns to all their repre- 
sentations reminded them of how, twice eleven years 
before, they had continued inexorable to the entreaties 
and the tears of their affectionate brother. Ignorant 
that he understands their language, as he speaks to 
them by means of an interpreter, they acknowledge to 
one another the enormous crime which they had then 
committed (Gren. xlii 21). How different was their 
behaviour now to the calm and off-hand manner with 
which they had previously informed him of the death 
of one of their number. Now they acknowledge they 
are " guilty concerning their brother," yea, that they 
are murderers. Joseph, thankful for the evidence of 
the change which he discerns, turns from them and 
weeps, and then, in accordance with his resolution, he 
releases the others, having first bound Simeon before 
their eyes. Possibly Simeon exiubi\.ed \?!afc VasX» ^j^ 
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pearance of contrition, or probably he had been the 
most cruel and determined at the pit. For Joseph, in 
his treatment of his brethren, cannot be wholly excused. 
Certainly in this particular the Antitype infinitely 
transcends him. Jesus cannot behave unkindly to- 
wards us. His heart is all love. True, he may and 
does make use of affliction to bring us to our senses 
and our knees, but it is always sent in the pv/rest lo^e, 
it never has caused, or shall cause, (me wrm&oesiwr^ 
pcmg. But to proceed. 

The brethren now begin to turn their thoughts and 
faces homewards, and depart. By Joseph's order their 
sacks have been well filled with com, whilst their 
money has been restored and put in their sacks' 
mouths. On their way, one of them having occasion 
to open his sack discerns his money, which tends 
greatly to increase their anxiety and consternation. 
At length, they reach Canaan and their Other's tent, 
but when they perceive that the money of each has 
been designedly returned, their hearts misgive them, 
further troubles already appear to loom in the future. 
To Jacob they imfold all that has befallen them, and 
tell him of the solemn warning with which they were 
dismissed; who, when he hears that Benjamin must 
be presented to the viceroy ere a further supply is 
granted, peremptorily refuses to let him go, and then 
gives vent to that paroxysm of grief and despair, 
"Joseph is not, and Simeon is not, and ye will take 
Benjamin away; all these things are against me. 



«* 



* How unfavourably for Jacob does this despair of his contrast with 
Abraham's confidence and faith in God. For Jacob, with twelve vnoh 
mourned in the bitterness of his soul over his imaginary bereavements, dii* 
trusting God ; whilst he that had received the promises, "offered up bis onlj 

begottea son" at the Lord's convTi\HndVcoTcvv«t« ^«u.^Vi«%^^«ith. Heb. xi. 17). 

Oh 1 (or faithy simple, strong faVWv. 
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Poor old man, he has not yet forgotten his loss of 
Joseph ! 

But the provision which Joseph had sent, although 
ample, was not inexhaustible. He had granted, freely 
granted, all that his brethren had desired to purchase, 
— ^namely, sufficient for a year. But that time has 
now expired, and their stock is nearly consumed. The 
£sanine is as severe the second year as it had been the 
preceding one. Accordingly Jacob directs his sons 
to bend their steps again towards Egypt, and after 
much mental straggle, at their earnest importimity, 
he consents to their taking Benjamin with them, 
Judah becoming responsible for his safe return. Pre- 
sently they arrive in Egypt and stand before Joseph. 
Benjamin is with them. !N'ot one is missing. He 
would have them aU bow the knee to him. Grod had 
promised him they should do so. He desires not a 
mere prostration of the body, he wants them all recon- 
ciled to him, in order that their own happiness, as well 
as his, may be thereby consummated. He is longing 
to embrace them, comfort their hearts, banish their 
fears, and witness the last sparks of their envy and 
ill-will swallowed up in penitential tears, fond love, 
and wondering gratitude. Beholding them now again 
before him, he proceeds with the execution of the plan 
which, a year ago, he had begun to act upon. By his 
orders the steward invites them to an entertainment 
in his palace. They, bewildered and terrified at such 
remarkable and extreme condescension, imagine some 
plot is being laid for their ruin. Ah ! they are un- 
happy 1 Conscience is busy ! How many, many times 
lately, have they not regretted their selling of Joseph ! 
How many times have they not xecaWedVSa \T£i^ciTv»%, 
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innocent fsuce, the tears which sparkled in his eyes, as 
he songht to melt them to pity. The steward assuages 
their terrors as well as he can, and produces Simeon. 
Presently Joseph arrives. He enquires after the 
welfere of his father with a voice so trembling with 
emotion, and with such forced composure, as might 
well have excited the attention of his brethren had 
they been at all suspicious. ^Is your fisither weU," 
says he, " the old man of whom ye spake ? Is he yet 
alive ?" But when he beholds his brother Benjamin, 
a young man of about three and twenty summers, but 
whom he had never seen since that brother was a babe 
in arms, he can scarcely restrain his feelings. Bjs 
own brother ! — the thought is almost too much for 
him ! His nicely arranged design is wellnigh bong 
dashed to the ground, so intensely does he yearn to 
fold his brother in his arms. And is Benjamin alto- 
gether a stranger to this emotion? Does not his heart 
in some degree assist his senses ? Was he altogether 
calm and impassioned? Is it possible that the tie 
which nature binds around our hearts can be entirely 
dissevered by anything save death ? Is there not at 
this moment a mysterious, an indescribable somethings 
which leads him, however imconsciously, to regard 
Joseph in another light than fnerely as ^lord of 
Egypt"? But now the entertainment proceeds: "they 
set on," for Joseph by himself, for his brethren "by 
themselves, and for the Egyptians, which eat with 
him, by themselves." His wondering brethren are 
placed according to seniority; Benjamin^ however, 
throughout the feast, being treated with the most 
marked distinction. At length, the day begins to 
decUne, How diiforenUy Vka^ \>W time been sp^t to 
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what their fears suggested! The sun having set, 
Joseph instructs the steward to dismiss the men on 
the morrow, after that he has filled their sacks with 
com, and put his silver cup in Benjamin's sack. 
Early in the morning the men depart. The plot nears 
completion. Ere they have proceeded fer fix>m the 
city, the steward, by Joseph's direction, overtakes 
them, and charges them with stealing the cup.^ 
They, bold in the consciousness of innocence, unani- 
mously condemn him to death who shall be found 
guilty of the theft. Their sacks are promptly opened, 
when, lo, just as the men are beginning to look 

* Calvin on Gen. xliv. 5, remarks,** Varle exponitur hoc. Quidamenim ita 
aodpiant, qaaki Joseph con^ultos a se ariolos simulet, ut farem cognosceret. 
Alii autem vertunt, In quo tentando tentavit yos, vel rimando rimatur. Alii, 
qobd scyphos subreptus quasi sinistrum omen fuerit ipsi Joseph. Mihi tamen 
▼idetur genuinus esse sensus ille: quod scypho ad divinationes et magicas artes 
QStts fuerit: qudd tamen fioxisse diximus augendsB invidise causa. Sed 
exoritur qusestio, quomodo sibi permittat Joseph tale figmeatum. PrsBter- 
quam enim quod auguria profiteri illi nefas fuit, perperam et indigne cselestis 
gnititt laodem transfert ad dsemonia. Prius negabat se idoneum fore somnii 
interpretem, nisi quatenus veritatem Deus suggereret: nunc totum iliud 
gratiae Dei elogium obliterat : et quod deterius est, magum se jactans pro Dei 
^opbeta, impie profanat Spiritus sancti donum. Certe in hac simulatione 
gntTiter eum peccasse negandum non est. Ego tamen sic sentio, modis 
omnibus quoad potuit, initio conatum es«e, suum asserere Deo bonorem: ac 
ninime per eum stetisse quin totum ^gypti regnum cognosceret, ilium non 
magicis artibus, sed caelesti dono excellere tanta solertia. Verum quia 
magorum prsestigiis assueti erant ^gypti, praevaluit vetustus error, ut Joseph 
aliom esse crederent, nee dubito quin rumor ille in plebe vagatus sit: quamvit 
illo repugnante et invito. Nunc quum se extraneum hominem fingat Joseph, 
ano contextu multa roendicia involvens, vanam banc opinionem k vulgo 
metuator, quod auguria captet. Undo coUigimus, abi semel quispiam a 
recta linea deflexit quam proclivif sit in varia peccata lapsus. Quare hoc 
exemplo moniti, discamus nihil nobis permittere nisi quod scimus Deo 
probari. Prsesertlra vero cavenda est omnis simulatio, quae noxias imposturas 
▼el parit vel confirmat. Deinde monemur, non sulBBicere si quis se ad tempus 
opponat exorienti vitio : nisi accedat constantia ad resistendum, quantumvis 
^uliiat. Nimis enim levlter defungitur, quia semel testatus sibi displioere 
i|uod malum erat, postea suo silentio vel conniventia quoddam assensus signum 
praebet." To these words 1 venture to add, Behold the danger of a long 
ooune of prosperity. Whither has departed the ftxtt Vo^e ol Soiw^XiXiiasM^'^ 

S 
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trinmphaiitly at the steward, the cup k at last dk- 
oovered in Benjamin's sack. Aery of horror escapes ^nm 
each; consternation is depictured on all their counte- 
nances. In an agony of grief they rend their clothes 
and return to the dty. Benjamin is silent ; he peroeiveB 
that to attempt to acquit himself would be worse than 
useless. Soon they are again in the presence of 
Joseph, who is now attended by his ministers and 
guards. Looking angrily at them, he reiterates the 
charge of his steward. They all offering to become 
his slaves, Joseph feels the crisis has arrived. All k 
at last ready. The opportunity of discovering tlie 
sincerity of their repentance for their cruelty towards 
himseli^ and of their love towards his brother Benjamin, 
— ^the opportunity for which he had been so long and 
so skilfiilly preparing, — this opportunity is at length 
present. He declares that it would be unjust in him 
to punish all for the guilt of one, and so Benjamin he 
orders to be detained a prisoner, while to the others he 
gives permission to return home. How oppressed is his 
heart with anxiety as he pronounces this sentence. 
Have his efforts to subdue their hatred proved in- 
effectual ] Will they consent to his decision without 
a struggle to save Benjamin ! His anxiety is only for 
a moment. As he proceeds^ their countenances, ex- 
pressive of extreme anguish, plainly evidence how 
painful his words are to them. Scarcely has he finished, 
when Judah, Benjamin's surety, steps forward, and in 
a speech replete with pathos and affection for his &ther 
and brother, generously offers to be bound instead of 
the supposed culprit. This speech is inimitable. It 
is a perfect pattern of natural eloquence. It is so 
delicately tender, it is ao i^^et&Jly impressive, that I 
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am constrained to request you will now turn to the 
word of €rod and read it entire. You will find it in 
Gen. xKv. 18 — 34. Who could resist such an appeal ? 
What heart could be steeled against it 1 How was it 
possible that Joseph could any longer appear insensible 
or act the foreigner ? And there, too, stand the other 
brethren around the speaker, whose imploring eyes, 
and fajcea pale with terror, plainly demonstrate that 
Judah's every word, yea, and noble offer too, are 
echoed back again from the very bottom of each of 
their hearts. Who can doubt any longer whether 
they are repentant of their former jealousy and cru- 
elty? Joseph is quite overcome, and, with a voice 
choking with emotion, he bids all his attendants retire. 
They, awed, obey. Scarcely has the last disappeared, 
when Joseph's surcharged heart is relieved by a flood 
of tears. His brethren have no time for wonder: for, 
rising from his throne, his countenance beaming with 
afi^tion towards them, whilst sobs struggle to impede 
his utterance, he says, " I am . . . Joseph ; . . . 
doth my . . . fether . . . yet . . live?" 
Hift terrified brethren hear, but are at a loss what to 
zeply. They hear "Joseph,'' and "my fiither;" and 
oh, what thoughts pass through their minds as these 
words strike upon their ears ! They start as if electri- 
fied; — ^" Joseph," — ^that single word is sufficient: no 
stranger could have thought of mentioning that word 
now. "And is it really Joseph ?" think they; and they 
remember his dreams, and remark their fulfilment. 
"And is it Joseph ]" they ask themselves; " how has it 
come to pass that he is lord of Egypt? How will he 
behave towards us?" "Yes, it is Joseph," they half 
exclaim, as they trace the lineaments oi \i\i<fe\t Vya%\c>'^ 
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brother in the viceroy's face. *^ Joseph?^* they ask 
themselves again ; but they have no time for reflec- 
tion^ as a voice, now imdisguised and which they well 
remember, is heard, saying, "Come near to me, I pray 
you." Almost involtmtarily they draw near. Again 
he speaks : "I am Joseph, your brother, whom ye sold 
into Egypt." Perceiving their agitation, and Judah 
attempting to speak, but unable to do so> whilst 
amazement, fear, joy, and amazement again, are each 
in their turns visible in their countenances, he con- 
tinues : "Now, therefore, be not grieved nor angry with 
yourselves, that ye sold me hither : for Grod did send 
me before you to preserve life." And then he in-, 
forms them of the £v^ years of famine yet to come, 
and bids them hasten homewards to fetch their Luther, 
in order that they may all dwell near him in Egypt, 
in the best of the land, — ^the land of Groshen. Then 
coming close to them, he at length gratifies the long 
restrained desire of his heart, he falls upon his brother 
Benjamin's neck "and weeps ;" and Benjamin " weeps 
upon his neck." Oh! happy, happy time! Those 
tears which he sheds over his brother are tears of 
affection and of joy. Joseph is happy now that he has 
Benjamin; and Benjamin is happy now that he has 
found Joseph. "Moreover," he kisses "all his brethren 
and weeps upon them." Which of them can doubt 
now whether Joseph has forgiven them, as each feels 
his warm, his fond embrace? Their fears are quite 
dispelled, — dispelled by his love. True, they had hated 
him, — ^true, they had sold him ; but he has forgiven 
them, he loves them, and they, they cannot longer 
help it, they love him. Now they are at ease, his 
kindness encourages tkem to look him boldly in the 
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feoe and call him brother. Now they can calmly 
listen to the wondrous story of his servitude, of his 
imprisonment, and of the cause and occasion of his 
present exaltation. Now they can freely converse 
with him. And, oh, communion with their forgiving, 
loving brother, how sweet it is ! How pleasantly the 
moments fly! They had hoped to wring some little 
compassion, perhaps, from the stem viceroy ; but little 
did they anticipate so gracious a reception as they 
have met with, — and that, too, O wonder of wonders, 
from Joseph their brother ! Soon the news of the 
arrival of Joseph's brethren reaches the royal palace, 
and highly pleases the monarch and his courtiers. It 
may seem strange at first that none of the king's 
attendants felt any jealousy of these new comers; but 
then, when we reflect how extremely Joseph must 
have been loved by every Egyptian, the strangeness 
disappears. They would love his brethren for Joseph's 
sake. Pharaoh reiterates the command which Joseph 
had already given for his brethren to fetch their &ther, 
and directs that wagons shall be frimished them in 
order to assist them in their migration to the land of 
their brother. Specially Joseph is to enjoin them to 
disr^ard and leave behind them any property which 
may belong to them in their own country, assigning 
as a reason that the good of all the land of Egypt is 
theirs (Gren. xlv. 20). These instructions of his 
generous and grateftil sovereign Joseph gladly executes, 
and gives his brethren abundance of provision and 
new apparel. Then, eyeing them significantly, he 
says, " See that ye fall not out by the way," and so 
dismisses them. And, dear friends, as they wend their 
way homewards, and once again c^ait \>\i*aXi ^^^ Vsl 
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which such strange events have be&llen them, snrelj 
they cannot help contrasting the anxiety and grief to 
which, as they formeriy passed along that road, thej 
were the prey, with the joy and comfort of which thej 
are the subjects now. Then their thoughts revert to 
their fisither, and one exclaims, ^ Ah, he little knows 
the good news we have in store for him." "Probably,*' 
says another, '^ he is fearing we shall return without 
Benjamin; instead of which, we shall bring him tidingB 
of Joseph as welL" " Joseph !** say they, ** lord <rf all 
Egypt ! who ever could hare imagined this ? Well, 
the God of our £sitherB has not forsaken him. He has 
falfilled his word to him ! " " How cru^ was that 
wife of Potiphar !" one remarks. And then another 
adds, "Yes, but how much more cruel were we!" 
"Ah !" chimes in a third, " that was why he cautioned 
us to beware of quarreling on our way. He thought 
we should be angry with ourselves, and with one 
another, for selling him !" " To think," says Simeon, 
" that his imprisoning me was only to make us fed 
how cruel we had been to him !" " And that when he 
put the cup in my sack," continues Benjamin, "it was 
to discern whether you cared for me, and loved me !" 
"Well," observes Judah, "he has been kind to us!" 
" He has ! he has I" escapes from them all. " Truly, he 
is a good brother!" Their journey is a rapid and a 
pleasant one. Soon they near Canaan and the valley 
of Hebron. Yonder is Jacob coming to meet them. 
He descries Benjamin, and is happy. His sons, having 
presently come up with him, each more eager to be the 
bearer of the glad tidings, than considerate of its effects 
upon him, gather round him and declare, " Joseph is 
yet alive, and he \a go^envot over all the land of 
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Egypt." The news proves almost too much for the 
poor old man, it is so astounding and so fraught -with 
joy. But having listened to their story, and beheld 
the wagons which were sent to carry him, the almost 
forgotten dreams of his child recur to his mind, and 
he is convinced of the truth of their declarations. 
With a grateful, humbled spirit, he recognises how 
God has been better to him than his fears suggested, 
and exclaims, ''It is enough; Joseph my son is yet 
alive : I will go and see him before I die." 

No long time elapses ere, agreeable to the mandate 
of the kinff, they all depart from Hebron to spend the 
rest of S Uvi in the l^d over which Jose^rules. 
God had declared to Abraham that the Amorites 
were to possess the land of Canaan for four hujidred 
and thirty years more, ere his seed succeeded to the 
inheritance. It is worthy of observation here, as 
helping to prove how little chance directed these mat* 
teaca, that now exactly one half of that time had 
expired.* At Beersheba the Lord appears to Jacob, 
and encourages him in his leaving the promised land 
with the solemn assurance that he will bring his family 
back again to it. It was necessary that Jacob should 
go to Egypt in order that the glory of God might be 
manifested. The Israelites were not destined, by 
gradually multiplying, to obtain the land quietly and 
aUently. Cbd was determined to give it them in a 



* In round numbers 400 years (Gen. xv. 13—16), but more exactly, 480 
years (Gal. iU. 17). Now, flrom the call of Abraham to the birth of Isaac was 
25 years, firom the birth of Isaac to the birth of Jacob was 60 years, and Jacob 
WM 130 years old when he went down to Egypt: 25 years + 60 + 130 = 215 
years. Two hundred and fifteen years afterwards, the Lord, faithfUl to his 
promise, brought up Israel from Egypt: 215 years + 215 = 430 years (See 
Exodus xli. 40-42). 
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more public and autboritatiye manner. Many and 
great difficulties and dangers were to stand between 
tbem and it, in order tbat bis bigb band and bis out- 
stretcbed arm migbt be apparent in tbeir removal 
Tberefore does tbe providence of God lead Jacob into 
Egypt. Tbe number and tbe names of all bis fiunilj 
tbat come witb bim are i^imisbed us in Glenesis, chap- 
ter forty-six, in order tbat we may see tbat ectch cmd 
aU whom Joseph sevib for safdy a/nrwed. Not one is 
MISSING. Josepb quickly bears tbat bis £unily bave 
arrived in Egypt, and bastens to Gosben to meet tbem. 
Ob, wbat a meeting now takes place! Tbe sound of 
tbe viceroy's cbariot wbeels is beard, tbe car dasbes on, 
Jacob looks up and bebolds ons seated tberein, and, 
joy, it is bis Josepb ! Soon are tbey locked in eack 
otber's arms. Happy Josepb, 'tis well a flood of tears 
relieves tby bursting beart 1 Happy Jacob, tbou em- 
bracest tby long-lost son ! Wby dost tbou say to bim, 
" Now let me die, since I bave seen tby face, because 
tbou art yet alive"? Know, tbou art to dwell with 
Josepb in Gosben as long as be dwelt witb tbee in 
Canaan ! Now, O ye once afficted souls, is not God a 
£EiitbM, a dear, good God ? Has augbt of bis promise 
&;iled to tbee, O Josepb ? Did one trouble wbicb was 
not necessary for tby present welfexe, — did one such 
cross tby path? If the Lord, O Jacob, did remove 
tby child from tbee formerly, was it not in order that 
be migbt be restored to thee at this blissfiil time? 
Now, O all ye threescore and ten* souls, behold your 



'* Genesis xlvi. 27, states the number to be seventy. Acts Tii. 14, gives 
the number seventy-five. This seeming discrepancy arises from the dif> 
ferent modes of reclconing adopted. **Ail the souls that came with Jacob 
iato Egypt, which came out of hi& loins^ all the souls were threescort 
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brother in all his glory! The kings of the earth, ye 
see, are sustained by his bounty! His smile, ye 
behold, dif^ises happiness on every side ! O God, how 
marvellous are thy ways ! 

AU at length Ling comforted and rejoiced, every 
tear being wiped away, Joseph takes six of them, — ^his 
feAher and five of his brethren,— as the representatives 
of them aU, and conducts them into the palace and 
presence of Pharaoh. As for them, they tremble not 
to encounter the kinsf's £:aze : they remember the kind 
orders which he has dre^y^ven respecting them; and 
^ encouraged by the conLLness ^t L fevo^rit^ 
is their own Joseph. The monarch beholds them with 
delight. For a long time had he desired more amply to 
reward his fsiithful servant : at last it is in his power. 
To behave generously towards them, — the family 
of the man to whom he was so deeply obliged, — 
whilst it will yield himself the most exquisite pleasure, 
will at the same time be the very way in which he can 
most effectually mark his approbation of his services. 
He converses, therefore, most freely with them, weir 
comes them most cordially, and assigns the best of the 
land unto them. They spend the rest of their days in 
peace, in glory, and in bliss: which bEss they feel is 

and six/* Well, then, 

Tothis 66 

Add Jacob and Joseph 2 

Ephralm and Manasseh, Joseph's two sons . . 2 

70 (Gen. xlvl. 27). 

To this 66 

Add Jacob's sons nine wives, for the wives of 

Judah and Simeon were dead (Gen. xxxvii. 

12; andxlvi. 10) 9 

75 (AcU vii. 14). 
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consummated hj the constant presence and ever 
watchful care of their once rejected, but now pro- 
foundly loved and willingly obeyed Joseph. 

Such, dear friends, is the marvellous issue of the 
story of Joseph. Having accompanied him all through 
his troubles, you now witness their glorious termina- 
tion. God, you see, has indeed been with him. His 
king has delivered, has exalted, him. All power in 
Egypt and in the world is given unto him. Every- 
where his word is law. A starving world subsists 
upon his bounty. His brethren are safe with him; 
his home is their home, his honour is their honour, his 
smile is their delight. I venture, therefore^ now to ask 
you, do you not perceive that 

A GREATER THAN JoSEPH IS HERE 9 

Jesus knows what affliction is, as you have seen, bat 
God was with him, as you have also seen, and has 
delivered him out of all his troubles, and seated him 
at his own right hand in the heavenly places. That 
God alone who exalted Jesus being excepted, all things 
else in the wide universe are subjected to his sway 
(1 Cor. XV. 27). The highest intelligences of heaven 
obey his every behest with alacrity and joy. Worlds 
more numerous than are the sands upon the seashore 
depend entirely upon him. His stoutest enemies quail 
at the bare mention of his name. This greatness is 
his as Mediator, and he is equal to it, for he is God. 
But some timid soul may say, "Ah, Jesus has indeed 
arrived at the very zenith of greatness; but I fear 
lest that supreme majesty with which he is invested 
may cause him to forget me ! " Forget you ! how can 
he 1 He has still that same divine love which led him 
to become man in your \>e>ha.\£, he still retains that 
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same warm and affectionate heart which he possessed 
when he trod this earth. It was in love to yon, and 
me, and all his brethren, that he consented to become 
Mediator. It is on their account he still exercises 
that ofiS.ce, and wields that universal sceptre (2 Cor. 
iv. 15; 1 Cor. iii 21). In love to his brethren, and 
in order that he might be in aU things like unto them, 
he took their nature, and still does, and ever will, re- 
tain it : and think yon that time has chilled that love, 
or that change of place has changed him? ^^ Jesus 
Christ, the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever" 
(Heb. xiii. 8). He never will be satisfied until each 
and all his brethren, — every soul that was given to 
him, and for whom he shed his blood, — ^until every one 
of them has been brought to his home, to dwell in the 
mansion prepared for him, and to be with him for ever 
(John vi. 39). Listen to his words, " Father, I wiU 
that they also, whom thou hast given me, be with me 
where I am" (John xvii 24). "Ah," you reply, "that 
may be true; still I fear I am not one of those elect." 
Indeed ! who told you so ? Have you ascended into 
heaven, searched all through the book of life, and dis- 
covered that your name was not enrolled there 1 Has 
an angel from heaven told you so? If this be the 
case, let him be accursed (GraL i. 8). Is it declared in 
any one single page, chapter, or verse, of the word of 
€rod, that you are not elect ? -//"it is, you may well 
despcdr. But it is not. On the contrary, God does, 
in many passages of his word, assure you that you 
belong to Christ. For instance (Psalm ex. 3), " Thy 
peojde shall be willing in the day of thy power." No 
man, by nature, is willing to be saved in Christ's way. 
This is proved from the words, " ihall be ^"w\!^&a%V "^^ 
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which it is implied that the people of Christ, until he 
exerts his almighty « power," are unwilling. But it is 
said, they " shall be willing." Now, I do not ask you 
whether you have grace or not, for most probably if I 
did, you would reply, "I have not." But I ask, are you 
not desvrovs of grace ? Are you not willing for Christ 
to be your Brother, Husband, Priest, and King. Now, 
your answer is, " Yes, that I am ! " Who made you 
thus "willing," when God himself asserts that once 
you were not willing ? Who are they that are made 
willing 1 " Thy people," says God to his Son; Christ*8 
people, his brethren, his elect. Therefore, then, you 
are one of those happy souk, and the work which Gkxi 
hath begun in your heart, he wiU carry on (PhiL L 6). 
It is such as you he calls, to such as you his gracious 
invitations are directed. "Whosoever wUl^^ says he, 
" let him take the water of life freely." And God's 
biddings are enablings, as our Reformers were wont to 
say. Yea, more. It is plain to me that you, poor 
timid soul, love Jesus. You said you were afraid he 
would forget you. You still say you fear he will not 
pity you; for you are so very hard-hearted, so very 
vile ! Now, although I admit there is much unbelief 
in that fear of yours, yet still I affirm that it is 
manifest from your words that you love Jesus. "/ 
love Jesus !" you reply, "I wish I did." Exactly ! Now, 
whence does that longing after Jesus proceed, but from 
love to him? If you did not love him, you would 
hate him, and your language would be, " Depart from 
me, I desire not the knowledge of thy ways." If you 
did not love him, you would never feel any anxiety 
that he should love you. To long for Jesus to be thy 
/Saviour and thy Brot\ieT, t\i7 \i«wct. must have been 
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touched, thine eyes miist have been, at least, partially 
opened. Now tell me, would you not gladly give up 
anything, if you thought by retaining it you offended 
Christ 1 You feel you would. And is not that love 
indeed ? And is not that a proof that Christ regards 
thee with a tender eye and a loving heart. "We love 
him because he first loved us." And to be afraid 
because yon are hard-hearted, implies that you are not 
so hard-hearted as you imagine. But however des- 
perate yotir case may be, ever remember that the Son 
of Man came "to seek and to save that which was 
lost" (Luke xix. 10). 

Oh, dear friends, what a wretched state we are all 
in by nature ! We are " hateful, and hating one 
another" (Titus iii. 3). Our hearts are "enmity 
against God" (Roul viii. 7; James iv. 4). Not one 
is better than another. Every saint in heaven once 
hated Christ. Every one of his brethren is by nature 
in arms agamst him. There is not among them a 
single Reuben (Gren. xxxvii. 22), — I mean, not one 
who feels any affection for him imtil his heart is 
changed. Still Jesus loves them, and is determined 
to bring them all to love him. His grace is free, — ^his 
grace is almighty. Who can tell but that you, 
wretched pleasure-lover, — you, miserable worldling, — 
you, poor 'unbeliever, — ^yes, even you, shall be brought 
to Jesus, forgiven and saved ? His grace has arrested, 
many equally as unlikely as yourself. Abraham the 
idolater (Joshua xxiv. 2), Lot the incestuous, David 
the adulterer and murderer, Magdalene the harlot, 
the dying thief, Bunyan the swearer, Newton the 
blasphemer, ^cott the Socinian, are all before the 
throne of Christ. Read the ftt«»t ^jerv. Ncw«a» ^'l ^Ocl^ 
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thirty-third chapter of the second hook of ChronifikBy 
and yon will see what a wretch Manaaseh was; and 
yet grace snhdned him, and now he stands in heaven 
a monument of soyereign mercy. Panl set out to 
Damascus a persecutor of Christ; before^ however^he 
had arrived there, he had cried out, '^ Lord, what wilt 
thou have me to do ?" '^ Is anything too hard for the 
Lord ?" I tell you, then, that if you are within the 
folds of the everlasting covenant^ if you are one oi 
the Bedeemer*s brethren, however estranged from him 
you may be at present, yet when his time of convert- 
ing you has come, you, even you, shall be brought to 
your senses and your knees. Some he calls to the 
knowledge of himself in the first hour, some in the 
third, some in the sixth, some in the ninth, yea, and 
some in the eleventh hour of their lives. John the 
Baptist was filled with the Holy Ghost firom his 
mother's womb (Luke i. 15). The thief alluded to 
above was led to cry for mercy but a short time before 
he died (Luke xxiii. 42). Thou art twenty years old, 
and thou art thirty, and thou sixty, and thou seventy, 
— and has not grace changed thy heart yetl What 
if it should pass over thee, and thou wert left to reap 
the condign punishment of thy sins ! Oh, terrible 
thought ! Then cry mightily to God for mercy : 
''ask and it sJuill be gwen you; seek and T£ shall 
Jmd ; knock and it ahaXi he opened wnJto you." God 
will give his Holy Spirit to every one in the wide 
world that asks him for it (Luke xi. 9 — 13). Not a 
single applicant for mercy shall be rejected. Not one 
that comes to Jesus will he cast out (John vi 37). 
Jesus cast out a poor, seeking sinner ! It is quite 
foreign to his nature. H.e mil t^^vvq him, he wHl 
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embrace him, he wiU forgive him fully, &eely, and for 
ever. Thia is the great purpose for which God has 
exalted him to be the Prince and Saviour, namely, 
"to give repentance unto Israel, and remission of sins** 
(Acts V. 31). Hast thou, then, a hard heart ? Go to 
Jesus; he can soften it, he can change it, and he vnUy 
if thou dost ask him (Ez. xxxvi. 26). 

But, further, it would be useless for Jesus to wait 
until sinners sought him. If he were^ not one human 
soul would care to ask him for mercy. He must seek 
us first; for until he does, we remain "dead in tres- 
passes and sins." No man can come to Christ until 
he is drawn. This Christ himself declares (John vL 
44). Hence, now, by his Holy Spirit, he touches the 
heart of one sinner, and now of another. The means 
which he uses is invariably his own word* (1 Peter i 
23), and generally the preaching of that word (1 Cor. 
L 21). This means may appear very simple, consider- 
ing the sublime end to be effected; but, my brethren, 
whenever God is pleased to make use of means, they 
are ever found to be simplicity itse]£ " By the word 
of the Lord were the heavens made, and all the host 



* We hear much in our day about Baptismal Regeneration. I feel it my 
duty here to warn all of believing this dogma. I believe it has ruined as 
many, if not more, souls, than any other heresy that Satan has brought into 
the church. I do not believe that Baptism ever changed the heart of one man 
yet, or that it was ever designed to do so by its divine Institutor. It was 
inteoded, in my opinion, to be the door of admission into the outward church, 
to be the solemn and public profession of the faith supposed to exist previously 
in the heart. Here is the apostle, in the passage above quoted (1 Peter i. 23), 
writing to itrangers scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, C^>padocia, Asia, 
and Bythinia. Is it \ike\j that he knew personally every one of all these ? Npt 
only knew them, but was acquainted also with all the different means, if they 
were diflRarent, by which chey were brought to supplicate fbr mercy? And 
yet he assures diem, one and all, that if they are born again, they are bom 
again by the word of God. Surely this assertion proceeds on the hypothesis 
that the means of rageneratlcn is one. 
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of them by the breath of his mouth". (Ps. xxxiiL 6). 
The cradle of Bethlehem was the b^inniiig of that 
stupendous work of mercy, which shall issue in the 
bringing of many sons nnto glory. The preaching of 
the gospel God has not entrusted to angels, but to 
men; and to such men too as the world in its wisdom 
is wont to despise (2 Cor. iv. 7). Of this gospel fisher- 
men were the first heralds; and when Popery folded it 
in her deadly embrace, an humble monk succeeded in 
rescuing it. So, again, ofbtimes you listen to a dis- 
course and enjoy it : it is printed, you read it and are 
disappointed. Yet it is the very same discourse which, 
when delivered, so touched you. Whence, then, this 
disappointment ? Because you anticipated that same 
effect from the reading which God has attached to the 
listening. The preaching of the Cross is the power of 
God, and the lever which he makes use of in the con- 
version and sanctification of his people. Oh, when 
the Spirit of God first applies the word to a sinner's 
heart, how great a change takes place ! A change 
that shall outlive time, — a change as abiding as the 
word of the Lord itself Previously the sinner 
was secure and at ease; now he is alarmed and un- 
happy. He tries in every way to throw off his terrors, 
and to assume his wonted carelessness, but in vain. 
Wherever he goes that word follows him, haunts him, 
and palls all his pleasures. Dismayed, he betakes him- 
self to a round of duties and observances; but neither 
attention to these, although performed far more strictly 
than ever before, serves in any degree to pacify his 
now really alarmed conscience. Again and again does 
he strive most earnestly to keep the holy law, hut 
increasing light {rom a\>ovQ ambles him more clearly 
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to perceive the length and breadth of its every com- 
mand; he finds that that law reaches to the thoughts 
and intents of the heart; and that it is so extremelj 
strict, as to pronoimce a curse npon every one who, 
observing it carefully, &ils in his obedience in only 
one point. Nor is this all. He discovers also the 
wretched imperfection of his best services, and his 
many, many short-comings. His conscience can get no 
ease; hell yawns at his feet. Yows and resolutions 
are made one upon another; but yet, try his hardest^ 
still he breaks them. The more he aims to be righteous, 
the more he discovers himself a sinner. Kow, too, 
many old sins, which he had long since forgotten, come 
like so many spectres from another world and increase 
bis terrors. He would &in pause and consider; but 
then those tremendous words, "CW«erf is every one 
that eontwmeth not in aU things which are written in 
the book of the law to do them" (GaL ill 10),' — ^these 
anew urge him on. Again and again he attempts to 
climb the hill Perfection ; sometimes for a little season 
he appears to make a little progress, only to be again 
and again precipitated into the mire beneath. And 
now he folds his hands in agony, and believes himself 
verily destined for hell. He has tried this and thai^ 
yea, and every avenue of escape of which he can coQr 
ceive, and has miserably £uled in all: hell seems 
nearer to him than ever. All things he imagines to 
be against him. The thought, — ^Thou art a sinner, 
thou art a sinner deserving eternal damnation, — ^this 
thought pursues him constantly. The word, like a 
-barbed arrow, has fsistened on his heart, and every 
■attempt to remove it only serves to rankle and increase 
the wound which it made, like \i\y& ^"^ckrl '^^\uadSEv 

T 
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mentioned by the evangelist, he is " nothing bettered, 
but rather grows worse '* (Mark y. 26). Biis case ap- 
pears desperate; he feels utterly at a loss what to do. 
But now he hears a voice wholly unlike all he had 
heard before. A voice sounding from Calvary reaches 
his ear and reverberates through his heart, — and, oh, 
how sweet are the words to his oppressed, despairing 
soul, — ^ Come unto me, poor, heavy-laden sinner, and 
I will give you rest " (Matt. xL 28), To go to Jesus, 
— ^what a new idea is this to him. He had always 
called Jesus his Saviour before, but he understood not 
what he said. Jesus give me rest, thinks he, then 
there is hope for me ! Now with renewed diligence 
he again sets himself to work, in order that he may 
take something to Jesus to recommend him. He 
watches, he &sts, he prays, he reads, he gives alms, in 
order that he may find himself growing in grace and 
somewhat holier, and thus and then venture to apply 
to Jesus. But all to no purpose. This daubing the 
wall with untempered mortar (Ezekiel xiii. 10), this 
building with battlements which are not the Lord's 
(Jer. V. 10), is all of no use; "a stormy wind" blows 
all down. His case is truly dangerous, and, there/oref 
poor fool, he waits to get a little better ere he seeks 
the physician. But the Saviour loves him, and pre- 
serves him by his secret grace from this delusion, which 
has ruined myriads. "Without money and without 
price" is a warning that ever rings in his ears. "They 
that be whole need not a physician, but they that are 
sick," is a declaration that encourages him. And, 
truly, he needs encouragement, for he finds he makes 
no progress; he feels empty, sinful, wretched, and it is 
Aard to go to ChiiBt t\i\\&. Hi^ ^ovxLd fain bring some 
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few good works to Jesus, but he feels he has none, and 
he learns that as long as he stays away he can have 
none, that this is the work of God, to believe in him 
whom he hath sent (John vL 29). But to go with a 
heart full of sin, and with an oppressed and accusing 
conscience, and without one single good work,— how 
can he? Ah, he knows not that it is the Lord himself 
drawing him ! He knows not that a Brother, united 
to him by the bond of an everlasting covenant, that 
such a Brother is on the throne of grace longing to 
receive him. with open arms. At length, impelled by 
necessity and a deep sense of misery, and enabled by 
sovereign grace, he takes the decisive step. ^'K I 
perish," thinks he, " I perish." To the crucified One 
he goes for mercy. This is his language: ''Jesus, 
Saviour, have mercy on me. Be merciful to me a sin- 
ner." His eye is directed to Calvary. He beholds 
One hanging there, — ^his face is wan, his eye is glassy, 
his hands are nailed, his side is pierced. Something 
whispers in his soul, " Thus was I crucified for thee; 
this I bore for thee; thy sins be forgiven thee." He 
thinks of his sins, but they terrify no longer; their 
weight has gone, his heart is relieved, peace flows into 
his souL Now does he cease from working for salva- 
tion, the finished work of Christ charms and ravishes 
him. Now he delights to gaze upon the wondrous 
Cross. Now he feels the blood of Jesus to be inex- 
pressibly rich and precious. Now can he calmly look 
around him and say, ''Who is he that condemneth? 
It is Chnst that died, — ^yea, rather, that is risen again, 
who is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh 
intercession for us." 

But forgiveness and peace are not t\kfe o\^^ W^assss^sg^ 
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which he so freely obtains from this graciotis Savionr. 
The consciousness that the Lord was holy, yea, of purer 
eyea than to behold iniquity, whilst that he hunself 
was in every way a sinner, this had oft distressed him. 
But now this Brother arrays him in change of raimeait, 
— raiment taken from his own costly waardrobe. That 
righteousness is now put upon him which I have ez" 
plained in chapter five, as being the righteousness of 
Gk)d. He wanted a righteousness, and now truly he 
has one, — one exceeding his most sanguine expectations. 
The moment before he went to Jesus he was as filthy 
as sin could make him; the moment afterwards, he is 
washed in the blood and clothed in the righteousneBS 
of Jesus, and is, being arrayed in this rigkieausness, as 
holy as God himself. What an infinite change is this ! 
Then, too, it had ofb been his grief that his heart was 
so hard, his affections so cold, and his repentances so 
legal. But as he gazes upon that Gross, this cause also 
of grief is removed. How can his heart continue 
hard as he contemplates the goodness of this Saviour 
of his : so good that when he was an enemy to him, he 
loved him, and loved him with such a love as led him 
to hang there for him ? How can he not repent, when 
he finds that by his sins he has crucified his Saviour, — 
that that dear good Lord, who had loved him with an 
everlasting love, and who by his loving-kindness had 
been drawing him (Jer. xxxi. 3), — ^that this gracious 
Saviour has received in return from him nothing but 
hostility and deep-rooted enmity ? It was a look from 
Jesus which had subdued the hard-heartedness of 
Peter (Luke xxii. 61), and it was a look from this same 
Jesus which also melted his heart. How different were 
the means used by 3o»ep\i to iVo^fe \ss«d by Jesus to 
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Wing fiis brethren to repentance. Joseph, to convince 
lus brethren of their guilt, afflicted them; Jesus, to 
convince his, afflicts hianadf. And how much more 
effectual is the method of Jesus, every believer can 
himself testify. That hymn of I>r. Watts which 
begins, — 

<*Ala8, and did my Saviour bleed?" 

contains the true doctrine concerning gospel repentance. 
"When I was ignorant of Christ," says Luther some- 
where, "no word more frightened me than the word 
repent ; but after Christ revealed himself to my soul, no 
word could be sweeter, no employment more pleasant." 

What a cordial reception, then, does the seeking 
sinner meet with from Christ ! What a fr'ee pardon 
does he receive ! How differently does Jesua behave to 
him than, in his unbelief he had anticipated. He was 
afr^d he would spurn him from his presence, instead 
of which Jesus coxdd treat no one more kindly than 
he has treated him. But besides all this, he had indeed 
heard that Jesus was a liberal and gracious Saviour, 
but then he was wholly ignorant how intimately and 
how eternally he was related to him. And even now 
be is &,r from understanding and realising this. Still, 
however, now he wonders at the excessive loving- 
kindness of this Saviour, but dares not yet set it 
down to the right cause. Every man by nature is an 
Arminian and a Papist. It is quite impossible for an 
unconverted man to comprehend the love of Christ, 
in its fr^eeness, fulness, and unchangeableness. And 
when grace first takes the sinner in hand, all his 
ignorance and darkness is not immediately removed. 
He has to learn much more of his own vileness and of 
Christ's preciousness, ere he can at 8Ji\ i&»^iWESl^^^\soc» 
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fistthomable love of Christ. Hence you may often 
meet babes in grace, and spiritual dwar&, earnest ad- 
vocates of freewill and random salvation. David was 
an old and experienced believer when he made that 
memorable declaration : '^ Although my house be not 
so with God; yet he hath made with me an everlasting 
covenant, ordered in all things, and sure : for this is 
all my salvation, and all my desire." "These," says 
the chronicler, were "the last words of David" (2 Sam. 
xxiiL 1 — 5). The holy Baxter, too, when he came to 
die, being reminded by b, friend of all his good works, 
shook his head and replied, "Do not tell me of my 
good works, I have had too much to do with them 
already." It is because of this progressive charactar 
of the Spirit of God's work, that Jesus does not ordi- 
narily take his people to heaven immediately after he 
has converted them. They are to learn the plague of 
their own hearts, they are to be shaken out of all con- 
fidence in themselves, they are to be much more effec- 
tually, deeply, and experimentally convinced, that 
salvation is all of grace ; grace to begin with, grace 
to proceed with, grace to end with. And if the Lord 
is pleased occasionally to deviate from this rule of his, 
and take the sinner to himself soon after he has 
changed his heart, yet you may observe how very 
rapid is the work of grace in such cases : how speedily 
they advance in the knowledge of themselves, and of 
Christ Jesus their Lord. This, as I have already 
pointed out in chapter six, was the mode of the 
Spirit's procedure with the dying thief. 

Well, then, being converted, Jesus sends them back 
again into the world. He has renewed and melted 
their hearts, he has ^^axdoii^^ >i\v^\£ ^\\^^ W hajs saved 
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their souls. He has given them peace, and a promise 
of daily grace to sustain and preserve them. All this 
is for nothmg. Like Joseph of old he refuses to take 
any money in payment (Compare Gen. xliL 25 with 
Isaiahi Iv. 1). He lays, however, this charge upon 
them : "Go home to thy friends, and tell them how 
great things the Lord hath done for thee, and hath 
had compassion on thee" (Mark v. 19). These words 
were originally spoken to one from whom Jesus had 
cast out two thousand devils, and who, sitting at his 
feet, clothed and in his right mind, wanted to be with 
Jesus ever afterwards. Thus does the Lord treat 
nearly all his people, he does great things for them, 
and when they, perceiving his graciousness, desire ever 
to be with him, he bids them go and proclaim his glory 
by their lips and lives. And when they fear to return 
to the world, lest they should faR away from him 
again and grieve him, he comforts them with the 
assurance, "/ will never leave thee^^ (Heb. xiii. 5). 
Not content therewith, he intercedes on their behalf 
with his Father thus : "I pray, — ^not that thou should- 
est take them out of the world, but that thou should- 
est keep them from the evil" (John xviL 15). And 
his prayer is heard, like as it was when he prayed for 
Peter : that apostle's Mth did not entirely fJEiil, though 
so terribly assaulted. 

Here, then, dear christian friends, is our work whilst 
in this world away from Jesus,— to glorify him who 
hath saved us with so great a salvation. Poor dis- 
tressed souls we are to point to Jesus, telling them of 
the efficacy of his blood, which we have ourselves ex- 
perienced. Thus the Psalmist proclaims, " Come and 
hear, all ye that fear God, and I will declare wb&t Vse^ 
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hath done for my soul" (Psahn bcvi. 16). And, agun, 
^ O taste and see that the Lord is good: UeaBed is the 
man that tmsteth in him " (Psalm xxxiy. 8). Aaix 
the world, when thej behold xa, they are to be stmdc 
with the wonders grace has wrought in ns : th^ aie to 
marvel, perceiving that we have been with Jeans ( Aets 
iv. 13), and be constrained to acknowledge the striking 
difference between onr present and our past life 
(1 Peter iv. 4). Thns shiJl they be led themselves to 
yield a forced tnbnte of praise to Jesus onr Savionr. 

But Jesus does not resign the care of oar glorifying 
him into our hands. He himself xmdertakes that we 
shall glorify him : and glorify him, too, not only before 
men, but also in the sight of all those angelic intelli- 
gences that wait on him, the principalities and powers 
in heavenly places. By us, his church, they are to 
learn his manifold wisdom, his unsuULed purity, his 
unutterable love (Eph. iii. 10). Ofttimes, I believe^ 
we glorify him most when we ourselves are unconscious 
that we are glorifying him at all Oh, surely, as those 
bright beings look down on us, they are constrained 
frequently to exclaim, " Wherefore dost thou love such 
sinners at all 1 How couldst thou love them so much 
as to die in their stead ? O that all the love of God 
should be exhausted on them ! " Then, ever and anon, 
as one sinner after another is brought to the knowledge 
of the truth, they behold the riches of his grace 
lavished on the most unlikely, the most wayward, the 
most rebellious individuals, in order that the more re- 
nown may redound to God in taking such desperate 
characters in hand, and in training them up to 
be like himself They mark such souls led to lisp 
to Ood for mercy, and tbea their astonished language 



THE SAYIOUB OF THE BRETHREN. 281 

is like that of their Lord himself, '^ Behold, he prajeth." 
They see the Lord frequently delay ere he answers the 
prayers of those petitioners : and now their wonder is 
vastly increased in that, instead of those being induced 
thereby to cease from knocking, by secret grace in 
their hearts, they are enabled to persevere in knocking 
louder. Again, when they see us wretched unbelievers 
led to confide in God and to trust in Christ, how 
greatly must they maxveL For although to trust in 
Christ presumptuously is very easy to an unconverted 
man who is ignorant how great a sinner he is, yet for 
one enlightened by the Spirit of God, and who feels 
that all his righteousness is as filthy rags (Isaiah Ixiv. 
6), for such an one to rest on the blood of Christ, and 
to dare to go ernpty to Christ, to go with nothing but 
sin,— oh, this is very, very difficult. To work such 
&ith as this in us, is said, comparatively speaking, to 
be difficult even for God (Eph. i. 19). Tea, Jesus 
himself who gives this fidth, is himself reported to 
have marveled at Ins actings (Luke vii. 9 ; Matt. xv. 
28). And if He sees cause to admire Ins own work, 
how much more may not his servants ! Then, further, 
they see us abandoned sinners jnstified in an instant: 
one moment sini^ and then the next our every sin 
washed away in the blood of the Lamb. Yea, they 
see such sinners panting, struggling after holiness and 
Qod, as the hart, the most thirsty of animals, pants 
after the water-brooks (Psalm xlii. 1). They watch 
us, who are prone to sin by nature, ofttimes sorely 
tempted by Satan, yet resisting him and partially 
overcoming. The bruised reed, they see, is not broken, 
the smoking flax is not quenched ! And if sometimes 
we do succumb and yield to out &rc\i-cni<sa£^^^ ^<s<rvc:K^ 
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they notice how unhappy we are until oar feet have 
been restored to the paths of peace. They notices^ too, 
the patience and the tenderness of the Redeemer in 
taking such wondrous care of wretches so vile as we aia 
Oh; how great is his forbearance, mercy, and love, to- 
wards us ! What pains (if I may so speak) does he not 
take with us to bring us back to him when we have 
wandered ! And when, through grace inclining us, we 
again resolve to return to our Jesus, and when holy 
angels watch us again venturing to supplicate for 
mercy, again getting comfort through his blood, oh, 
how much must they learn hence of the unuttOTable 
glory of their Master, in enabling them thus to seek 
him, and in pardoning them again, and again, and yet 
again, when they have sought him. For, oh, my 
brethren, if it was hard for us to go to Christ at first, 
how much more difficult is it to return to him after 
we have wandered, and again trust in his pardoning 
mercy. For when we were unconverted, our sins were 
not the thousandth part so great as they are when, 
having been pardoned, we again wander. For then we 
sin against such light, and love, and manifested mercy, 
as we could not do in our natural state. And yet, 
with all the heavy load of guilt and of felt ingratitude 
upon our consciences, we are enabled and drawn by 
our loving and adorable Saviour again and again to 
enter into his presence, and to seek and to find mercy. 
The angels watch his grace anew breaking our stony 
hearts, scattering all our doubts, chasing away all our 
unbelief, warming our souls again with his love, and 
filling us with gratitude, and joy, and peace, constrain- 
ing us ourselves to tear away every idol from our 
nffectiona, in order tihat \ie aX.on'a Twa?3 t^ij^gi over us: 
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they mark our eyes suffiised with truly penitential 
tears; the tide of joy rises higher in their souls; anew 
they touch their melodious harps and sing that blessed 
song^ " Great and marvellous are thy works, Lord God 
Almighty; just and true are thy ways, thou King of 
Saints " (Rev. xv. 3). 

Sinning, repenting, evil-resisting; sinning, repenting, 
evil-resisting, — such, dear Mends, is the wayward life 
of a christian here on earth! He hates sio, and yet 
commits it! (Eom. viL 14 — 25.) He loves God, and 
yet wanders from him ! Would you not imagine that 
the Saviour would at last become wearied with his 
backslidings, and refuse to pardon him any morel 
Well, indeed, you may. The christian himself often 
wonders at the Lord's patience with him. But as he 
advances in the divine life, and in the knowledge of 
the sacred word, he comes to understand more of that 
eternal covenant which Jehovah, in his Trinity of 
persons, was pleased to enter into with his own 
glorious Self for aU his people's salvation, and for his 
as one of them. He begins to perceive how nearly 
and intimately related are all his people to their Cove- 
nant Head, the Lord Jesus Christ ; — that they are his 
purchased possession, and he is their God; — that they 
are his bride, and he is their Husband; — ^that they are 
his brethren, and that he is their elder Brother (Heb. 
iL 11 — 17). And sometime in their lives this gracious 
Brother is pleased to manifest himself unto their souls 
in a peculiar and blessed manner (John xiv. 21— 23). 
To some he reveals himself whilst they are on their 
knees before him; they feel drawn out to pray to him 
more earnestly than they ever did before; when, lo^ 
their prayers are turned into pxsi^ae^ \gt«£ft Vs^^i^sfv- 
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ceivable is poured infco their souls, Jesus shews hiTnftelf 
to the eye of their &ath in a most glorious and oom- 
fi>rtable manner; every fear of theirs instantly vanishes, 
being dispelled by his gracious smile. Sometimes this 
grace is so overpowering, that some &voured souls 
have had to ask the Lord to stay his hand, for fear 
their little earth^i vessel, which could contain no 
more joy, should burst. And ofttimes, too, those poor 
doubting souls who have been nearly all their lifetime 
subject to bondage, and to doubts and fear, but a little 
before their death, occasionally cmly a few hours <x 
even minutes, have been comforted with such a 
gracious declaraticm of the Ix^rd's love, that they have 
felt heaven begun in their souls whilst yet on earth. 
Not that I mean to discourage any poor soul who has 
not enjoyed this. Oh, no ! To such an one I would 
say, take heed to the Lord's direction contained in 
Isaiah L 10. Here is a promise written for thee: 
''They shall not be ashamed that wait for me*' 
(Isaiah xlix. 23). But I mean to say that, when 
Jesus is thus pleased to manifest himself to one of his 
people, they then have the full explanation affcuxled 
them as to the reason of the Lord's forbearance with 
them: they find that he is their own dear and adorable 
Brother. Whi/ he should have condescended to have 
become their Brother is quite another question, and 
one which, I believe, will never, can never, be ade- 
quately answered, — ^no, not in heaven. But having 
become their Brother, the reason of his tender treat- 
ment of them is explained. '' I am the Lord,*' says ho, 
" I chcmge not; there/ore ye sons of Jacob are not ocm- 
sumed" (Mai. iii. 6). As much as to say, "I am 
j^our Brother from ever\aat\xi% ijtw . V\mu %Z\ and am 
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determined ever to behave as such. I wiU heal your 
backslidings, I toiU love you freely (Hosea xiv. 4). I 
have a Brother's love towards you, and ever shall have" 
(Heb. xiii. 8). Yes, yes, it is true Jesus Christ is our 
Husband, our Brother, and loves us like his Father 
does, with an infinite, eternal, unchangeable love. 

But mark, when Jesus pardons us, and when he 
manifests himself to us, he never reminds us of our 
ungratefrd treatment of him. Wayward and perverse 
we may be, ungrateful towards our best and dearest 
Friend we often are, but when we go to Jesus, he 
fully, freely, lovingly forgives us, and invariably with- 
out one harsh or unkind word. When he forgives, he 
forgives like Jesus, so as himself only could and would 
forgive. And herein, my brethren, he differs most 
remarkably from Joseph. When Joseph manifested 
himself to his brethren, he encouraged them with 
many tender and affectionate words. But yet ther^ 
was one expression contained in his address which 
undoubtedly must have touched them to the quick, 
and caused them exquisite pain. When he declared 
to them, *' I am Joseph, your brother," he also added, 
''whom ye sold into Egypt^ Considering the amaze- 
ment and terror with which on that occasion they 
were possessed, they needed aU the consolation which 
it was in lus power to administer. But these words, 
betraying, as they do, a want of delicacy on his part, 
and of consideration for their feelings, in thus remind- 
ing them of that black page in their history, — ^these 
words, I say, form a striking contrast to the behaviour 
of Jesus towards us his people. When he forgives, he 
casts all our sins behind his back (Isaiah xxxviii. 17)^ 
he hurls them to the bottom oi t\ie ^efti i^\e»5cL^rv3L A^. 



286 THE SAVIOUB OF THE BRETHBEN. 

Nor is this all, where our sins have abounded, his 
grace much more abounds (Eom. v. 20). Thus, witness 
the conduct of Jesus after the resurrection. Knowing 
how disconsolate his disciples were whilst they imagined 
they had lost their beloved Master, he sent them a 
message fraught with comfort, and without one single 
hint at their previous cowardice (John xx. 17). Yea, 
and not only so, but as Peter had more grievously 
sinned against him than the others had, his name was 
expressly mentioned by an angel, doubtless at his 
Lord's direction, in order to re-assure and console that 
apostle (Mark xvi. 7). Grace, grace, all is of grace ! 

Oh, what a good and gracious Saviour then is Jesus ! 
How he does love us ! He loves us now with the 
same love as when he first undertook our ransom; he 
will love us eternally as much as he loves us now. 
He longs to have us all at home with himself that he 
may rest in his love, and that we may be happy with 
him. But that glorious passage in Zephaniah (iii 17), 
is yet prophecy : " The Lord thy God in the midst of 
thee is mighty; he will save, he will rejoice over thee 
with joy; he will rest in his love, he will joy over thee 
with singing." Still many, very, very many, of his 
people are already with him. He begun by taking 
Abel, and he has been busily engaged in receiving 
sinners to himself ever since. And he will have aU 
his people with him : such is his own will (John xviL 
24), and such is his Father's (John. vi. 39). Not one, 
no, not the youngest, weakest believer must be lost, or 
left behind. Every elect soul must be brought home. 
God has promised that Christ shall '^see of the travail 
of his soul, and shall be satisfied" (Isaiah liii. 11). 
-But, however, many oi wa ^\io ^o \idssv>k% to him, are 
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yet in the world. Brother Abel, brother Enoch, 
brother Abraham, brother David, brother Peter, brother 
Paul, have arrived safe. Now they are with their 
elder Brother. But we must be with him too. He 
loves us as much as he loves them. Yet he continues 
us here for a little season, in order that we may be the 
means of bringing others to his throne of mercy, who 
have never sought him yet. This will add to our joy 
when presently with him, namely, that we each brought 
others to him (See John i. 40 — 46). Meanwhile, he 
supplies us with abundance of every good thing to 
help us on our way. Not only has he changed our 
raiment (Zech. ii. 1 — 5, with Matt. xxii. 11), not only 
is he continually giving us fresh grace, — ^grace equal to 
our daily need, — ^but he has also given us various 
means for lightening our journey and rendering our 
pilgrimage pleasanter. Oftentimes we feel comforted 
and strengthened when we meet at his throne of grace, 
often, also, when we gather around his table. Would 
that whilst away from him we more frequently remem- 
bered his exhortation, " See that ye fall not out by the 
way;" or, clothed in New Testament language, "Love 
one another as I have loved you." But, alas, in these 
days of abounding profession, christians too oft mix 
with the world and love its children, provided that 
they worship in the same or like sanctuary as them- 
selves, and frequently, yea, ordinarily, look shy of their 
real brethren, if they do not. Some slight difference 
in opinion, in position, in circumstances, is wont, 
now-a-days, to form an almost impassable chasm 
between the brethren of the Lord Jesus. Truly, truly, 
iniquity abounds, and the love of many, who once 
promised fair, has waxed cold, A3a^ "^^ "^^ ^SsisS^ 
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soon be at home with our Brother, whose love is so 
infinite and immntable. There will be no shyness 
then, no distance then. We shall love Jesus so 
very intensely that when we behold another beloved 
by him, our whole souls will love him too. Great 
indeed will be our delight to be surrounded by 
those who are loved by Jesus. Oh, to think that we 
shall be encircled on all sides by myriads of happy 
souls on whom the love of €k>d and of Christ has 
been lavished equally as on ourselves. To behold, too, 
all those filled with the intensest love towards Bjm 
whom we also love intensely. Oh, joy! 

Soon, too. He will come. When the number of his 
elect shall have been accomplished, when the last 
&voured soul shall have been taught b^ the blessed 
Spirit that Jesus, his own Jesus, lives for him, then 
will the sound of his chariot wheels be heard as he 
descends the empyrean and alights in the mid-air. 
The world is only spared as long as God has his Lots 
in it. They are the salt of the earth. But they 
themselves are continually crying, " Lord Jesus, come 
quickly." And not even to that prayer shall God 
always appear to slumber. Yes, that day, that joyful, 
that terrible day approaches. The trumpet sounds. 
Its clang reverberates through all the chambers of the 
dead, and reanimates the dust of aU those who have 
fikllen asleep in Jesus. The dead in Christ arise. The 
east, the west, the north, the south, yea, and the briny 
ocean too, each and all contribute to swell that multi- 
tude " which no man can number." Some were burnt 
to death, and their kshes scattered to the four winds 
or cast into an adjacent river. Still all is restored to 
them. The costly maaao\evfli!k& oi ^Jcl^^ ^^thy were 
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utterly superfluous. The Lord knoweth them that 
are his; knoweth, too, where every particle of their 
bodies is deposited. All that belongs to them is 
precious in his eyes. Suddenly, as in a moment, a 
change passes upon every living saint. Their poor 
mortal bodies become instantly clothed with immor- 
tality. The body of sin has gone. They look upwards, 
and, O rapture! they see Jesus. Yes, it is Jesus 
himsel£ They know him by his gracious look, by his 
beneficent smile. Sweetly, irresistibly, each is escorted 
upwards by angels to meet the Lord. Oh, what 
myriads throng the air. Countless millions cluster 
round the Lamb on every side. There, now, Jesus at 
last has all his people with him. Well have the 
angels done their work. Not one elect soul is missing: 
all are gathered. They knew them by the seal of the 
living God upon them (Eph. i. 13). Oh, how happy 
all are. Jesus is happy, for at length he has his bride, 
his people. He beholds that church for whom he 
underwent so much, and, lo, every member is present. 
He is satisfied. His people are happy, for now they 
are with Jesus. No sin now harasses them. Unin- 
terruptedly they enjoy Jesus. Presently the Saviour 
descends. His saints follow him. His foot rests on 
Olivet. "Out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword." 
With it he slays the nations of the ungodly (Rev. 
xix. 15). Then follows the glorious millennium as 
described in the eighth chapter. At the close of that, 
Satan is allowed to make one last insane and desperate 
attempt against the Bedeemer's glory. Those nations 
of the wicked who were miraculously slain by the 
Saviour when he first visibly assumed the sceptre of 
the world are now miraculously restored to \^<i. ^^>£ss®^ 

u 
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Satan gathers together into one vast army, with the 
intent to storm Jerusalem, where the King and his 
saints dwell. But vengeance no longer slumbers. Fire 
from Gk)d devours them.* And now is beheld the 
great white throne. Jesus, the Judge of quick and 
dead, arrayed in his divine majesty, is seated thereon. 
How terrible his look ! If the countenanoe of an 
angel on the resurrection mom resembled the lurid 
lightning (Matt, xxviii. 3), well may we believe that 
the countenance of the angers Lord is ''as the sun 
shineth in his strength" (Rev. i 16). Heaven and 
earth cannot encounter his gaze: they flee away in 
consternation (Eev. xx. 16). All creation la gathered 
before him : not one intelligent being is absent. The 
elect angels, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or 
principalities, or powers, are all in attendance on their 
King. There, also, are Satan and his host. That 
ghastly crew of spirits had once in heaven spumed 
the righteous sway of God's eternal Son; they, in the 
person of their chief, had invaded the purity of Eden's 
garden, and had brought sin and death into the world, 
and aU our woe; they were the instigators of those 
who crucified the Saviour; and they have been the 
constant and most bitter enemies of all his blood- 
bought people: now at his dread tribunal are they 
unwillingly present in order to receive their tremendous 
sentence. The saints of the Lord shall put their 



* It may seem strange that these enemies of the Lord should be restored to 
life, seeing that, so speedily afterwards, they are again slain. Yet Revelation, 
chap. XX., expressly asserts that such will be the case. Probably God, by 
thus raising them, intends to make it manifest that neither death, nor the 
state which succeeds death, at all changes character: — that the lost, were 
tbey permitted to return to this world, would agahi commence those wicked 
practices in which they were ptooMd!ai% v)\i«a^»i&\^ overtook them. 



THE SAVIOUB OF THE BRETHREN. 291 

feet upon the necks of those devik who formerly 
harassed them (Eom. xvi. 20). The wicked, too, are all 
there. Their bodies, also, are restored to them, and are 
fitted now to endure torments such as previously 
would have dissolved them in an instant. The eyes of 
an assembled universe are fixed on Jesus. Some are 
pale with suspense, others are filled with ecstatic joy. 
These are ranged on his right hand, those on his left. 
At this grand and awful moment the reproach of his 
Cross is for ever annihilated. From the lips of the 
Man of Sorrows is to proceed the irrevocable and 
eternal destiny of aU men. Now the Saviour, turning 
to his people, bids them ''come to him." This word is 
not new to them; they had oft heard it when on earth 
sounding in their hearts. Even then they had begun 
to ''come" to him, and they had found that the more 
intimately acquainted they were with him, the more 
joy had possessed their souls. When once they had 
"come" to him, the cry first escaped their hearts, 
"Jesus, my God, bring me nearer to Thee!" And the 
nearer they lived to Jesus, the intenser did that cry 
become. The knowledge of Jesus and his precious 
love had produced not satiety, but appetite. Hence, 
by this word so solemnly pronounced, he increases 
their joy ten thousand fold. He causes their spirits to 
press on ten thousand times more speedily towards the 
full knowledge of his love. Whilst, on the other 
hand, those who had spumed his love, and who, in 
heart and life had ever said to him, "Depart from 
us," those he takes at their word, to those he also 
says, "Depart horn, me." And if these wretches were 
miserable before, through having hearts estranged and 
inimical to Jesus, oh, how much more miaekX»](2\s^ NnV<s&. 
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that divine* impetus is given to their awful obliquity. 
Then the Judge, rising from his throne with majestic 
composure, leaves them to be hurried down to those 
everlasting burnings originaUj prepared for the devil 
and his angels, who, onoe their tempters, are now their 
tormentors. Hell closes upon them: their shrieks 
form, indeed, an awful contrast to the haughty and 
supercilious language, in which formerly they had been 
wont to indulge. After this, Jesus, taking his church 
by the hand, leads her into the presence of his eternal 
Father, and says, ''Behold, I and the children which 
Gk>d hath given me" (Isa. viiL 18, with Heb. iL 13). 
As for them, they fear not to be presented : their God 
is their Father, his Son is their Saviour, their Brother, 
their Husband. The Father beholds them with com- 
placency and delight; he had ever loved them, he had 
given them Jesus, and Jesus, agreeable to his will, has 
brought them all home (John vi. 39). Yes, they are 
at home with their Father and their Brother. As 
long as their God and King lives they are happy. 
And Jesus, unlike Joseph, ever lives the Saviour of his 
brethren. Nor are his brethren merely safe. They 
are washed in the blood and clothed in the righteous- 
ness of their Jesus, God's own Son. They are pure in 
heart. They are made kings and priests unto God 
(Rev. i. 6). They are heirs of God and • joint heirs 
with Christ (Rom. viii. 17). They are, in virtue of 
their union with Jesus, sharers of his throne (Rev. iii. 
21). They are one in God (John xvii. 21). 

* So too, Jesus, when on earth, said unto the murderous Pharisees, *' FfU 

ye up then the measure of your fathers" (Matt, xxiii. 32). Some critics, 

forgetful of the truth that God is just as weil as merciful, have attempted to 

soilea the word of Christ from the aorist Imperative {"nXnfwa-ccrE) into the 

future Indicative {tiM^^^^i'ti), 
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That aU this, mj brethren, !may be your lot and 
mine, may God in mercy grant for Jesns Christ's 
saka Amen. 

'^ And I saw a new heaven cmd a new ea/rth: for the 
first heamen cmd the fi/rst earth were passed away; and 
there toas no more sea. And I John saw the holy cUy, 
new Jerusalem, commg dawn from God onjiJb of heameny 
prepared a^ a bride adorned for her husha/nd. And I 
hem'd a great voice out of heamen, sa/ymg. Behold, the 
tahemade of God is with man, amd he wHU dtoell toith 
them, amd they shall be Ids people, amd God hmiselfshaU 
be with them, amd be their God. And God shaJUL wipe 
away aU tea/rs from thei/r eyes; amd there shaHl be no 
more death, neither sorrow, nor crying/, neither shall 
there be amy Tnore pain: for the formjer thmgs arre 
passed away*^ (Rev. xxL 1 — 4). 

^^ And I saw no temple therein: for the Lord God 
Almighty cmd the La/mh cure ike temple of it. And the 
city had no need of the stm, neither of the moon, to shine 
in it: for the glory of God did lighten it, amd the Lcmb 
is the light thereof And the notions of them which a/re 
sa/oed shaU walk in the light of it: amd the kings of the 
earth do bring their glory and honour into it. And the 
gates of it shall not be shut at all by da/y: far there 
shaU be no night there. And they shaU bring the glory 
amd honawr of the notions into it. And there shall in 
no wise enter into it amy thing that defileth, neither 
whatsoefoer worketh abomination, or maleeth a lie: hut 
they which a/re written in the Lomib^s book of life'^ 
(Rev. xxi. 22—27). 

THE END. 
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